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The first permanent settler* to enter the Trans-Allegheny of 
Western Virginia, came from the lYappatomaka, l h and were led 
by Samuel Pringle* Samuel and his younger brother John were 
soldiers in the British garrison at Pori Pitt* which they, with 
W illiam t hilders and Joseph Kinsey deserted in 1761. { 2 } They 
tied first to the wilds of the Mnnangahela* but subsequently 
•ought the glades at the head of the Youghioghcsiy, where they 
encamped about one year. In 1762 lhc\ ventured to the Looney's 
Creek settlement but almost immediately Childers and Linsey 
were arrest id. I he Pringles escaped to their old haunts where 
they remained in the employment of John Simpson, a trapper, 
until some time in 1764* 

As the glades were now being invaded by hunters from the 
W appatomaka, the trio resolved to retreat further west. By such 
move Simpson would find better hunting and the Pringles w'auld 
be more secure from detection and arrest. V\ Idle executing this 
resolution and after crossing the Cheat River at the Horse Shoe 
(bend) the trapper and the fugitives parted company as a result 
of a disagreement. Simpson proceeded to the mouth of F*!k 
Creek, near the present site of Clarksburg, where he erected a 

camp and continued until permanent settlements were made on 
the western waters. He then disappeared, in at! probability 
going to Kentucky. He appears to have been a man of fierce 
temperament. One ( ultra), or Cottrell, met death at his hands 
in an altercation over two gallons <d salt. The Cottrals were, 
however, known for their great fighting qualities* 

The Pringles kept up Tygart’s \ alley, and reached the 
Buckhannon River (1764l # where they took up residence in a 
hollow sycamore tree .it the mouth of Turkey Run, (3) Mere 

thev resided until late in the autumn of 1767, when they had 

# - | * • 

remaining but two charges *4 powder* Leaving these with 
Samuel, John recrosscd the mountains a supply of ammunition* 

While there he learned that peace had been declared with both 
French and Indian, and that they now could return in safety to 
tlie settlements. After some ddav he hastened back to the 

w 

wilderness camp to find his brother reduced to the verge of 

(I) See ug 415. (2) p. 415, (5) 41fi. 
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despair. One charge <ff powder Samuel had lost in a vain en* 
dea\or to kill 3 buck, but with the other he brought down a fine 
buffalo; otherwise he must have succumbed to the ravages of 
hunger. The continued absence of John had induced the belief 
that he had been apprehended and imprisoned. 


Ihc brothers, no longer fugitives, now determined t<> return 
IQ the Wippatomaka. The sequel was the rapid colonization of 
the- I rans-Allegheny, Subsequently John settled in Kentucky, 
I he time of his removal to the Blue Grass region is not known, 
bin st was at an earU date. No mention of turn is found in con¬ 


nection wuh the settlements iff the upper Monongaheta after 

1768; nor is it believed that he ever took up actual residence after 
abandoning the camp in the Sycamore, 


One John Pringle was a settler on Chaplin's Fork, Kentucky, 
m 1780. He came with a fleet of three boats from the Wappatn- 
inaka, and in an encounter with the Indians, led by Simon Girty, 
I ringlc s boat alone escaped. He married Rebecca Simpson* a 
ffster to a John Simpson, from whom she inherited slaves in 

1825. (4) 


Samuel Pringle settled permanently on the Buckhaminn, and 
was prominent in the border wars. From sworn statements 
preserved in the Government Pension Office, it would appear that 
Samuel Pringle was at one time during the Revolution, captain 
< I a band (ff scouts, but as no claim for pension on account of lies 
Revolutionary service was made, we find no actual record of his 
military career, His wife, Charity Cutfight, was the daughter 
of Benjamin C inright, and a sister of John Cut right, ]r., the 
noted scout of the Buckhannon, A family tradition has it that 
Samuel and C harity were married before the fugitive brothers 
made residence in the Sycamore, where Mrs, Pringle joined her 
husband in 1767, guided by a path blazed by John when he first 
sought the settlements. Another account says they were not 
married until after the return of the brothers to the Wappatomuka, 

although a warm attachment had sprung up between the young 
couple, while the deserters were at Looney’s Creek in 1762. It 
is more than probable that the marriage was consummated during 
the brief stay of Pringle at Looney's Creek, and that the devoted 
wife actually traversed the wilderness path to her absent husband. 

I he children of Samuel and Charity were W illiam, John, 
Samuel, Elizabeth and another daughter whose name is not 

( 4 ) 414 , ( 5 ) p , 414 
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recalled. Their descendants are numerous in the Buckhannon 
country, while some are scattered through sections of Ohio and 

Indiana. (6) , L n . , 

The claim that the Pringles, as soldiers in the Koyai Army, 
only came to America during the French and Indian wars* can not 
be accepted as fact. It is not probable that such men would have 
deserted and fled to a wilderness fraught with known dangers 
,k which thev were unqualified to cope. Border Colonial 


with which they were unqualified to cope, ooraer loiomai 
troops, as in the Patriot Army of the Revolution, chafed at restraint 
arid discipline, and often deserted. The Pringles evinced a con¬ 
summate skill in woodcraft, not attributable to the raw European 


soldier, 

h is a remarkable coincidence that a William Pringle resided 
PViil'idplnhia. who had two sons named John and Samuel, 


in Philadelphia, who had two sons named John and Samuel, 

born in 1728 and 1731 respectively. 

It is nut improbable that this family removed to the V irgtnia 

border and that the sons were identical with those of later renown. 

Momentous events were destined to follow in ihe wake «ff 
these wilderness refugees. In The autumn of 1768, several adven¬ 
turous and prospective settlers under the guidance of Samuel, 
visited the region of the Pringle refuge, and so well pleased were 
they, that the following spring they returned, selected lands, 
cleared small fields, planted crops and built cabins preparatory 
to bringing their families. After the crops were laid by, the 
men returned to the settlements, and in the fall when they came 
back to harvest their corn, they found it entirely destroyed 


v i s i 


ns 


by buffaloes. This delayed the removal of the families, or at least 
a greater part of them, until the winter of 1770. 

With Pringle’s band of prospectors of 176V, came a youth of 
about nineteen — Jesse Hughes. He was of Welsh extraction, 
slight in his proportions, and light and active in his movements, 
lie possessed a form as erect as that of an Indian, and had endur¬ 
ance and fleet ness of limb that no man of his day surpassed. Ills 
height was about five feet and nine inches* and his weight never 
exceeded one hundred and forty-five pounds. He had thin lips, 


a narrow chin, a nose that was sharp and inclined to the Roman 
form, little or no beard, light hair, and eyes iff that indefinable 
color that one person would pronounce grey, another blue, but 
which was both - and neither. They were piercing, cold, fierce, 


and as penetrating and restless as those of the mountain panther 
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despair. One charge of powder Samuel had 1 usi in a vain en¬ 
deavor in kill a buck, but with the oilier lie brought down a Hue 
buffalo; otherwise he must have succumbed to the ravages of 
hunger. The continued absentee of John had induced the belief 
that he had been apprehended and imprisoned. 

1 he brothers, no longer fugitives, now determined to return 

to the Wappatomaka. The sequel was the rapid colonization of 
the Trans-Allegheny. Subsequently John settled in Kentucky. 

I he time of his removal to the Blue Grass region is not known, 
bin st was at an early date. No mention of him is found in con¬ 


nection with the set dements of the 
1768: nor is h believed that he ever tn< 
abandoning the camp in the Sycamore. 


upper Mon 
k up actual 


mgahela afler 
residence a fter 


One John Pringle was a settler on Chaplin's Fork, Kentucky, 
in 1780. He came with a Heel of three boats from the Wappato- 
maka, and in an encounter with the Indians, led by Simon Girty, 
Pringle s boat alone escaped. He married Rebecca Simpson, a 
lister to a John Simpson, from whom she inherited slaves in 



Samuel Pringle settled permanently on the Buckhantton, and 
was prominent in the border wars. From sworn statements 
preserved in the Government Pension Office, it would appear that 
Samud Pringle was at one time during the Revolution, captain 
* i a baud of scouts, but as no claim for pension on account of Ids 
Revolutionary serv ice was made, we find no actual record of his 
military career. His wife, Charity Cutright, was the daughter 
of Benjamin C uiright, and a sister of John C utright, Jr., the 
noted scout of the Buckhannon. A family tradition has it that 
Samuel and C harity were married before the fugitive brothers 
made residence in the Sycamore, where Mrs* Pringle joined her 
husband in 1767, guided bv a path blazed by John when he tirst 
sought the settlements. Another account says they were not 
married until after the return of the brothers to the W appatomaka, 
although a warm attachment had sprung up between the young 
couple, while the deserters were at Looney’s Creek in 1762, It 
is more than probable that the marriage was consummated during 
the brief stay of Pringle at Looney's Creek, and that the devoted 
uifr actualb traversed the wilderness path to her absent husband. 

The children of Samuel and Charity were William, John, 
Samuel, Elizabeth and another daughter whose name is not 
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recalled. Their descendants are numerous in the Buckhannon 
country, while some are scattered through sections of Ohio and 


Indiana, (b) 

The claim that the Pringles, as soldiers in the Koval Army, 
only came to America during the French and Indian wars, can not 
lu- accented as fact. It is n«>t probable that such men would have 


deserted and fled to a wilderness fraught with known dangers 

which they were unqualified to cope. Border Colonial 


with which they were unqualified to cope. Border s-oiomai 
troops, as in the Patriot Army of the Revolution, chafed at restraint 
and discipline, and often deserted. The Pringles evinced a con* 
sumtnate skill in woodcraft, not attributable to the raw European 
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It is a remarkable coincidence that a William Pringle resided 
'hiladelnhia, who had two sons named John and Samuel, 


V I s 1 


born in 1728 and 1731 respectively. 

It is not improbable that thi* family removed to the V irginia 

border and thal the sons were identical with those of later renown. 

Momentous events were destined to follow in ihe wake of 
these wilderness refugees. In the autumn of I 768, several adven¬ 
turous and prospective settlers under the guidance of Sanrncl, 
visited the region of the Pringle refuge, and so well pleased were 
they, that the following spring they returned, selected lands, 
cleared small fields, planted crops and buili cabins preparatory 
to bringing their families* After the crops were laid by, the 
men returned to the settlements, and in the fall when thev came 
hack to harvest their corn, they found it entirely destroyed 
by buffaloes* This delayed the removal of the families, or at least 

a greater part of them, until the winter of 1770. 

With Pringle's band of prospectors of 1769, came a youth of 
about nineteen— Jesse Hughes. He was of Welsh extraction, 
slight in his proportions, and light and active in his movements. 
He possessed a form as erect as that of an Indian, and had endur¬ 
ance and fleet ness of limb that no man of his day surpassed, lib 


ight was about five feet and nine inches, and his weight never 


exceeded one hundred and forty-five pounds. He had thin Sips, 
a narrow chin, a nose that was sharp and inclined to the Roman 
form, little or no beard, light hair, and eyes of that indefinable 
color that one person would pronounce grey, another blue, but 
which was both - and neither. They were piercing, cold, tierce, 


and as penetrating and restless as those of the mountain panther 

(6) See page 416. 
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Said one who knew him: “Hughes had eyes tike a rattlesnake." 
It has been averred, and without contradiction, that Jesse Hughes, 
like the famed “Deaf Smith" of Texas, could detect the presence 
of an Indian at a considerable distance by the mere sense of smell* 
He was of an irritable, vindictive, and auspicious nature, and 
his hatred, when aroused, knew no bounds. Yet it is said that he 
was true to those who gained his friendship. Such was Jesse 
Hughes in character and appearance when he arrived in that 
country destined to become his future home, and where he became 
the noted hunter, the great scout and famous Indian tighter of 
Northwestern Virginia* 

In an interview with an intelligent and reputable lady, now 
deceased, who, in her childhood, had known Je*%e Hughes, and had 
been intimately acquainted with some of his family, 1 was given 
this vivid description of the characteristics and personal appear¬ 
ance of the great Indian fighter: 

“Hughes 1 countenance wj* hard* stern and unfading; hi* eye* were the most 
cmd and vicious I r\rr mw Me was profane urul desperately wicked* He wat 
very vupmiilioutt and ■ firm believer in witchcraft. (?) tie rotd horrible tiorki 
of how wiukr* would crawl tike tpider* over the naked bodies of babie*, causing 
them to try out from pain and misery; and he would conjure to counteract llie 
witches, and offer incanraliom to overcome their evil influence. HJ§ trmper wai 
fierce and uncontrollable. often finding vent m the ahu*r of his family. In a 
drunken brawl near \\ rtl"» Fort, he and a Mr. SulnaLrr nrarlv Idled Ich-ibod 
Davi»„ hi* neighbor, leaving the unomtcioui victim for dead, Hughe* tied fmm 
the settlement, but returned after Davis rec'»vcrcd, He never worked* but spent 
his time in hunting and scouting. Hi* doth in g was colored in the qmc made 
fawn the bark of the chestnut oak; he would wear no other color, this shade her- 
montztng with the forest hue* and rendering him le*« couspicuonH to game and 
Indians, When scoutinv, his drev, consisted only of the long hunting diirt, (H \ 
belted at the waist, open legjrint, moccasins, and A brimless cap; or a handkerchief 
bound about hi* head. Hi us drcmicd, he wa* ever rrady for the chase, «*f the trait 
of the Indian foe." (9) 

When further questioned as to his traits of character, the Udv 
bluntly closed Hie interview by saying, “I would not tell all l 
know about Jene Hughes for this much gold," designating the 
amount she could hold in her doubled-hands. “There cm\" >hc 
continued, “too many of his descendants living about here." Nor 
could she be induced to speak further on the subject* 

Hist mode of dress, as above described, has been amply veri¬ 
fied from other sources. When Indian incursions were expected, 

(7) See page 416. W p. 416. (9) p. 417, 
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] t , r Hughes wore bin hunting shirt both day and night, without 

regard to weather. 

Mrs. Catharine Simms-AD man remembered that when she 
wai a little girl, .esse Hughes came to her father's house on 
linker's Creek, one mile below West's Fort, early one morning, 
jtwi ordered them to run to the fort. 1 pon that occasion his dress 
consisted of the hunting shirt and moccasins only* He was riding 
;i pony without a saddle* and mounted her mother behind him, 
and with one of the children in his arms, galloped to the fort. This 
incident occurred while Hughes lived at the mouth of Jesse s Run* 

At the end of his cabin, Hughes erected a “lean-to," where 
at all times he kept his pony ready for instant use in case of an 

Indian alarm* 

Of the pioneers who came with Pringle into i he Buck ban non 
country, W ithtts say a: 

“The other* uf the- party (WBliam Hacker, I’homas ind Jnie Hughe*, John 
and William Ride! iff and ]»hn Brown) appear lo have employed iheir time exclu¬ 
sively in hunting, neither of them making any improvement of UrvJ for hit * -wn 
benefit. Yet they were of considerable service lo the new settlement. Those who 
had commenced clearing land, were supplied by them with an abundance of meal, 
while in their hunting excursions through the country, a better knowledge of it 
was obtained, than could have been acquired, had they been engaged in making 
improvement!' 

“In one of these expeditions they discovered and gave name to St**ne Coal 
Creek, which flowing wcitwardly, induced the supposition that It discharged itself 
direct ly into the Ohio. Descending thlft creek, to Mtcrtam the fact, they came to 
it* Contiuenev with a river, which they then called, and has since been known a* 
the West Fork, After hiving gone some dUuncr down the river, they returned 
b\ a different route to ihr lenlrmem, better plea ted with the land on it and some 
of it*. tributaries, than with that on Buckhannon* 1 * (10) 

The hunters evidently returned to the settlement by way of 
Hacker’s Creek. The Indian name for this stream signifies 

“Muddy Water.” 

The Pringles had never crossed the divide, to any of the 
waters falling into the West Fork, and knew' nothing of the topog- 
rupliy of the country. Of the six who comprised this hand of 

explorer-*, the three first named became prominent in the border 
annatft The Rad cliffs settled on Hacker’s Creek, (I 1) and w-e 
find that William Ratliff (Radcliff) claimed land there prior to 
I7^L John subsequently gained notoriety for murdering Indians 
on the Ohio frontier, (12* but we find nothing definite concerning 

Her part 4IK. (H)p. 41K. <I2) p* 418. 
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the later life of William. One William Rad cl iff was a pensioner 
of the Revolutionary War* whose eertiState for eighty dollars per 
year uas issued Ma> 16, 1833, at which time he was a resident of 
Lewis County, Virginia. His original declaration for pension is 
missing, and the only narrative of his services that wc find is from 
Special Pension Went, W, G* Singleton, in his report to the Com¬ 
missioner of Pensions, after a re-examination of Radcliff in ! S34. 


Si nguton’s Refort: 


“In « conversation bet wren Radcliff and Uredcii Hoff man, Radcliff states 


that lie tmlv served months in the u.ir and that he «inl>* chimed si* motilli*' 
service \n his declaration* 

“On July 30th I s;tw K.uklilf and received from him the fnllowing narrative 
of his sc mar* in the Rcw*lutpmary W ar. In hi' sixteenth or seventeenth year of 
age, lie firrvt'il .is substitute in ihc place of Adam Harpde for nvu months, and 
marched from Hardy County, Virginia, under he don’t recolln't whom nor where 
to, ami immediately after iht- defeat of Cornwallis at tattle Fort, Virginia, he 
marched from Hardy Coumi to W inchester. \ indma* under (apE janics Stephan- 
son, and served under him .it latter place for two months, guarding the Brit is] i 
prisoners* Capt SltpJutisoir- company, except five or dx men iududiriy him¬ 
self, were discharged .it the end of two months, at which lime Capt. fas Berry 
came to Winchester with a company* Himself and the four or five men above 
mentioned were attached to Capt* Joseph Berry's company and nerved under 
Euid, guarding the prisoners for two months* Then Capt. Berry * company (except 
the five or six men including himself above mentioned} was discharged; then the 
five or six men including himself were attached, to Capt* James Simcral'* com¬ 
pany and served under him two months. A Colonel Kennedy commanded at 
Winchester thinks he went to Winchester about October 1st and got his discharge 
about May 3lHh, which was Signed bv G4. Joseph Holm's captain, Wamsley 
with his declaration expect* that the narrative now given is the same given to 
W amslry by contract. W umdey ivas to have the half of the first pay drawn/* 


Witnesses: 

Mai it a n i im t 



His 

William X Radcliff* 
Mark* 


Not i : “The statement of Kadcliff is untrue in all particulars except as to 
the Omit rati with W.mi-ley. This one uf the canes upon which -mit Han been 
instituted. The original papers arc missing/' 

(Signed) 

November 1, 1834. W. G. Singleton, 

This pensioner could hardly have been the William Ratliff 
of the Buck ha n non exploring party of 17fi9. According to hi h 
declaration to Singleton, he was only sixteen or seventeen at the 
time of Geo. Cornwallis' surrender in 1781* This would make 
him but twelve years old at the time of the exploration in question. 
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Nothing is known of the subsequent history of John Brown, a 

member of the exploring party. It has been surmised that both 

William Radcliff and Brown settled on the West Fork. (13) This 
; s lrue of Radcliff, for Hacker s Creek is a branch of the West Fork* 
but I doubt if this supposition can be verified in Brown's case. 
\n trace of his history can be found subsequent to his advent into 
the Buekhannon settlement in 1769* One John Brown was a 
resident on the waters of the West Fork* ab<mt the close of the 
Revolution, but his record precludes the inference that he was of 

the exploring party in question. 

In the application for pension as a Revolutionary soldier, 

made in Lewis County, Aug. 7, 1833, it would appear that Brown 

was burn in 1764, and was raised in Hardy County, Virginia* 

March 1st, 1781, he volunteered from Hampshire County, in the 

Virginia Militia under Capt. Michael Stump, and marched to 

Fredericksburg, Va*, and from thence, under orders of Gen* George 

Wcedon, to Richmond* where they encamped on the hilt where the 

capitol now (18331 stands. He was in the command of Col* 

W illiam Darke, under Gen. /oner Muhlenberg, They continued 

in camp about three weeks, when the enemy entered the city, and 

the Virginia troops retreated to Raccoon Ford, where they were 

joined by (Jen* Anthony \\ aync. The Americans then turned and 

drove the British back to Richmond. Wayne's army encamped for 

seven days near Bacon branch* preparing to make an attack* but 

on the morning of the intended assault, there was a dense fog, 

which enabled the enemy, whom Brown believed was commanded 

by Lord Cornwallis [correct), to escape towards New Kent Court 

House* The Americans pursued and came up with the enemy 

near Neu Kent, and the two armies skirmished for two days, 

alternately pursuing and retreating* Wayne was then joined by 

Gen. Lafayette, and the British retreated towards their fleet. 

I he American forces went to W illiamsburg* and later to \ ork- 
town* 

About October 1st* 1781* just prior to the surrender of Gen. 
Cornwallis, Brown received lii> discharge from Capt. Anderson, 
and returned home, having served seven months* 

Brown then moved to (now) Lewis County, West Virginia, 
where he was still living in 1833. On November 1st* 1781, he 
was ordered out as an Indian spy by Col, Benjamin Wilson* under 
Capt* Christopher Carpenter, and spied in that part of V irginia, 

( 13 ) Sec page 4 ! 8 . 
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which in 1833 comprised Wood, Nicholas Harrison and Lewis court* 

tics. He continued under Carpenter until August, 1782„ when he 
left his company, and \us com missioned an Ensign of Spies under 
Cnlnndt Lowther and Wilson, and in command of Indian 
spies from August 1st, 1782, to June 1st, 1783, when he ceased to 
act as an Ensign. Brown was allowed $146.66 per year. 

Subsequently, there were doubts as to Brawn's integrity and 
hi* right to a pension; and Ivcrse testimony was taken by W. G. 
Singleton, U. S, District Attorney, Virginia, Nov. 4 f 1834, 

John \\ aggomr* of Lewis County, had known Brown all his 
life. They had, when young, resided in Hardy County, and 
afterwards were neighbors in Lew is County. He f\V agguner) had 
never heard of Brown doing service as a soldier in the Revolution, 
nor did he believe that he did, Henry Flcsher, of Harrison 
County, stated that Brown came to western Virginia after the 
dose of the Revolution, at which time he was not quite grown. 
Fleshcr was of the opinion that Brown had been a soldier, Isaac 
Wadiburn, <4 Harrison County, had known Brown from his earli¬ 
est recollection- Brow n and himself had been posted or stationed 
at BrmvriN 1 on {built by Brown’s father) after the dose of the 
Revolution, Brown was then a young man of twenty years or 
more, Edward, a younger brother of John Brown, stated "That 
hU brother John was in service as a soldier of the Revolution for 

three months, but he thinks not longer/* 

'The testimony most damaging to the claimant was that of 
William Powers. Mr. Powers was a man of integrity, and his 
statement is interesting. It reveal* the military and social status 

of the Trans-Allegheny during the Revolution, 

I quote as reported by Singleton, 

"YVtn Powers resided in w, Va, now Harrison Co. ill the time except 1 
year during the Rev, Knew Brown in Hardy county in 1778* 177*1. hr 
Powers was at *cb<**1 theft at that time. Brown settled in w. Va. where be 
now (IH54| lives in I7K5 renroved limn llirdyommy in that year* know* noth 
ingof Brown* Rev. tervke. Biuwn wn an Indian »py after his removal to the 
west in 1785 a* before stated. Brown was pi.t in the settlement <w. Va) in 
1782, 1783. 1784 a* Hated by Him he o uld pul haw Iwefi wilbtMii hh (Powers) 

knowledge, there wen? but few in the »eukm?ni ai ihat period, every man 
engaged in dekndtaf the country was known to each other. Powers knew every 
man able to bear arms, and almost every woman and child, ihr reulenient to 
which be refers is embraced in the present limits of Harrison, Tyler, Lewis and 
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(hr n part of Kcfibawhll sro. having heard Brown* sutemeni read Mr Pwen 

atatrs wnideitljr that Brown it mistaken. 

“Capt Cagdftv also argues brown* statements are false, ' * * m 

i Signed) 

W. tj, SlJfCUTOS 
Nov. 4, 1854/* 

Mr. Singleton in transmitting this testimony, spoke derojta- 
i or ,- of Brown’s character, and adversely to his ri|*ht to a pen .ion, 
lie also submitted a statement from Bm» n <>f his military services, 
which were .it variance, in some respects with his first declaration. 









































































































CHAPTER II 


i 


u is astonishing when we realize how little there is recorded 
of the actual border life of Jesse Hughes, and other noted scouts of 
Northwestern Virginia. Especially is this true when wc rcm< M.bcr 
that Mr. Withers wrote his Chronicles of Harder H arfarem tu 
midst of the very scenes of some of the most daring escapades am 
blood V achievements of border strife; and this,.too, while many - 
the principal actors in the tragedies were still living, It vs but 
natural that we should expect a reasonably complete record of 
local events; but, unfortunately, we hnd the record as preserved 
for us woefully deficient. A careful perusal of the excellent work 
in question, reveals the fact that a greater pan of that section of 
it which deals with local affairs vs not so complete, nor are the 
events so carefully portrayed, as is that part which treats of the 
_ ^ *__ wf A t nlfkcf tn mnrp ilistant localities. It cannot be denied 


matters pertaining to more distant iocaiu.es. u . - 

that the first part of the volume, which sets out the general history 

of the mure distant settlements, is more complete, more concise, 

and far more minutely written than the latter portion, which 

deals with events largely local. Dr. Thwa.tes recognized thu 

deficiency. In the Editor's Preface to the revised edition he says; 

-n, c weakness of ilic ir»diti.m.d method i. well exemplified in V\ idlers’ 
work. Hit titaumt of many of the larger event, on the border may be 
regarded ai little cUe than a thread on which to hang annotation.; ( 1 ) 

1 'here must have been a cause for this deficiency, which 

* ■ 1l 'T _ _ _ / ’ h T ba n *4 JIN, *■ 


becomes very apparent when we read lt r. i.yinau v 
Memoir of Withers, and the letter from Mr. Bond set 

Dr. Draper tells us that: 

*v* * * Wkhtrs got nothing whatever hi* diligence and 

dueini! it [Border /IVH. *»' C two or thr« topic, of the work its 
to .ay that had He publi.hed the volume himwll. he would have , 
more complete, and better in every way; U He w.» hampered, lur 
ried -often correcting proof of the early, while writing the later cb 


Dr. Lyman C. Draper’s 
Mr. Bond set out below. 


la bur in pro- 


made it much 
nitcd and lum 


chapter*-" $) 


The letter from Mr. Bond is in response to an inquiry, and is 


a- follows: 


See page HK. (2 * p. 4 l*v 
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l.tis i C’m.t k, \\ , \ v., January 2\ 


Mr L* V McWhoatil*, 

Maaon* Ohio* 


I >e vm Si*: 


«y uor | c ticr rcccived. 4iid to reply will say; I am a grand wfl uf William Power*, 

nnt , 0 f x \,e men who pn up Harder Warfare; W illiam Hacker (3) was the other. 
Thi* work bj lormant in their Hindi for many year*, Hacker paiaed away lirst* 
p ttvm purchased Hacker’* towrcsi in the u «rk, and it lay to hi* hands until iSjl, 
when Joieph Urael, an editor in Clarksburg, bought the manuicnpt ami arranged 
hir iu public A lion by employing Alexander Scott Will »cfa tu prepare it for tlie 
rn -Ks Wording!} Mr, Wither* i*ok op the work, and after He Had it about half 
completed wsme friend told him that He wa> likely t■> gel nothing f r hi* labor, and 
ihut brad was poor and could not rai*e ihr amount of money agreed upjn. Mr. 
Wither* did not want to leave tHe work in that condition and *aid, *1 will dUpose 
of it in come ihape.’ So He ran through the most notable and prominent feature*. 


leaving the balance entirety out* 

“Now from rim time on you and all other* will fee that the second part of 
Border H'arjart is rather incomplete and scattered a* compared to iHe first part uf 


the volume, 

“Thi* U the history that my grandfather gate me of ihe work from his own 
lip>. My grandfather lived -m a farm adjoining jane !x-w f\Yc*t Kart], about 
three tntki from Withers 1 office, and was there several time* white Wither* wa* 
preparing the work, and He told me these tilings himself. 

li I am tHe cmly mart that can give thi* history, as I am the only one living who 
took any account of the^c thine*. I am now in my eighty-second year. 

w In regard to Jesse Hughes, my grandfather told me that they had hunted 
Indians together, .oid were in the volunteer company pursuing the Indian* on the 
Little Kanawha* when John Bonneti was killed; that Jesse wa* the beat trailer 
among the whites and could trad with any Indian on the border, Jesse 1 a brother 
hJiis was alio a nuted scout While lie could noi Trail with Jesse hr wa* the 
greater with the ride, and could hit an Indian under .my and all circumstances’ 

within ihe range of hi* rifle* He was a dead shot, (4) 

“When hunting, ElU* could get more game than Jesse at long range* but at the 
end of the day Jcs^t would huvr as much, but he would get it by dipping upon it 

unaware*. In dm, a* in trailing Indians, he had no et{ual/' 

Youm truly, 

Levi Bust*. 


Here, then, we have the solution to the mystery of ihe incom¬ 
plete and defective character of the history in question. I his 
very apparent fault is lamentable. It is the incidental details 
that give interest to local history. There is little wonder that Mr. 
W it hers became discouraged and lost interest in his noble but 
arduous task* A less energetic and patriotic man would have 
dropped the work entirely when it became apparent that there 
would be no compensation for his labor. All honor to Mr* Y\ it hers! 

{3) See page 41H, (4) p* 418. 
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Yet, \\ illiam Hacker and William Powers, the true authors of that 
part of the history in question, have never received the recognition 
and credit due them for the invaluable service they rendered in the 
preservation of this record* To them we are indebted for most 
of the narrative of border strife in and about Clarksburg, West's 
Tort, Buc khan non and adjacent settlements* The character of 
Mr, Bond is above question, and his account of the origin of Border 
It art are has long been an open secret with many of the older 
inhabitants of that region. (5) 

William Powers was born in Frederick County. V irginia. 

% 

November 9, 1765, He came with his father, John Powers, to 


Simpson's Creek, a tributary of the West Fork, where, in 1781, a 

certificate of homestead entry was granted “John Powers, 400 

acres on Simpson's Creek, adjoining lands of James Anderson, 

to include his settlement made in 1772/" William Powers at a 

very early age became a scout of prominence. In March, 1781, 

when but fifteen war- old, he enlisted for nine months (during 

■ 

the scouting season) in Captain Joseph Gregory's Company of 
Indian spies; place of enlistment, Monongalia County, Virginia. 
March 2, 1782, he rc-enlisted for the same length of time, in the 
same company* During this time, he was stationed at Power's 
Fort (probably named for his father) on Simpson's Creek, and 
was engaged in spying from that fori t<> the Ohio River and over 
the territory that afterwards comprised the counties of Ohio, 
Tyler, Wood, Lewis, Harris no and Randolph. In March, 1783* 
he was made ensign of a company of scouts until the first day of 
September, following* During this enlistment he was engaged 
in scouting throughout Monongalia County* It is singular that 
Withers has not even mentioned William Powers* name in con* 
nection with a single incident of the frontier* This* however, 
is true of other deserving pioneers, and L> much to be regretted. 
Powers was one of the scouts who searched for the marauding 
Indians that desolated the home of Thomas Cunningham (6) 
on Bingamon Creek in 1785; and was with Colonel lumber's 
party in pursuit of Indians on the Little Kanawha, in I7S7* which 
resulted so fatally to John BonnetL 

He was also with Colonel Lowiher in 1781. in hi pursuit and 
attack on the Indian Camp on the Hughes River, when the Leading 
Creek captives were rescued. These events will be more fully 
treated elsewhere in this volume. 


Sif p.iirc 41* f p UH. 
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Powers was connected with many other thrilling occurrences 
of border strife. 

It was within a few da vs after Powers* first enlistment, 1781, 


It was within a few days after Powers first enlistment, 1781, 
that the Indians came near Booth's Creek and killed Capt, John 
Thomas* wife, and six of their children, carrying off the remaining 

child, a small boy, prisoner. (7) 

Powers* in his declaration for pension, October 1st, 1833, 
states that it was in 1781 that John Owens and John Juggins 
were killed by Indians on Booth's Creek* in (now) Harrison 
County, II it hers says that this tragedy occurred in June* 1780. 
(Si Powers also states that it was in I"S2, that the Indians killed 


lames Owens, and took prisoner Gilbert Hostead (llustead) m 
the same region. This is again in contradiction of Withers* who 
gives the dates of these transactions as 1778* (9), 

In March, 1783, he enlisted for the third time, and was 
elected Ensign, or Second lieutenant of scouts* by his com¬ 
pany* On April 4th he marched from Powers ]A>rt to the 
mouth of Bingamon Creek, in now Harrison County, where 
he “stationed part of his men on the site of an old Indian town;** 
the remaining ones he stationed “at the mouth of Jones Run. a 
branch of Ten Mile Creek, about thirty miles from Bingamon 
Creek/' These men he left to make regular scouting tours, 
while he traveled from station to station in the capacity of com¬ 
mander. During this season Indians came to ihe neighborhood of 
Simpson Creek and stole several horses belonging to Major 
Benjamin Robinson* who wit ft others made a fruitless pursuit of 
the marauders. This was evidently the Major Robinson men¬ 
tioned by tt libers. (IU Powers disbanded lit< men in September, 

1783. 

Powers' discharge papers, with his commission of Ensign, 
were all misplaced, or lost in a fire which destroyed his house with 
it- contents. John Brown and John Schoolcraft both testified to 
Hie good character and veracity of William Powers, who also 
gave as reference Mexander West and Adam Fksher. Powers was 
granted a pension* but in April, 1840, John II. Hays, of McWhor¬ 
ter s Mills, KeuT County* Virginia* contrived to have it stopped 
by reporting to the Pension Office that Powers was not entitled 
u> pension. In his protest Hays mention - the “Messrs. Bon net is, 
(11) Adam Fleshcr, Hczekiah Hess and several others'* who had 
hem granted pensions for services similar to those of Mr. Powers, 


(Li pave 419. 


p. 419. (9# p. 419* (10) p. 419. (U) r . 419 
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bm later their names had been dropped from the list, and they 
required to refund the amounts paid them 

Notwithstanding Hays had declared m the Pension Office his 
abilit} and intention of proving his charges by affidavits, only 

° nC \! , at ^ )oe ^ c Cunningham, was submitted. Her testimony 
was that she was acquainted with William Powers since the close 
of the Revolutionary War and believes that he was about thirteen 
years -f age.” Sworn to April 1st, 1*4(1, before James Malone 
Justice of the Peace for Lewis County, Virginia. In October of 
the same t ear, in response to an inquiry. Powers received official 
notice that his pension was stopped, but it seems lie took no 
immediate Steps to have his name restored. 


On the 16th of December, 1846, the follow 


i tig 


■3 

in 


” " ivoumvui I E1 

behalf of I dh«» was forwarded from Weston, Lewis Countv, 
\ a. t to the Commissioner of Pensions; 

Sir: 

”[ J«vr been wqwinted with William Powc» for more than 30 years. He 

Justice Jo,cp ,r " It V *-’ and lm di '' har *«« the Jude, of a 

. .. /7 " ,n Illrnwl and J-*™ councks for more than 3l) He 

' 7 7 l .7 0rr , , C< " ,,n " Jn, ' > Whcrt ,,C " JCt * ujin '^ » *» honest and upright 

««« and Um that any statement he would make under oath or otherwise 

H Ifav. is^ r^Jt k 'IT Wh ° * re acqiijintcd wilh him 1 will «M that John 

n. Haj sua man of bad character and not to he relied on.” 

(Signed) J. McWhorter. fll) 

A similar letter was signed by Wecdon Hoffman, Minter 

Badey, Uvt Maxwell, William I. Bland, John Lorentz, and 

(homas Bland, all men of unquestionable repute. At length 

the case was referred to the Secretary of the Interior with the fol¬ 
lowing result: 


“Detmtoextof me Interior 


• | ... October 28, 1850. 

J* L* Lpwards, Esq*, 

Commusiourr of Pt nitons. 

5m: 

] T nUh *T” T “ "" CMe ° f WaiUm Elq., of Uwit 

,, '*'• *" d 1 * m ° f ,he °P lnMn l *>« hi* name should be restored to the 

c„o„ I under the Act of June 7, 1732. at *80.00 per annum from the period 
when he w*i Uu pan!. ^ 

■ of l’*P cns 1 ca, » *w* *» ground for the action of the Pen- 

7? ' " b 7 ,he Kmin * T U - S * I)ii,ric * Attorney for the Wester,. District 
. 3 irgirna wtio was especially charged with an elimination of the case, reported 

»■ writing ihai Mr. Powers was entitled to hi* pension, and recommended hi< con- 
(12} See raw 42(1. 
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c whilst the individual who wa* instrumental in his being stricken from the 
!Hn* .town bv the records of Ixwi. County to have committed crime for which 
[ie was indicted by the Grand Jury. a,, d ** returned by the Sheriff as a fugitive 

( 7m justice. I am, very respectfully 

Your ubedteni lervint. 


Ha II. Stt vrt, .SVe-v 


Thus, after a period of ten years, the name of \\ iltiam Powers 
was restored to the pension roll, rite offense for which Hays 
was indicted was forgery, committed August 1st, 1841. He 

moved to the Northwest and was never apprehended, h is 
probable that he located on Military Bounty Lands, lor tt is found 
rh.it to IK41 he was negotiating for 4000 acres due Captain .l"hn 
gaily, or heirs, as a Revolutionary soldier, \ irgima Line. 

My father, who is still living,! 13) was well acquainted wit* 1 
William Powers, and testifies to his good character and veracity. 
He recalls the trouble that Powers had with his pension and its 
final adjustment. Hays, he says, was a man of very bad repute, 
and fled to the then remote Northwest. His place of refuge was 

never known. 

William Powers was well educated for his day, and wulc 
experience on the frontier, where he “knew every man able to 
bear arms," and practically every woman and child in the upper 
Monongahcla settlements, well qualified him for the role of local 
historian. He was sometimes called “Major” Powers, but if he 

- ■ ft . I . . . J\l 


was entitled to that distinction, it was doubtless as major of 
militia at a later day, as no mention of such rank is found in lin¬ 
early records. The “Major Power” referred to by H ilhers (14) 
was evidently the Major Powers who settled in (now) Barbour 

County, West Va., in I77f>, 

William Powers was about five feet six inches in height, well 
built, spare and very erect, even at eighty-nine. His com¬ 
plexion was light with dark hair. He married Hannah Stout, a 
sister of l)r. Hczekiah Stout, and settled near West s Fort. He 
died June 6, 1856, and was buried under the honors of war in the 
Broad Run Cemetery* Lewis County* West \ a* His wife is a M> 

buried there. Their children were: 

Thomas, married Millie Hart; John, married Percella Chen- 

verout; Ezekiel, married Miss-Jones; Benjamin, marrit 

Miss - Stout; William, Jr., married Charity Paxton, second 

wife. Miss-Lightburn, sister to Gen. Joseph Lightburn; 


Light burn, sister to Gen. Joseph Li 


(13) S« 420. H4) p. 420. 
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Sarah, married Abel Bond; Prudence, married Richard Bond; 
Margaret, married Eli Vanhorne. 

Abel and Richard Bond were brothers; sons of Richard Bond* 
a son of Samuel Bond, native of England, and whose descent can 
be traced to the nobility of knighthood. Levi Bond, whose 
letter appears in the first pan of this chapter, is a son of Abel 
Bond and Sarah Powers., Me was born April 3, 1817, A shoe¬ 
maker by trade, on his ninety-seventh birthday he nailed the 
soles on a pair of boots without experiencing any material fatigue. 
He is, at the writing of this paragraph, October 10th, 1914, still 
living and bids fair to pass the one-hundred milestone. 

Mrs younger brother, Augustine P, Bond, born in 1832, went 
west with his parents in 1845, Settling in W isconsin, he crossed 
the plains in the Spring of ISM, and spent the Slimmer in a mining 
camp at now Virginia C ity* Montana* V\iih a fleet of flat boats 
he returned in the Kail, lighting Indians for seven hundred and 
fifty miles down the Yellow Stone and Missouri Rivers, to Yank¬ 
ton, Dakota. His experience on the western frontier lias been 
similar to that of his noted grandfather of the Trans-Allegheny, 

Pouching theOrigsbj tragedy mentioned by H ifhsrs, (15) Mr. 
Bund writes me: “Bettie, the wife of Charles Grigsby, whose 
home was raided on Grigsby's Run, a branch of Rooting Creek, 
June, 1777* was buried with her infant where killed near the top of 
the ridge on Ijost C reek, opposite the village of that name* The 
grave was never marked, I stood by the side of her grave in June, 
18*48,— 121 years after her death*—and it was then just as it 
was seventy years ago when I first saw it; a slight depression in 
the ground. Her little child (rad been dead some time when the 
mother was killed, but she still carried it in her arms/' 

William Hacker, Jr., it is claimed, was the first white child 
born on Hacker's Creek* but I am inclined to believe that his 
birth occurred on the Wappaiomaka, just prior to the parents 
settling on the Western waters. In either event, he grew to 
maturity amid the tumult of border forays* and doubtless partic¬ 
ipated in the defense of the settlements during the later years of 
Indian hostility. He was a man of more than ordinary ability, 
and considering his environments, was well educated, lie was 
schoolteacher* minister and magistrate, and in the discharge of 

these diversified Julies throughout the settlements, he had unsur¬ 
passed facilities for collecting historical data. 

(15) Scr page 420. 


Border Settlers ot Northwestern Virginia 


47 


Equipped as these men were for their task* it is reasonable 
to suppose that their work would be replete and thorough, but 
necessarily biased by parrisamsm. 

H 

While it is evident that Mr. Withers cast aside some of the 
material placed at his disposal, we are not to infer that he came 

into possession of every event of historic interest. The darker 
side of the border story, as seen from the standpoint of the 
Indian, was perhaps never revealed to him. When we remem¬ 
ber ill at Mr. Powers was an active SCO ul and Indian hunter, 
and that one of the Hackers, at least, was notorious for his 


murder of peaceable Indians i 16) and that both were associates 
of others who were engaged in deeds of shocking barbarity, we 
need no longer wonder ihat so little was chronicled touching 
certain events that appear in their best light when buried in the 
blackness of oblivion. The same motive that prompted the good 
old lad} to declare ihai “not for a handful of gold" would she 
speak further, was more patent in the earlier days than at the 
present time. 

The pari tisan writer cannot give just treatment to those who 
are opposed to his own conception of right and wrong; nor is it 
to be expected that the hand that wields the sword will pen an 
unbiased version of the fray. Charity, the one potent element 


of impartiality* is 


never found in the acrimonious flow of “gun 


powder ink/' and unfortunate are the people who must depend 


upon the enemy of their race for a true chronicling of their 


grievances* 

Our border annals have all been recorded bv white men, 

m 

Strong racial affinity, animosity and hatred of the Indian have 
colored the record and prevented a fair statement of the facts. 
Hie Indian, hardly regarded by the early settlers as human* has 
ever been presented in the most terrible and hideous character 
ihai imagination could conceive. As thus pictured, his supremest 


passions were murder, plunder, torture and revenge. On the 
other hand, his w hite foe, often equally savage and more cruel, 
lur^ been extolled as a hero moved with a holy zeal to protect 
h'^Hr and country against “savage" incursions and to advance 
civilization and Christianity', His acts of revolting barbarity 
hd\r been excused, obscured, suppressed, and the result is a partial 
and one-sided history. From Plymouth Rock to the Golden Gate 
this has been true. The “Custer Massacre" and the “Battle (?) 


1 R*J Sl v 120, 
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of Wounded Knee" are modem incidents illustrative of this point. 
V\hi n in 18 7ri, General Custer and his command were annihi- 

I ■> ■ JS. _ - m ■ ... 


la ted in a square up and down 


t on the Liiile Big Horn by the 


strategic Sioux, and this too, when the challenge had been given 
by Custer himself the event was heralded abroad as a horrible 
Indian massacre by Sitting Bull’s horde of merciless savages. 

he fact that the patriotic Sioux were in reality fighting for their 
homes and the right to even exist was not considered, or at least, 
was thought of as a matter of minor importance. 

On the field of the Wounded Knee in 1890, United States 
soldier* having the advantage in numbers of more than four to 

one, and of rapid-fire machine guns, shot to death more than 
mneiy men and boys, fifty women and young girls, and eighteen 

L .. I«w. I mm i ^ r i i __ ■ in m _ a __ 


helpless children, several of them infants. This event was pro¬ 
claimed to the world as a “Great Indian Battle." despite the fact 
that tlie Sioux had surrendered and were hemmed in by a cordon 
of troops who had partly disarmed them before the firing began. 
All the ghastly details will never be known. I have it from good 
authority, from one who was present when the outbreak occurred, 
that when the action began, all the Indians save not to exceed 
forty-five had surrendered their guns. Many were sitting on the 
ground smoking. They were without a leader. Their Chief. 
Big boot, at the time lay dying in his tepee with pneumonia. At 
the first crash of the guns, the dying chieftain feebly raised himself 
mi his couch, only to fall back riddled by a score of bullets. Here 
is one of the incidents that went to make up the “great battle." 

A mounted soldier pursued a little Indian boy. Perhaps the 
lad was five or six years old. Seeing that In- c#,ni.i ..._ l.. 


running, he made f 
body in the sand. 


tic s 

The 


Seeing that he could not escape by 
piteous efforts to conceal his little 

Idier tired at him but missed. 


- — — - fl ***ww«V«* 

Another trooper came to his assistance, dismounted, kneeled, 
and shot the little fellow through the hips! The troopers rode 

a, m m _ . Jm » ■ ■ _ ^ # ft m J * m m _ _ _____ — — 


Tb-I 

away in pursuit of other "hostiles 

A B. 


W hen the relief party came 


4 - 

Hie dying boy was found and carried to the agency buildings, 

I he story leaked out. Some time afterwards a large red-haired 

cavalryman was discovered at the edge of the camp stabbed 


through the bean. I le was the soldier who had shot the Indian boy. 

During the Bannock uprising in 187.8, a party of United 
States soldiers pursued a band of hostiles into a canyon on Snake 
Rivet and indiscriminately slaughtered them all, men, women. 
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and children, including babes in arms. A soldier fatally shot a 
Bannock warrior; he sprang from his horse and with a ravage 
- ivct p (1 f hit knife disemboweled the dying Indian. Then seizing 
the scalp-lock and placing his fool on the Indian's neck, proceeded, 
with the help of his knife, to tear the scalp from the head of his 
writhing victim* After the batik (?) tome of the soldiers found 
an Indian bab> vet unharmed, perhaps placed in some shelter by 
i\> mother before stricken to death in that charnal glen. This 


babe* which could scarce sit alone, was placed <»n a boulder at 
se ine distance for target practice* W hile the soldiers were dis¬ 
cussing among themselves as to who should have the first shot, 
an Indian armed onh with a “pepper-box'* pistol was discovered 
hiding in a nearby thicket. The infant was left for a time, and 
an attempt made to dislodge the warrior. With his antiquated 
weapon he killed one of his assailants, deterring the others from 
rushing upon him. Then a howitzer heavily charged with grape- 
Au-t w ik> turned upon this lone Indian and the discharge tore him 
into fragments, which the soldiers carried out one by otic* These 
brave soldiers of a civilized and Christian nation, again turned 
T heir attention to the “hostile" upon the boulder. No less than 
a half dozen rifle balls one after another were sent tearing through 
its tender body. The officer in charge of these troops “could not 
see very well,” consequently “knew not what was being done/* 


A late ex-soldier of repute said to me “1 was a private m a 
West \ irginia Regiment, Federal Army during the Civil War, 
‘Oul at the close of that struggle, my term of enlistment not being 
expired, was sent with others to light Indians on the Kansas 
frontier. One day wc captured five w arriors, members of a band 
whKh had been committing depredations, and our commandant 
determined to treat them to a severe death* Rude frames were 
constructed by nailing four pole# together* In these the prison- 
ers were laid, their feet and hands extended and securely tied to 
e side timbers* the frames were then set up and braced* 
tax ing the victims suspended by the lashings. They were given 
fitH er food nor drink and at the end of three day s all were dead. 
2°* they made no outcry, not even a moan, but died like sullen 

At a warning to other Indians, the frames with their 
ghastly settings were left standing/* 

. ^-aJsisr, a Warm Springs Indian of integrity, gave me 

o owing incident: “Long time ago [in the sixties] I was 


neither food 


the following incident 
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scout for government in war with Snake Injuns. One Jay troops 
fouiiJ small party Snakes in Blue Mountains, Oregon. Our com¬ 
mander, Captain John, a white man. says: ‘Snakes bad people, 
kill um all. hill Snake man. Snake woman, little gal, little boy 
and little papoose.’ Then soldiers surround Snakes and slrnot all 
dead. Then they scalp Snakes: and one man say I scalp a woman. 
It is a lie; 1 no scalp woman." 

For actions like the above there was no excuse; but our 
occupancy of the country was a conquest w hich meant the destruc¬ 
tion of the Indian tribes to whom the soil by right belonged. 
Kvcrj act. however cruel and unjust, which tended to hasten that 
result was supposed to be in the interest of the white man. These 
deeds were justified by a large element on the frontiers, and if 
any mail raised his voice in protest he was accused of being against 
his race and its known policy. For these reasons, the revolting 
actions of the white men were modified in the accounts of them, 
and when possible they were kept secret. Much of what we have 
has been distorted by the historian. True accounts of many 
incidents of border history have been lost or never written because 
those who condemned them feared the vengeance of the more 
savage scouts. Life on the border tried men’s souls. It gave to 
some the outlet for a venomous passion for blood. Many deeds 
were too dark for the printed page. These were held in the mem¬ 
ory. related around the cabin-hearth and the hunter’s camp-fire 
with bated breath, and thus became the tradition of the border 
days. The record is incomplete, and it is now impossible ever to 
make it complete. 

On the other hand, atrocities committed by the Indians were 


occasionallv suppressed. "1 lie motive was merciful, that the 
family of the victim be spared unnecessary anguish. 

John Harper was a soldier of the Revolution, and served 
seven years as a private, V irginia troops, lie came to the North¬ 
western Territory in ISOO, and settled on Mill Creek, near Cincin¬ 


nati. His son. James Harper, was born in Berkley County, 
Virginia, 1786. He enlisted for the war of 1812, and served on the 
Northwestern frontier with Cencral Harrison. In company with 


fourteen other soldiers, he was sent with a dispatch to an outlying 


post, with strict orders not to fire on Indians, if any were met, 
unless attacked. \\ hilc cn route a few Indians presented them¬ 


selves, and were fired upon, when they tied. The soldiers pursued. 
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3 nJ fell into an ambuscade. Only a few escaped. Harper, when 
last seen bv his companions, was captured with one or more 
Indian scalps ai his bell. He was carried to some point on the 
1 ikes and burned at the stake. Through commiseration for his 


Lakes and burned at me stake, iiiiuugu suwiiukhuuu 
parents, the tragedy was never made public. 

This story was given inc by Mr. John Dclaplanc of Fort 


Jefferson, Ohio, an immediate descendant of the Harper family, 
and is here published for the first time. 











































CHAPTER III 


There is considerable mention of Jesse I lushes in the annals of 
the early settlement of Northwestern Virginia, particularly in 
those portions relating to the Indian wars of the period. But 
taken all together there is not enough to give the reader any 
accurate idea of Hughes and the important part he played in the 
settlement of the central regions of the present State of West 
Virginia. It will, however, aid the reader much when combined 
i\iih what has been preserved herein and published for the first 


time. For ihb reason I have decided to repn 
the extended reference to him found in the 


it *ducc in rliis chaplet 


History 


Sr(tlrmrnt and Indin tt If ars of If rstrr u I ir g i nin 


of thr Early 
Dr. W illis 


Del lass, W heeling, lttM, Another reason for this quotation h 


that tho work is so yen rare that it cannot be consulted by the 
average reader* It is a, work of high order and lias been an author¬ 
ity for more than half a century. \ few references to Hughes 
from other sources will be found in this chapter. 


Jesse Hughes 

4< One of the un it active, daring and uiccts&M Indian hunters in the mourn*'in 
region of \ irginia. was Je^se Hughes. He has nut inappropriate!) been styled the 
Wctxd of that portion of the sure, and in many respects, certain!) was not unde¬ 
serving of that distinctive appellation. Jcs*c Hughes possessed in an imminent 
decree the rare constituents of courage and energy. These qualities, *o essential 
in thu&c days of savage warfare, gained far him the confidence of the sturdy men 
by whom he was surrounded, and often induced them to select him for the post 
of leader in thru various expedition* against the enemy. Many are the tales of 
ad*nature which the people of YViM Pork and Little Kanawha relate of ihi> notable 
personage. A few of these we have collected and now give. 

’Tlughi v wat l native of tUc nvfan \*> which hb operation* were diieily con¬ 
fined. Hr was born on the headwaters of the Mimongaht'la, and grew to manhood 
iimid I lie da livers and privations which the people of that section nf \ irginia 
endured during the long yean of a border warfare. Karfy It■. l rn i ug that the rifle 
and T' inahawk wen ho principal meaio of tnainu-rum- ami drfrime, he became 
hi adept in tlicir use an d refilled to at knowledge a -uperior anynlieus Passion¬ 
ate!) devoted to the w < h.k! p he became invaluable to the settlements as hunter and 

inut \ .. of delicate frame, hut an iron con titminn. lie could endure more 

fatigue than any of his associates, and thus w:i> enabled to remain abroad at all 
-r.i-on-' without inconvenience or detriment. Many were the threalcned blows 
which his vigilance Averted, and numerous lives of helpless settlers Ilia strong arm 
readied forth to ave. The recollecth n of hi* service* and devotkra i* ilI cherished 
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uitl a lively feeling of admiration by the people of the region with which his name 

U so intimately associated, 

'‘The following incidents illustrative nf tm career, we derive from sources 
entitled Xit ever credit. The one which immediately follows is from an old and 
intimate friend of Hughe* (Mr, kernel ■ f Ohio), t whom i( Was communicated 
|w ihc hero him*rff, and afterwards e >nnrmed by Mr. I liraru, who was one of 
the cM^dition. 'I'he time of ihc incident was about TO. 


-\ ■ Indian depredations had recently occurred in the victnttv or Clarksburg, 
4i;J the inhabitants began !«■ congratulate themselves that difficulties were finally 

at an end. 

■“One night a man hearing the fem e of a *mall lot, he had a horse in, fall, 

jumped up and running out s,j* an Indian spring on the horse and dash olL The 

uh -K settlcmnni wa^ alarmed in an hour >>r two, a company of twenty-five or 

thirty men were paraded, ready to start by daylight* They took a circle outside 

of the settlement, and ^ u found the trail jppaTenth t ight <nr ten horses, and 

1 3 u - ) supposed, about that man) Indians. The captain (cho>eit before Hughes 

ji.lined the coih|mti) ) called a I alt, arid held .1 council to determine in what manner 

to pursue them. The ca plain and .1 majority of I he company were for following 

on ilu-ir trail: llughc- was opposed, and he ^tid hi could pilot them to the spot 

■-.l:i ii the Indian* w uld cro*.- :lu nfifa, In ,l nearer way than the enemy could go, 

and if they reached there before the Indians, could intercept them and be sure of 

'itccess. Hut the commander in 0Ted 01 pursuing the trail. Hughes then tried 

another argument: he pointed out the danger of trailing the Indians: insisted that 

the) would waylay their trail, in order to know if ihc> were pursued, and would 

choose a rituatfan where they could slrnot two three and set them at defiance; 

and alarming the others, the Indian* Would out‘travel them and make their escape. 

The commander found that Hughe* was like to get a majority for his plan, in 

which event he ithe captain) would fare the honor of planning the expedition. 

Hughes, by tome, was considered too wild for the command* and it was nothing 

but jealousy that kept him from if, for in mo t of the Indian excursions, he got 

the honor of the best plan, or did t he beM act 1 hat was performed. "Hie commander 

then broke up ihr Council by calling aloud to ihc men to follow him and let the 

cowards go home* acid dashed off full speed, the men til following* Hughes knew 

the captain^ remark was ini ended for him* and fell the insult in the highest degree, 

but fallowed on with ilu- rest. They had not gone many miles until the trail ran 

down a ravine where the ridge on one side via* very steep, with a ledge of rock 

far a considerable distance. (>n tlie top of this cliff two Indians lay in Ambush* 

and when the fern party gut opposite they made a noise of some kind, that caused 

the men to stop: that instant two of the company were shot and mortally wounded. 

1 lic> now found Hughes' prediction fully verified, for they had to ride so far 

i' u.u br!v,u- they could get up the cliff, that the Indians with ease made their 
escape. 


*i V 


hey jail now avm'd that Hughe* 1 plan wa* the hr it, and urged him to pilot 
_ r * Ver where the Indians would crocs. He agreed to do it; but was 

' . hi Jw ti ... I.itr* for the Indians knew Thai they were pursued and would 

ma J ''operate push* After leaving some of the company to take care of the 
'ft e men* they put off far the Ohio river, at the nearest point, and got there 
next day shortly after the Indians had emssed. The water was still muddy, 
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And the rafts (bat they ctv**cd on were floating down the diorc. 

The men were now unanimous for returning borne; Hughe? *t*»rj Hatiifactfon 
for the in mlt ike captain had given him: he si id he wanted to li mi out who the 
COwaitU were; that if any of them would po. he would cm*-, the river and *calp 
ionic uf the Indian*. They all refused. He then said if one man would go with 
him, lie w.iuld undertake ir; hut none would consent. Hu^hvi then *ajd he would 
go .Hid take one of their scalps, or leave his own. 

m TIk c<*ropatty now iUrtcfl home, and Hughe* went up the rivet three or 
four mile*, keeping out of sight of it* for he expected the Indian* were watching 
them to iee if they would cross. He there made a rafi T trotted the river, and 
encamped for the night, I he wcxi day he found their trail, and pumietj it very 
cautiously, ami about ten miles from the Ohio found their camp. Then- was but 
one Indian in it, tin h-m were out hunting, the Indian left to keep camp, In 
order to pass aw;i> the time, got to playing the fiddle on ionic hones that they 
had for the purple. Hughes crept up and sh"t him, l-*k hi* scalp and rn.uli 
the best of his wav home, 

M Thc following characteristic anecdote goes far to illustrate the great dii- 
ccrmucnt and in-i.mi.i .hhhis arrangement of plans id rhb *hrcwtl and .killful 
Virginia hunter, 

f ‘If i* a general belief that the Indian is exceedingly cunning; unrivalled in 
the peculiar ku«<u ledge of the woods, and capable, by the extraordinary imitative 
fatuities which he possesses, to deceive cither man, beast or fowl. This is true to 
ji certain extent; but Mill, with all his natural sagacity and quick perception f a 
native woodman, the Indian warrior falls short of the acquired knowledge uf a 
well trained hunter, a* the following case serves to illustrate, lent Hughes was 
more than a match at any lime for the most wary savage in the forest In hit 
ability to Anticipate all their artifice?, he had but few equals, and fewer still, 
superiors. But, to the incident. 

“ \t a time of great danger from the incursions of the Indian*, when ihc 


citizen * of the neighborhood were in a fort at C'farksburg, Hughes one morning, 
observed a lad very intently fixing his gun. *Jim\ said he, ‘what are you doing 
that foiT *1 am going to -hoot a turkey that 1 hear gobbling on the hillside/ 
'aid Jim. M hear no turkey,’ said the other. ‘Listen/ *aid Jim: ‘there, didn’t 
you hear it? Listen again/ ‘WeLE/aayi Hughes, after hearing ii repeated, 1 Hi 
go .4tid kill it/ *\o you won't, said the boy, ‘it i- my turkey ; I heard it first/ 
"W ell/ i,iid Huphto *but you know I am the best shot. HI go and kill it, and ^jve 
ytm the turkey/ The lad demurred but at length agreed. Hughes went out of 
the fort i>n the side that was farthest from the supposed turkey, and pairing along 
the river, went up a ravine ami cautiously creeping through ihe lushes behind 
the spot, came in whence the erfa* issued, and, is he expected, espied a large Indian 
lining on a vfa'ttjiut stump, surrounded by sprouts, gobbling, and winching if 
.my ot ii v. ouhl con it from the fort to kill ihc turkey, Hughe* liMt him ho fort the 
Indian kmrt of hi* approach, took off the scalp, and unit into the fort, where 
Jim wa h wailing for hi* i rizc. 'There now/ say s jini, ‘you have let the turkey a ». 
I would have killed it il I had gone/ "No/ tays Hughe*, *1 didn't let it go; 1 ;md, 
taking out the scalp, threw it down. 'There take your turkey, Jim, I don't want it/ 
Thr fad was i>vercome, and nearly fainted to think uf the certain death ho had 


escaped, purely by the keen perception and good management of ft- I L i lie*/ U 



(1) Sec page +20, 
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«j ette Hughes, aa wc have already stated, wa> often of invaluable service to 
1 j lf ifttlcmrm* jfang th c upper Mommgahefa. by advising them of the approach 
f Indians. On otic occasion* a considerable body of the common enemy attacked 
fon nKir Clarksburg, and but for the energy and fearlessnc** of Hughes might 
hive reduced the frail structure, and massacred every- one within it. This daring 
man boldly went forth for succor, and succeeded in reaching a neighboring station 
m j r ■ v. Immediately a company of men left lu relieve the besieged, when the 
Indian*, fearing the superior numbers, retreated in haste, (2) 

'‘Hughes' -curing expeditions were not always confined to the extremr upper 

region* of the Mimongulida* He often \ iriicd the nations lower down, and spent 
much of hi* time at Pricken's fort, also al the stockade where Morgantown now 
. , r. J.. and ru ns other settlement in the nci k hbar hoc*! He was a great fav .rite, 
and no scouting par ty could be complete, ualrts Jc*sc Hughes had something to do 
with it. \\ c rrgrri (hut our limit? will not allow m in give more incidents in his 
very eventful life/* 


now 


Mr. LuiIut Raymond, who is still living at Clarksburg, says 
that William Powers, while on his deaih-bed, told him that ihc 
incident of Hughes and the turkey never occurred at Clarksburg; 
that he knew the settlement from the beginning, and that the 
story was a mistake. Powers had an impression that he had 
heard a similar story as occurring east of the mountains, Mr, 
Haymond says that Powers w as well posted on events happening 
on the frontier after his arrival, 

Mr. James Stanley Gandec, a son of Jesse's daughter Massie, 
often heard both his mother and his Mint Rachel Cottrell tell the 


Hughes turkey story. There never was any doubt about its 
authenticity. As related by them, the occurrence was substan¬ 
tially the as recorded by Dtl/ass, but the place was West's 
Fort, instead of Clarksburg. The lad who first heard the turkey 
ami who was preparing to go shoot it, was James Tanner, a brother 
U Jesse s wife, and was then some fourteen or fifteen years of age* 
I was told by Mrs, Mary Straley, of Hacker's Creek, 


w ho had known Jesse Hughes and some of his family, that 
the boy who figured in the turkey story was Jim McCullough, 
Mrs. Straley seemed to have no doubts regarding the credibility 
of the story, but did not state where it occurred. She was well 
informed on the early history of the Hacker's Creek settlement, 
and was a woman of high integrity. 


residence at Clarksburg, although he spent much of his time 
about the fort there. His scouring expeditions extended all over 
thcjV irginia border and western Pennsylvania, 


(5 See papt 421, 
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1 hai William lowers should h;iv*e heard a similar story fast 


■ 

of the mountains cannot militate against the authenticity of the 
Hughes story- Border lore abounds in sue It incidents. (3) 

/* Lewis Pry ton (I) gives the following on Jesse Hughes, 
evidently epitomized from Dr Hass: 


'"One of the most active, daring anj successful Indian hunters in the mountain 
region of V irginia wap jt 1 f lushes—Kinictimcs styled the Wetse! of his portion 
of the Stale* He wn bom op the headwater* of the Motiongalida, Ya. t about 
17 (iM, and early became skilled in the use of the rifle and tomahawk lie was a 
man of irtm constitution, and could endure extraordinary privations and fatigue, 
\bitty anecdotes are told of his encounters with the red men and of the invaluable 
■pH ices he rendered to the white settlement* on the \1< >ru»n£ahc|a. Jesse llutheft 
vvah more than a match at any time for the most wary savage in the forest* In 
hi> ability to anticipate all their artifices, he had few equals and no superiors. 
He wat i great favorite, and no scouting ; m could lie complete unk ^ Jr**r 
Hughes had something to do w ith it.” 


Jesse Hughes is mentioned frequently in U ithrrP Chronicles 
of Border Warfare* referred to hereinbefore, and which will be 
duly noticed in the course of this history. 


{ 3 } Set- page + 21 * {■* p, 421 , 


i 


CHAPTER IV 


lu Doniphan’s Expedition, by William E. (onnclley, there 
h a biographical sketch cf Colonel John Taylor Hughes, a member 
t ,f ihe expedition of Colonel Alexander \V. Doniphan in the Mexi¬ 
can W ar. Colonel Hughes became the historian of the expedition. 
]|,- was a valiant miIJht. and WAI killed at tilt* battle “t Ittde- 


at the battle of Inde- 


pemlence, Missouri, in the Civil War. Of Colonel Hughes, the 


* * * 1 fe 


■ + Hi faille* was Samuel Swan Hughes the Jc*ecndaJlt of Stephen Hughes 

»nd his wife EiittbetilTarlion Hughe*. Stephen I lughr> came to Maryland from 
Wales, probably from Carnarvonshire, but possibly from (ilanutrpiiishire* Thtf 
date of his arrival in America h&i not l*tcn preserved, Hi* son Vbsalom moved to 
Powhatan County, V irgtnia. where he inteimnrried with the daughter of n planter 
whole name was also Hughes, and wh<i>e Christian name w ^ either Hand ■ t 
|—tnosl probably Jes^e. He lhed on Hughes Creek, in that county, and was 
a man of character and influence; many of hi> descendant live vet in Virginia 
and Wait Virginia, and some of them live in other parts of the United States, 
Joseph, the son of Absalom Hughes* married Sarah Swan. He moved to Kentucky 
about ihe year 1790 , and sell led in Woodford County. There hit son, Samuel 
Swan Hughes, married Nancy Trice, daughter of Colonel \S ilKiam Trice, a Vir¬ 
ginia soldier of the Revolution.” 


| c -c 11 lights, who lived on the stream then known as 1 lushes 
Creek, in Powhatan County, V irginta, was related by blood to 
Stephen Hughes, and had preceded him from Wales to America. 
The Hughes and Swan families were pioneer families in Virginia, 
and in their migration* the\ kept well together, members of them 
"fieri intermarrying. \nd from the intermarriage of Stephen 
Hughes with his kinswoman, the daughter of Jessie Hughes, in 
IV'iviiaian County, Virginia. Icsse Hughes, the famous pioneer 
and woodsman of Western Virginia, was probably descended. M) 
The date of the birth of Jesse Hughes is not known to be of 
record, and cannot be fixed viith accuracy; and the place is also 
uncertain. Dr 11 ass and Peyton agree as to the place; but Peyton 
alone gives the date. Kvidcntly they are both in error. The 
citation heretofore made to the work of Withers shows that Jesse 
Hughes was an active hunter in the Buckhannon settlement in 
1769, 'This was the first permanent settlement established on 
the waters of the unner Mcmomrahela. and we find him there but 


the waters of the upper Monongahela, and we 

(1) See page 421, 














Border Settlers of Northwestern Vikmm \ 



one year later than the date given by Pry ton as that of his birth, 
h is well nigh impossible that he should have been born on the 
waters of the Monongahcla, The Blue Ridge marked the western 
frontier of Virginia a^ iatc as 1763. (2) The few settlement scat¬ 
tered beyond that boundary towards tin Ohio, the westernmost 

of which was on Looney Creek* a tributary of the James, (5) 
were not permanent, and were almost all destroyed by the con¬ 
spiracy of Pontiac, 

Jesse Hughes was bom about the year 1750. It might have 
been a year earlier or later, though it is not probable that it could 
vary a year either way from that date. As to the place of his 
birth, the evidence at hand indicates that it was east of the Alle¬ 
gheny Mountains, perhaps on the waters of the 



Hughes 
Coat or Arms 


Wappatomaka of the Potomac. Susan Turner 
Hughes, the widow of George W. Hughes, a 
descendant of Jc^r Hughes, told W illiam K. Oui- 

nellcy, October 6, 1902, at Henry. Grant County, 

W est Virginia, that; “Old Jesse Hughes was born 
right over here on Jackson's River, close to the 
Greenbrier county-line. 1 have passed the place 
myself, in company with my husband, who pointed 
out the place, which is in a fine river bottom. 
He was born in the winter, and the wolves were 
starving in the woods because of the deep snow. 
The night he was bom they came into the yard 


and fought the dogs and ran them under the house and fought 


them there, and were only driven out by burning gunpowder 


on the health." Mrs. Hughes could not give the date of his 


birth, but said he was “A right smart chunk of a lad at the lime of 

Braddock’s battle.” 


If M rs. Hughes was right, Jesse Hughes must have been born 
in Allegheny County, Virginia. Complete reliance cannot, how¬ 
ever, be placed upon the information given by her; for some things 
which she related of Jesse Hughes, while they may be the local 
traditions of the country, could not be reconciled with known 
facts. Her description of the man and Ills cruel am! bloodthirsty 
course towards the Indians coincides perfectly with what is known 
to be true. She said: "Old Jesse Hughes had eyes like a painter 
[panther| and could sec at night almost as well as one. lie c<mid 
hear the slightest noise made in the forest at a great distance. 
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A he was always disturbed by any noise he could not account 

He knew the ways of every animal and bird in the woods, 
°a was familiar with the sounds and cries made by them. Any 
unusual cry or action of an animal or bird, or any note or sound 
of*alarm made by cither, caused him to stop and look about until 
he knew the cause. He could go through the woods, walking or 
running, without making any noise, unless the leaves were very 
drv. and then he made very little. He was as stealthy and notse- 
less .IS a painter, and could Creep up on a deer without causing it 
un fright. And he could outrun any Indian that ever prowled 
the forest. He was as savage as a wolf, and he liked to kill an 

Indian better than to cat his dinner.” 

If Jesse Hughes was bom on k son’s River, the shifting.s 

common on the disturbed border must have caused his parents 
tu move to tbeVVappatomaka settlements, for he came into western 
Virginia with hunters from that region. Thomas Hughes, who 
was killed on Hacker’s Creek by the Indians in April, 1778,(4) 


am 


s, w 


was 


«as Jesse's father; but no record or tradition indicating that 
l u . had settled <>n this stream, has ever been found. In KM a 


certificate was granted ’’Edmund West, assignee to Thomas 
Hughes, Senr., 400 acres on Sicamorc lack run, a branch of the 
West Fork [Harrison County] opposite Thomas 1 loughs [Hughes] 
Junr's land, to include his settlement made in 1773, with a 


pre-emption to 1,000 acres adjoining.” This is the earliest record 
that I have found regarding the settling of 1 ho mas Hughes, Sr., 
on the upper Monongahcla waters. W ilh some of riic Radeliffs 
he nettled on Klk Creek near Clarksburg, and his family still 
resided there in the fall of 1793. A family tradition has it that 

when the Indians ambushed and killed their father, who was then 
“quite old and bald-headed/* Jesse and Elias solemnly pledged 
themselves "To kill Injuns as long as they lived and could see to 
kill them,” Most terribly was that awful pledge redeemed- It 
will be seen, however* that both had killed Indians before the 
tragic death of their father, which event intensified, if possible, 
their hatred of the Indians, but was not the cause in which this 
haired originated, (5) 

1 have not been able to find any printed record showing that 


kill 


Jesse Hughes was an enrolled Spy or Ranger on the border. 

An inquiry to tlit* Bureau of Pensions, \\ ashington, D, C,, 
elicited the reply that *‘a careful search of the Revolutionary War 

M) See 422- (5) p. 424- 
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pL'nnion rolls fails to show a claim for any Jesse Hughes other 
than Survivor's File No. 9594." This was the Jesse Hughes, of 
Fluvanna County, Virginia, mentioned further on in this chapter. 

Jesse Hughes, the scout, died prior to the Act of Congress, 
June 4, 1852, pensioning the soldiers of the Revolution, and if his 
services were pensionable, his widow, who survived him several 
years, never applied for same. 

An inquiry made to the War Department failed to disclose 
any record of military enlistment by our Jesse Hughes. This, 
however, is true of others who were contemporary with Jesse, 
and who were known to have regularly enlisted in some branch 


lughes, of 


of the military. 

To a like inquiry to the Virginia State Library, Richmond, 

came the responses that, "neither the Muster Rolls of the Stale 
troops, nor the claims f««r Bounty Lands of that period, contain 
any record of the Jesse Hughes in question." 

The Thomas Hughes who accompanied Pringle's Band of 
settlers to the Buckhannon, in 1769, was Jesse's younger brother, 
bom about 1754. Hi^ inordinate passion for >port ami adventure 
lured him to this Eldorado of the hunter. He afterwards settled 
on the West Fork River, and was the sameThomas Hughes whom 
we find on Hacker’s Creek, and who hastened to the rescue of the 


l leshcr family when they were attacked by the Indians in 17S-L 
near where the town of W eston (6) now stands. 

The homestead register of Monongalia County shows that 
in 17SI, T homas Hughes was granted a certificate for "400 acres 
on the W est Fork, adjoining lands of Elias Hughes, to include his 
settlement made in 1775." The records of 1780 show that Thomas 
Hughes assigned to Thomas John (?) his claim to 250 acres on 


Ten Mile Creek (Harrison County), **to include his settlement 
made in the year 1772." \\ hether this assignor was the senior or 

junior Thomas Hughes, is not known, but the logical inference is 
that it was the latter. The date of the assignment is not of 
record. 

Although 'Thomas Hughes, Jr., was one of the must capable 
and persistent scouts cm the Virginia frontier, the only reference 
that we find to him in historv, is his connection with the hies her 

# f 

occurrence in 1784. 

In 1855 or 1854, Hughes applied for a pension, and we have 
a glimpse of hts border life in the meagre record preserved in the 

(f«> See page 424, 
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Government Pension Office at Washington. Hughes was illiterate 
ami his name alu n\ appears with the custumiff) l "X.' IIt> 
original application, or declaration with accompanying papers, 
has been destroyed, but from the fragmentary record we learn 
that hr was a resident on the W est Fork of the Monongahela in 
1774. and from that year until 1779 he was, every year, actively 
engaged in scouting from the West Fork to the Ohio River, under 
Captain W illiam Lou then His consummate skill in woodcraft, 
hi> bravery and caution, soon won for him a subaltern leadership, 
lie was subsequent!} commissioned a Lieutenant of Indian Spies 
j]i ( apt. Lowthcr’s Company, a trust he did nut resign until the 
spring of 1784. After this, he continued on ranging excursions 
in the different forts until the close of the Indian W ar in 1795. 
During ihis service, he was stationed at W est’s Fort, and at Rich¬ 
ards' Fort on the W est Fork. 

In 1780, Lieutenant Hughes was riding a pathway about 
inidvva\ between the West and Richards 1 Forts, when he dis- 
covered an Indian mounted on a horse, recognized to be that of 
Adam O’Brien's. (7) The Lieutenant sprang from his horse and 
fired at the Indian wounding him, when he tied. Hughes was 
determined if possible to recapture the stolen horse, and in corn- 
pans with Mcxandcr West pursued the Indian, tracking him by 
the blood. They found the tracks of several Indians, but lost 
the trail entirely at the West Fork River. It was supposed that 
the wounded Indian, perhaps dying, had been sunk in the river 
by his comrades. 


In the affidavit of John Cartwright (Outright), tvho in 1834 
testified for Hughes, it would appear that Hughes was in some 
regular military expedition against the Indians, from which he 
returned in 1784. Outright declares that after this, although he 
w;b “rationed at the Buckhannon Fort, he and Hughes went 


Tyuig and ranging together until 1795. and that Lieutenant 
Hughes lost much property through Indians, 



m Powers, Mexander West and Adam Flc&her also 
r, i Hughes in his claim for pension, while John 
it j, IT, vouched for the integrity of these witnesses, 

- Singleton, Special Pension Agent, who investigated 
aim for pension, reported under date of January 2nd, 
nd erst and from Hughes’ \gent, James M. Camp, that 
s) mind is entirely gone, and from other sources that 


P) 
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he is a maniac and has been confined for years, Christopher 
Nutter, William Powers and others tell me that he did good 
service, but was in no regular service, so therefore is not entitled 
to pension." Hughes was refused a pension on the grounds that 
■ his service was rendered in the Indian Wars, and not in the War 

of the Revolution. (8) 

The munificence of an appreciative and “grateful country** is 
pitifully portrayed in its sentiment toward this time-wrecked 
j | veteran of twenty years of incessant warfare. As a scout Lieu¬ 

tenant Thomas Hughes was surpassed only by his two renowned 
brothers. The life of the wilderness spy was arduous, and fraught 
with constant danger. His wages were meagre (9) and those 
who were thus employed throughout the long border wars, seldom 
laid up a sustenance for old age. 

Lieutenant Hughes died in October, 1837, in Jackson County, 
West \ irginia, where he moved, perhaps, soon after the treaty 
of Greenville in 1795* Mrs, Hughes died three months previous 
to the death of her husband. They left only one child, Thomas, 
j whom it appears was still living in 1854, aged seventy-one years. 

There is no family tradition that connects Charles Hughes 
(10) who was engaged in the repulse of the Indians at West's 
Fort on Hacker's Creek in 1778, with the family of Jesse Hughes, 
though they were together in that engagement. It is quite prob- 
able that two Hughes families, closely related, were represented 
in the pioneers who settled on Hacker's Creek, and the name 
seems to have disappeared from the settlement in that beautiful 
I < valley at an carlv date. 

i M 

In 1781, a certificate was granted “W illiam McCleery, assignee 
to James Hughes, for Htt acres on Spring Creek [tributary to the 
Little Kanawha] to include his settlement made in 1774." I 
know nothing of the antecedents of this James Hughes* 

In an early day one Edward Hughes, then a boy, came with 
some men from the Greenbrier settlements to the mouth of Morris 
C reek, since known as Hughes Creek, on the Great Kanawha. I 

• in n # * * I vj ^ rjj I ^ 

know nothing of this lad's parentage. He seems to have been 
; the only one of the name who came from Greenbrier with the 

j party, who apparently were hunters. They built a small fort 

I on a cliff by the creek, where they could reach the water by letting 

down a gourd with a grapevine. The boy experienced many hard¬ 
ships, At one time he was left alone for several days at the fort, 

(H) See page 424, (9) p. 423. (10) p. 425. 


I 
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and subsisted on parched corn, and a few fish that he caught in 
xhv creek. He was captured by the Indians while fishing on 

^ Creek, a tributary of the (iaulcy River, now in Nicholas 
County* and was carried to the Indian towns on the Muskingum. 
}\ v remained with his captors for more than two years, during 
whidi time he learned their language. He ascertained that the 
(Jreat Kanawha joined the Ohio somewhere below where they 
then were, and determined to escape. He secreted a quantity 
Q f d r ; c d venison, and w aited for a full moon. He then fled to the 
Ohio River, where he constructed a raft of dry timber, and floated 
down to the mouth of the Great Kanawha. During the voyage 
he never approached the shore, but when tired nature demanded 
a rest, he anchored his raft in mid-stream with a stone attached 

to a grape-vine. 

He abandoned his raft, and following up the Kanawha, and 
after much suffering reached the little fort on the cliff. \\ hen he 
left the Indians he took with him a coat ncath made from a 


bear skin. The fore-tegs formed the anus, and the neck and head 
formed the collar and head-covering. It was soft, pliable, and 
comfortable in the most stormy weather. Edward Hughes mar¬ 
ried and settled near where Summersville. in Nicholas County, 
now is. He never used intoxicants, and was devotedly Christian, 


He was buried on the mountain side, overlooking the site of the 
little fort in which he had spent so many of his solitary days, (Ilf 

In 1770, a Thomas Hughes, born in 1753, and who married 


Elizabeth Swan, settled on the west side of the Monoitgahcla, 
near the mouth of Muddy Creek, (12) now Carmichaels, Green 
County, Pa.; but he was of another family, though perhaps 


blood relation of Jesse’s father. Thomas Hugh , of Carmich- 
aek had a brother John, who was a Captain of the Pennsyl- 
v.mia Rangers during the Revolution. He was killed bv the 


Indians near Louisville, Kentucky* in 1780, 'This family also 
hailed from Virginia, 

\ I hennas Hughes resided in now Kanawha County, W est 

Virginia, in 179L 

^ I homa* Hughes was Paymaster of the 7th Virginia Regi¬ 
ment from January I, 1777, to May l t 1778. He received a 

military land bounty in 1783, 

I t may be of interest to note that the Jesse Hughes of Fluvanna 
Virginia, previously referred to. in ihc spring of 1776, 

(H) Sec 425, (12) p, 425. 
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at the age of twenty, enlisted as a private in Roger Thompson’s 
company of minute men, which was attached to Meredith s Regi¬ 
ment in eastern Virginia, and then to Morgan's riflemen in west¬ 
ern Virginia. In the fall of 1776, Hughe* enlisted in William 
Pierce’s Company of Harrison’s artillery. He fought at Mon¬ 
mouth and Newport, was stationed at Providence, and was dis¬ 
charged in 1779. He volunteered as a lieutenant in Joseph Hay¬ 
den’s Company in 1780 and was at the battle of Camden. In 

1781 he was drafted as a lieutenant of militia, but was seized 
with smallpox and did not join the army until the day afier 
Cornwallis’ surrender. He was. no doubt, closely related to the 
ancestors of Jesse Hughes of pioneer fame, for the locality from 
which he enlisted is very near the ancestral home of the Hughes 

family. 

The Muster Rolls in the War Department at Washington 

^ ^ * _ 


show that one Jesse Hughes served as a matross in tapiain 
William Pierce’s Company, hirst Artillery Regiment, Continental 
Troops, commanded by Colonel Charles Harrison. He was 
enlisted December 31, 1776, for three years, and was discharged 
December 20. 1779. Neither his residence nor the place of his 
enlistment is of record. This matross was the Jesse Hughes of 
Fluvanna Countv. In 1837. he was allowed a Bounty l and 


ar 


1 |U I Bllllll P --- ~-J f ! „ 

Warrant for three years’ service as private in Continental line. 
The First Continental Artillery Regiment was assigned to the 
State of Virginia by Act of Congress approved October 3, 1780. ^ 
In 1778, a Jesse Hughes, a matross in Col. Charles Harrison s 
Virginia and Maryland Regiment of Artillery, Company No. 1, 

was returned as “sick in Virginia,” along with Sergeant John 
H....1..., ,.f tlw. same rnmnanv. <131 There were several other 


Hughes of the same company. (13) there were several otrier 
Hughes among the Virginia troops, but they have no place in 

this story. 

|ohn Hughes, of Lancaster, Pa., under date of July IL 1763, 
wrote to Colonel Bouquet an elaborate and detestable plan for 
hunting down the Indians with savage dogs, in the true Spanish 
way. (14) W hile this man was perhaps no relation to our hero, 
the two would probably have been in complete accord on the man¬ 
ner of procedure in dealing with the Indian question. 

In 1770 or 1771, lesse Hughes was married to Miss C.race 
Tanner, and settled on Hacker’s Creek, about one mile above 
where West’s Fort was afterwards built, and at the mouth of a 

1 1 Sec pue 425, (14) p. 425, 
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m w hich has since been known as Jesse s Run- Here he 
buih his cabin on the site of an old Shawnee village. This was 
embraced in a homestead certificate, issued in 1781 to “Jesse 
Hughes for 400 acres on Hacker - Creek, adjoining lands of 
Edmund West to include his settlement made in 1770*** (15) 

In this lonely cabin, standing, as it did t on the western out- 
s y m 0 f the most western (16) and remote settlement on the 
Virginia frontier* this young couple experienced many thrilling 
adventures incident to border life in the virgin wilderness- The 
wife possessed the sterling qualities of rugged and noble woman- 
htitnl. Endowed with that fearlessness and energy of character 
which a life of constant peril on the border engendered, she was 
admirably fitted for the companionship of her half-wild, yet 
ren wned husband* whose savage temper was not conducive to 
domestic happiness, h was in this cabin that the} had a thrilling 


experience with a rattlesnake. 

One night Jesse was awakened from a sound sleep by feeling 
a living creature trying to work its way upward iieiween his throat 
and the close-fitting collar of his homespun shirt. The contact 
of a 





wmp-juce Doay with his own, caused him to suspect 
instantly the nature of Ids bed- fellow* and fully aroused him to a 

* p * 

sense of his danger. With that rare self-control and presence 
of mind that served him SO well in more than one instance of 
y peril, he softly spoke to his wife, waking, and telling her 
of the threatened danger* and directing her to get out of bed with 

their child, and remove the bed-clothing. This she did so gently 
that the restless intruder, who was still endeavoring to force its 
bp ad fiat head under the obdurate shirt-collar* was not disturbed. 
I he covering removed, with a single lightning 
Jesse bounded to the floor several feet away. A huge 

at his feet* With an angsy whir-r-r-r it threw 
itself into the attitude of battle, but was soon dispatched 

nexi 111 ruing Jesse went prospecting for snakes, and found in the 
tnd u{ + i hollow log which wa> built into hh cabin* five copperheads 

a "d one rattlesnake* (17) 

I rorn his advent into the Buckhannon settlement in 1769 to 

the year 1778, we find no 
m border annals* 



movement. 



ra 






mention of the name of Jesse Hughes 



it is not to be supposed that so restless and daring a man 
U rcmail ' Inactive while such scenes of bloodshed were being 

<1S) (If.) p. 426. (IT) p. -127. 
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enacted about him. His insatiate passion for Indian blond pre¬ 
cludes this idea, and investigation proves the fallacy and adds 
strength to the statement of Mr. Bond, that the chronicle of 

Withers is but a partial and fragmentary history. 

While living on l lackers Creek, and within rifle-shut of his 

own door, Jesse consummated a deed, which, for needless and 
unprovoked treachery, was scarcely surpassed by the Indians In 
all iheir ravages of the Virginia border. He arranged a meeting 
with a friendly Indian for the ostensible purpose of Upending a day 
in hunting. To reach the place of rendezvous the Indian had to 
cross Hacker s on a “foot-log/* a tree felled across the stream to 
form a means of cursing The time of meeting was appointed for 
an hour when the sun should reach a certain point above the tree- 
tops. Long before that time Jesse stealthily repaired to the spot 
and concealed himself in a position which comma ruled an unob¬ 
structed view of the foot-log, and there awaited the coming of lii^ 
unsuspecting victim. At the appointed hour the Indian issued 
from the deep tangle of the valley forest. An eye gleamed along 
the barrel of the deadly rifle, the Indian readied the middle of the 
log, a report of the rifle reverberated through the valley, and the 
lifeless body of the Indian fell forward into the stream. 

Hughes claimed that the Indian approached in a suspicious 
manner, wary and watchful, and that he felt justified in killing 
him. It is not at all probable that an Indian brought up amid the 
danger* of the wilderness, would traverse a forest path other than 
with every faculty alert to hidden danger. His very training 
would preclude this and his caution was no evidence that he 
intended treachery. Had he meditated evil, he would more likely 

have followed ihe course pursued by Hughes. 

Not only did Hughes engage in Indian killings not chronicled 

by Withers t but he was a leader in the terrible massacre of the 
Bull town Indians, an account of which must form a separate 
chapter of this narrative* 


CHAPTER V 


Yt nu very remote period prior to the advent of the white 
man m i n the Trans-Allegheny region, Hacker's Creek had been 
the seat of an Indian population of no mean magnitude. Indeed 
the evidence of a very ancient occupation of this valley by man is 
not wanting. In the present work it is impossible to enter as 
deeply into this interesting subject as would be desired, or as 
personal observation might warrant; hut as it is expedient that 
the reader have some idea of the condition of this valley in its 
primitive stale, brief mention on the most salient points of what 
is known on the subject w ill be made here* 

About the year IK%, Samuel \lkire, a great-grandson of 
Jesse Hughes, in the line of his daughter Martha, excavated a well 
for stock-water on his home farm some three miles below the 
village - I Berlin* The well was Jug in a broad, sloping draw, 
near the base of the hill bordering cm the right of the valley. At 
rile depth of twenty feet the workman,Charley Tenny t of Jane Lew, 
came upon a perfectly sound and w ell preserved spruce,or pine pole, 
to which some of the bark still adhered. This pole, about three 
feu in length, was firmlv imbedded in a strata of blue clav, and 
with it was a quantity of pine cones, twigs and other debris of the 
forest, which, at some remote period, had been lodged there by 
ihe action oi water. In removing the pole from its bed the work- 
man » Vv ’rii hi* mattock, severed it near the middle* Mr. A1 kire 


One fragment 


was present and saw the pole and cones taken out. _„_ 

was claimed by Mr. Tenny. but the other, together with several 
of the cones, was carefully preserved by Mr. Aik ire, w WhHtf 
them of scientific value. These lie 






at my 



~ — --- --r v 

and upon examining the timber, was astounded to find that it 
showed several distinct and well-defined knots where small limbs 

t_1 i 


had been 
bera 


tied with some kind of cutting took These protu- 

WLir stnooihh trimmed and of uniform ridge-shape, like 

t at produced by severing a limb with sloping cuts from two oppo* 

site sides. | he end showed similar cuts where it had been dis- 

* 


everjd in much the same way. It was impossible without the 
o a glass to determine the character of the incisions: whether 

ni-i.L. L_ 
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1 ^ tl or a steel implement. Vet, owing to the texture 
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of Ilu- wood in a young growth of this kind, time and other potent 
factors would have a tendency to smooth away and obliterate 
any slight irregularity or uneven surface left by the edged tool; 
or they may have been polished away by the ancient artisan; in 
which case a glass would have proved of little or no value in deter- 
mining the primary nature of the marks in question. Be this as 
it may, it is unfortunate that within a few hours after this very 
interesting relic came into my possession, and before it could be 
given a crucial examination, it fell into the hands of sotut thought¬ 
less boys who forever destroyed its archaeological value by whittling 
away every vestige of the traces left by the cutting implement of 
the unknown workman. 1 lie pole was partly carbonized and 
hardened; and was flattened to an oval shape, attesting to both 
age and the enormous pressure to which it hail been subjected, 
When first found it was about the size of the fore-arm, but in 


drying had shrunk to nearly half its original size 


■ ” - - - - ” T T - -i* 

Owing to the location of this draw, where naturally we sin <uld 
et a rapid accumulation of drift and soil washed from ibe 


tX p C Ct a rapid accumulation or arm ana sou waimcu now i<>*. 
hillside by every rain, the depth at which these objects were found 
would have slight weight in computing their age But the fact 


would have slight weight m computing their age* mil tiic 
that nowhere in this valley or its tributaries does there grow pine 
timber of any kind, nor docs there exist any evidence that such 
trees ever did grow there* makes this find Important, 1 he mere 
finding of the limb would in itself signify little, as it might have 
been transported from other regions in quite recent timci; but 
the discovery of pine cones ill quantity, evidently washed there 
from a forest growing contiguous, is indeed puzzling. It L vain 
to speculate as to the time required for the passing of one variety 
of forest trees and the production of an entirely different species 
in its place, even if such was the case in this instance* Arc we 10 
take the discovery of this mysterious relic with its interesting 
surroundings as proof that in this valley man antedated, by vast 
ages, the primitive forest with which it w p as so densely clothed 
when the white man first set foot in its sylvan beauty? Or shall 
we accept Mr* Aik ire's humorous solution of the riddle “itiai 
some old codger, living here at some time, had planted evergreen 
shade trees about his domicile, and had trimmed a branch from 
one of them fnr a bean-pole, and that the well had been sunk in 
the old man's bean-patch.” This theory would appear as logical 
and rational as those often advanced by archaeologists in support 
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of their pet hobbies. Let the deduction be as it may, importance 
- 1S attached to the discovery, and the loss of the relic is greatly 
deplored. I'actf- outweigh theory, and quite often what seems 
c ,t is" consequence proves of greatest value to the archaeologist 
in arrivimr at truth. But sometimes objects of recent origin are 


* * 


in arnv 


found under circumstances indicating great antiquity* 

On Kiiichelo Creek, Lewis County, West Virginia, several 
ycars ago in sinking a well, a fragment of pine board having 
w rought-iron nails driven into it was found at a depth of twenty- 
unc feet fmm the surface. The location <>f this well was not at 
the foot of a hill or near any existing water-way* where a rapid 
burial would be injured by either landslides or the accumulation 
of flood sediment. How n came there is a mystery* I examined 


a fragment of this relic, and certainly no one could claim for it a 
remote origin* 

Nearly one hundred years ago, while a well was being sunk at 
the old Henry \Ic\\ horter cabin, then occupied by his son Thomas, 
on McKinney's Run, < 1) iwo and one-half miles from Jane Lew, 
at a depth of six feel below the surface was found a six- or eight- 
pound solid-shot cannon ball. It is scarcely necessary to comment 


on the probale age or history of this find, further than to say that 
there v\as no military post in that region, and the early settlers 
possessed no artillery of any kind. The fact that the relic was 
found within one-half mile of the old Indian village site on the 
Davis farm would suggest that it had Keen carried there by Indians 
from some distant post prior to the settlement of the country* It 
is not known what became of the ball; it disappeared several 


years ago. 


ocaucred mrough the valley ot ifa< 
taries arc to be met evidences of forme 
t very hill and in every glen are found 
cup-stones that have been given so r 
gists. In addition to the isolated grav 


its 


former Indian occupation. On 
ound those mysteriously pitted 
a so much notice by archaeolo- 
i Loaves and numerous ancient 



ic valley is dotted over with sites of old abandoned 
ith their contiguous burial grounds. Because of their 
ication and the absence nf timber, these village grounds* 
11 fields/ were favorite places for homes with the first 
lu the main valley of Hacker s ( reek there are no less 

11 Indian village rites; and there is one on McKinnev T s 

■ 

<>liC nTi Jesse's Run, That on Jesse's Run is not of verv 
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great extern. The one on McKinney's Run is quite large and 
occupies a “Hal 1 ' nr second bottom. This old site is on the farm 
of Rev. Samuel Davis and in connection with it there is quite an 
extensive Indian burial ground. To secure this city of the dead 
from vandalism, Mr. Davis has planted a cherry tree on each 
separate grave. 

Numerous stone relics have been picked up on this field, hi 
an early day, Samuel Stalnakcr discovered the skeleton of an 
Indian in the crevice of a small ledge of rock on the border of this 
field, and near a drain which flows between the Davis and the old 
McWhorter farm- The bones were never disturbed, and the 
spot has long since grown over with grass and obliterated. On a 
high point, or ridge, on the last n a tried farm, two or three graves 
were found. One of them examined by my father, contained two 
skeletons, that of a very large man, and a girl about twelve years 
of age. Both were in sitting posture. The man's jaw had, several 
years previous to his death, been broken, but was neatly healed. 
No relics were found, and the remains were replaced, and the 
graves filled. 

West's Fort, now the present site of the residence of Minor L\ 
llalL was once an Indian village. On a beautiful elevation, or 
second bottom, at the mouth of Jesse's Run. was ail extensive 
village, and perhaps the ven Ia>t in the valley that was occupied 
by the Indians. It was here, in a little dell which ran through 
this village ground* that Jesse Hughes built his cabin. 

Another Indian village was located on a promontory-like 
fiat, which extend - out into the valley, in the farm of the late John 
Aik ire. Here settled Samuel Bounett, brother i" John Bonnet t 
who was killed on the Little Kanawha, hereafter noted* His 
r Id hewii-h e h( use is -till standing, though it is rapidly crumbling 
to decay. Just up the vallev, on the opposite side of the creek, 
on a fine elevated bottom uas another village of considerable 

proportions. Here can still be seen the remains of one ef those 

mysterious earth-wall enclosures met with in the Ohio Valley * 

*r w 

This earthwork, in former years, uas reverently preserved by the 
then owner of the land, Mr, David Smith, who has been referred 
to elsewhere in this volume. When he transferred the title to 
other parties, with commendable sentiment he stipulated that 
this pre-lustoric work should never be desecrated or disturbed. 
Hut in time the estate fell into the hands of those whose sole 
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incentive was money, and as this ancient monument stood in the 
wav M f c rups, it was sacrificed. Its encircling moat was filled with 
jog- and its walls leveled by the plow, h was the most porten¬ 
uous aboriginal remains in the valley. 

Near here stood “Miller's Fort/ 1 a strongly constructed 
dwelling, built near the close of Indian hostilities, and which 
nC ver figured in the defense of the border. With no place in the 
annals, the structure lives in tradition only. 

Oil aii elevation south or southeast of where the village with 
its mysterious monument stood, is an Indian burial ground of 
considerable magnitude. In one of the graves opened there in 
18 C X). was found a small fragment of bright blue home-spun woolen 
duih, which had been interred with the dead body of the Indian* 
Thb points to the occupation of the valley within historic times, 
and a comparatively recent burial* Unfortunately, this doth 
was lo>t. Another grave yielded a fine stone bird-head pipe, and 
a polished slate gorget; and another, a well-made celt, slightly 
damaged on the poll. In a grave which I opened and where 
“bundle burial" had been resorted to, there was found a clay pipe 
and a broken day vessel with the usual rounded bottom, which 
contained the fragment of a turtle, or tortoise shell, brittle from 
decay, and evidently the remains of a food-offering to ihe dead. 
Both pipes are of ancient type. 

Next comes the Indian village ground where John Hacker. 
• he first Miller on the creek, built his cabin, (2) It is ihe most 



Sin. or Joiis HackkVs Rksihekci; 

Photographed 1910 

_ Pm wrli and foundation of chimney* {Modem barn in but l-ground.) 

H) See pajre 4>7, 
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7.1 


beautiful section of the valley, ad about one mile, or over, below 
the present village of Berlin. 

Many interesting relics have been picked up in the “Indian 
fields" on the old Hacker farm. V hen a boy, I often rode horse¬ 
back to a corn mill near this place, and soon learned to watch for 
“flints" along the cla\ banks of the road. The fragment of an 
engraved sandstone tablet* a fine “chungky” stone, and a small 
copper pendant were, among other things* in the hands of nearby 
farmers* who refused to part with them. Grooved stone relics 
were seldom met with in any part ■ *f the valley. 

Marked traces of an aboriginal occupation are found on the 
high creek bottom, on the old C’ozad farm, now occupied by Mr. 
George Lawson. Not onl> stone implements, but iron or steel 
tomahawks have been found there. This farm was made historic 

by an Indian raid in 1791, (3) 

Several miles up the creek, just below the mouth of Rover's 
Run, (4) and where Mr, William Kelly now resides, was another 
Indian village. On a high ridge above this village, and contiguous 
to the valley, was a stone-heap, perhaps three by eight feet, 
eighteen inches high, and enclosed with a curbing of rude slabs of 
sandstone planted on edge. With Mr, T, Law, 1 examined this 
interesting stone-heap, and found a small bed of ashes one foot 
below the original surface, and near the center of the enclosure. 
In the ash-bed w;h a flint spear-head, which showed (races of the 
heat to which it had been subjected. Over the ash-bed was a 
sandstone slab about twelve inches square and one inch thick, 
which had been broken into fragments by the fire. 

Two other curbed stone-heaps were examined, apparently of 
the same age and of about the same dimensions as the 
first described. One of these was on the ridge dividing Jesse's Run 

from Hacker's Creek, on ihe farm of George Goodwin, and con¬ 
tained nothing. The other was a! Berlin, on the farm of Mr. E. 
IL Bonnett, on the “flat 1 * just above the old Hebron Church. 
This one was caiefully opened h\ Professor G. F, Queen* and 
yielded nothing save a feu flint chip- and some charcoal. Most of 
the stone of this mound had previous!) been removed and used in 
repairing the public road. \i no other place in America have 
similar remains been found, and il o lamentable that they have 
not been preserved. 

Far up the mountain on the left-hand side of Rover's Run, 
(3) See pife 127, (41 jv 427. 
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|]U j adjacent to Bear Knob, several years prior to these investi¬ 
gations, i examined an interesting effigy-like figure of Indian 

[t consisted of a single boulder* weighing perhaps three 


hundred pounds, lying on the surface, with a short row of small 
STMII i-s extending not unlike the arms of a rude cross from about 
the middle on either side. The stones were removed a 



excavation of six feet failed to reveal any sign that the earth had 
ever been disturbed, (5) 

\ few miles up the creek from where stood the village last 
mentioned, and on the farm of my maternal grandfather* the late 
I hn \Y* Marplc* is the trace of an Indian habitation of extraor¬ 
dinary import. It occupies a second bottom on the right-hand 
side of the valley, at the mouth of a small run which flows down 
ft in the hilb and enters the creek on the south. On the west 
looms Bear Knob seven hundred and fifty feet above this old 
village ground. Here can ''till be seen the outlines a great ash- 
circle- It is perfect in contour, save on the northeast side, where 
go ml) doping ground has caused the ashes to work down the 
incline and thus broaden the circle slightly. W here normal, it is 
<mr hundred and eight) feet in diameter. A belt of dark ashes 
MXi\ feet w ide, encircles a clear inner space sixty feel in diameter. 


l bb circle was thickly strewn with fragments of bone, mussel 



, (but chips, scraps of potter) , perfect and broken arrow 
points and stone relics. I saw this field plowed during the ’80s, 
at which time the measurements were made. The arrow points 
then secured were most I v of rude workman 




The fragment 

of a ' 4 chu nkey" stone was picked up; but not of the least 
hisioric import was the finding of a day pipe stem, of Caucasian 


* • 


origin. 

The field on which this ash-circle is located was cleared about 
die year 1821, by Mr. John Warner and a companion. It was then 
covered with a growth of young sugar-trees measuring some 
twelve inches in diameter; which would denote that the occupancy 
h} the Indians had been comparatively recent. There were but 
TUo huge trees on it, one a yellow poplar and the other a black 
walnut; each measuring five feet “across the stump." One stood 
m the north part of the field and the other tn the south part. Both 
were outside of the circle. Mr* Warner informed me that when 
they cleared this “Indian Field," he could have picked up a bushel 
oi Jbroken arrow points, which were sometimes used as gun flints, 
^5} ±2n m 
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and that the ground was literally covered with fragments of bone 
and mussel shell. Also that there were numerous remnants of 
stone implements, but not many in perfect condition. Pieces of 
pottery were abundant. Many years afterwards, among other 
things’ he found in an adjoining field a finely carved stone pipe, 
slightly broken. The material was hard, compact, brown sand¬ 
stone highly polished, ft is not known what became of this pipe. 
Some forty years later a perfect steatite “banner stone,” perfo¬ 
rated. was plowed up near the same place. 

Stone filled graves are found along the rocky base of the hill 
west of the “Indian Field,” and near where these last relies were 
f nilll J. North of these graves, a small nn.mid was Waled in 'lie 
first bottom. This mound 1 opened in 1SSO; and a flint spear 
head, a broken arrow point, a small piece of steatite paint-stone 
and a single bit of charcoal was all that was obtained. These, 
with the “banner stone” and hundreds of other interesting relics 
were collected from the village sites and burial grounds of the 
Hacker’s Creek Valley and various parts of the State. (6) 

There is said to be an ash-drete similar to the one described, 
on Rooting Creek, a branch of Elk Creek, (7) only a few miles 
north. These circles arc unusual tn American, or Old World 
antiquities. Locally, they arc associated with past strange reli¬ 
gious rites and occult practices. (8) 



Ancient Stone Fife 

/ ■u .t/ ift a plnu^hfti tifU nr at it ilUrtv Jwk'nn 

County, Hest Virginia. In ihe XhlVkorur Coilrdion, 
Mtururn of JttkitYi and History. Ctuirtrrmn, It . Va. See 
Th JfV.f Virginia HutoriaU Magazine, WI, Vot, V A*. 
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CHAPTER VI 


The tradition that Tecumsch wai born on Hacker's Creek, so 
briefly alluded to in a note supplied by me for the late edition of 
Chronicles of Border Warfare* is as follows: 

Sometime after the l reaty of Greenville, sc* the story goes, 
Tecumsch was in the settlements of the Cppcr MonongahcU and 
visited Hacker's Creek* While there, in a conversation with a 


Mi - Mitchcl, IVaimseh declared that he nas b«>rn on this creek; 
either at the village where Jesse Hughes afterwards settled, or at 
tin one where John Hacker, the pioneer, located* lie was also 
authority for the statement that the Indian name for Hacker's 

In Shawnee U'iva-kakami is 


hi 



Creek signified “muddy water 

muddy water, as applied to a lake or pona; wnuc wtya-nipe 
designates flowing muddy water, or river; and if Tecumsch was 
rightly reported, his tribe called this romantic stream fflya-ntpe. 
The same cognomen applies to the West Fork of the Monongahela, 
of which I lacker's Creek is an important tributary. Doubtless, 
the name* primarily* applied to the larger stream and extended to 
the smaller with some differentiating term. 

I'ecumseh was bom about the year 1768, just one year pre¬ 
ceding the Pringle colonization of the Cppcr Monongahela* The 
village at the mouth of Jesse's Run was occupied by Indians 
within historic times, as attested by the fact that brass buttons of 
an old style, and other objects of European manufacture, have 
been found intermixed with various Indian relics* 
rTms large quantities of lead bullets have been picked up on a 
clay bank near where stm*d the cabin of [esse Hughes. Tradition 
says that when the Indians wanted to clean their rifles they dis¬ 
charged them against ihis bank, or at marks placed there* The 
taih settlers resorted thither for their lead. There is also a ira- 
dition that there resided near West's Fort, a hermit-like hunter 
whn knew of a lead mine on a small stream that enters Hacker’s 
riTr ' f pnm 'hr south, in what is now the \lkirr settlement above 
_ c mouth of Jesse's Run* This grizzled nimrod obtained all the 
cad he required from this “mine,** but he would never divulge its 
°cation to fellow-coutitrymen* Dressed in buckskins a 

l *d moccasins, his step was light and trackless* C 







unnmg 
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as a fox. he was often traced to the high rultfc south of the creek, 
where he would disappear, hater he would return with a supply 
of lead. (I) Traditions of lead mines were current in nearly every 
Virginia settlement. In all probability the mysterious hunter 
obtained his lead from some such source as the claybank deposit, 
and was loth to share his failing store with his neighbors. 

It is known that the Ohio Indians frequented this region as 
hunters after the white settlers came, and tt is not improbable 



Tbcumsbu —Tub Gbutict or Shawn au 

From a pencil sketch mad* about ISll. There is no true portrait of Chief 
Tecumsrh » existent*. Courtesy of the Smithsonian I restitution. 


that Tecum sell was bont Here while his people were on one of 
those excursions. Drake says that Tecumsch was born on the 
Scioto River, near where is now Chillicothc. (2) Other authorities 
state that he was born on Mad River, a few miles north of Old 
Chillicothe, claiming that his parents and relatives were on a 
hunting expedition at the time, and were encamped on Mad 
River, Col. Hatch contends that Tecumseh was born near the 
mouth of Clearwater, on the upper point of its junction with the 

Great Miami River. (3) 

The Chillicothc, "Chi-la-ka-tha" one of the four divisions of 
the Shaw nee tribe, 14) always occupied a village of the same name. 

-m* 
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the Shawnee* retreated westward before the whites* several 
village* of illlame wore successfully occupied, (.5) To designate 
Tciumseh’s birthplace as "Old Chillicothe" U misleading. There 
w as an Old Chillicothc in each of the following counties in Ohio: 

Ross, Pickaway, (lark, Green and Miami, 

Old Chilltcoihc in Ross County, was the capitol of the Shaw- 
nct , c tit the time of Tecumneh’s birth, and it was evidently the 
hornc Q f his family * Such being ihe case, historians would suppose 

that he was born there; and in the absence of definite information, 
give that town the honor of his birthplace, though he may have 
been born at some distant and transient hunting camp. The 
Indians were, then, as they arc now, accompanied by their women 


trvcn when going to remote localities to mini. 

At the two villages on Hacker's Creek mentioned by Tecum- 
se h, there have been found the stone cist graves believed to be of 
Shawnee origin* Such graves are located in the midst of, or con¬ 
tiguous to these village sites, while those constituting the burial 
grounds on the hillsides and the ridges, arc the common stone- 
filled graves of a different tribe. The summit of Buck Knob (6) 


which overlooked the villages on McKinney s Run and at the 
mouth of Jesse’s Run, is such a burial ground* \\ ithoui entering 
into a discussion as to the probability cif which of these tribes 
were the last to abandon a continuous occupancy of the ^ alleys 
ur whether they were contemporaneous, summing up the facts, ! 
regard this claim of Hacker's Creek to the honor of being the 
birthplace of Tecumseh, supported as it is by his own statement, 
worthy of consideration and probably correct. Let Virginia then 
add to the long list of her warriors, patriots and ^talesmen* the 
name of Tecum-eh; really Tikamthi, or Tccumtha, the "meteor 
or "shoo ting-star* the "crouching panther/’ "I cross the path, 
or way," Even if born at Old Chillicothc or on Mad River, 
recumseh was still a V irginian; for all that part of the territory 
Northwest of the Ohio River belonged to V irginia until after the 


There was a tradition on Hacker's Creek which declared that 
1 etumseh in one of his incursions into the valley, losi his pipe 
usually an adjunct to the Indian Warrior's equipment and 
with it much of his pr< rige as a war chief. He and his followers 
spent many moons in a fruitless search for the missing talisman. 


I remember that more than thirty years ago there was found on 
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Jesse's Run a stone pipe of “strange and peculiar workmanship/* 
This revived the old story of Tccuimeh and his missing pipe; and 
many supposed that the pipe found was the one lost by this 
renowned chief* It is not known what became of the pipe. 



A Hacker^ Creek Pawpaw Thicket 
Photographed September* 1914, by Master Joe Reger McWhorter* 

(fruit of Mr GWO 

Primitive \\ iva-nipe must have been a veritable paradise for 
the red man. Beyond doubt it is today the garden spot of central 
U est Virginia, [t has a milder winter climate than the Buck- 
ha nnon region and the high mountain sections of the State* The 
soi! from the creek bed 10 the summit of the surrounding hills is 
generally fertile and productive. The first settlers found the 
valley clothed with a heavy growth of timber. Here the nut- 
producing varieties: the chestnut, shell-bark hickory, black and 
white walnut, the beech and white oak, grew to perfection on 
both bottom and hillside* The fruit was of superior size and 
quality* The hazel nut grew in abundance, while the uplands 
were covered with the persimmon; the service, or june-berry; the 
black and red haw, the mulberry and wild cherry. Hums of a 
most excellent flavor flourished along the banks of every stream 
and favored localities of the higher altitudes* Crabapplcs were 
a bo plentiful. The less fertile portions of the ridges were covered 
with the shrubs of the wild gooseberry and the huckleberry, 
beneath which was often found patches of the aromatic wiiuer- 
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Q n every variety of soil of the uplands grew mountain 
rape* of varied size and flavor; while the low* marsh and swamp 
lands were canopied with a matted tangle of the fox grape. large 
an d luscious. A small winter grape, rather acrid and less pala¬ 
table, was also found on the lowlands. The pawpaw, the fruit of 
the gods, attained to perfection and superabundance in this valley 
of valleys- Blackberries, raspberries and elderberries flourished 
In open and fertile ground, usually among the fallen timber. 
Occasionally wild strawberries were met with cm the high ridges 
and points where the timber was scattering; but they were not 
plentiful, The sugar tree* whose sweet-producing qualities were 

0Q universal!} made mr of In the Indian, stood shirk and thick 
over most of the bottom land and the rich north coves* Sassa¬ 
fras, and spice, ihc root-bark of the one and the twig of the other, 
used in preparing food drinks were plentiful* Medicinal barks 
and herbs were multitudinous* A fragrant variety of plant used 
in the preparation of kiniiikinicL or Indian smoking tobacco, was 
in abundance. Its leaves, when brewed* produce a drink scarce 
inferior 10 the best of imported teas. 

The forest teemed with all the game native to the Ohio \ alley, 
while the waters swarmed with excellent fish, turtles, frogs and 
mussels* The following incident will illustrate the profusion of 

the finnv tribe in this stream at the time of the settlement of the 

* 

valley. 

One evening Henry McWhorter, the pioneer millwright of 
Wilt's Fort, and his two oldest boys, prepared faggots or torches 
from sliver* of dry wood and went “fish-ciceine/* Walter, a 


m 


stones 


fmm slivers of dry wood and went “fish-gigging/* Walter, a 
small lad, having no gig* did not go with them. After they had 
gone, from a board he fashioned a rude paddle — a poor substi¬ 
tute for a gig — and taking a torch went into the ripple below 
tile mill dam. lie said afterwards that had the fish been stones 

lie could have walked across the creek on them, so plentiful and 
of such good size were they. He soon secured all the fish that 
he could carry — more than was caught by Ins father and brothers. 

kven at a much later date this creek afforded superior fishing 
grounds, Walter, when grown, and his son, my father, then a 
lad, went gigging below the bridge at jane Lew, Walter was an 
expn r at spearing fish and prided himself as such. 1 le saw \\hat 
he supposed was a “chunk 11 * of water-soaked wood Ivtng in the 


supposed was a “chunk 1 * of water-soaked wood lying in the 
npple and lightly set fits gig on it as he was passing by* W hat 
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was his surprise and chagrin, when with a splash the supposed 
“chunk" flashed from under the spear and was i>tf like a shot for 
deep water- The fisherman could never get over the loss of that 
fish, which he estimated to be not less than four feet in length, 

Buffalo, elk. Jeer, hear and innumerable small game abounded 
throughout this region. One old hunter whom 1 remember seeing, 
declared that in traversing less than one mile of the dividing ridge 
between Bridge Run and the left-hand fork of Buckhannon Run* 
starting at the head of the latter stream, he secured five deer. 
Ma ny are the tales of hunting adventures that have been handed 
down from the early settlers of this valley* and a few of them are 

here given* 

Menander West shot an elk on Hacker’s Creek, but the shot 
did not prove fatal, and the elk made off. West followed, finding 
that the animal often lay down. His better plan would have been 
to lei it lie, but he expected to find it dead* St continued to get 
up and travel, however, and West followed it to the present site 
of West Milford, on the West Fork River, where he killed it. He 
dressed the meat and hung it on trees out of the reach of wolves, 
and returned home. The next day he went with a pack horse and 


brought it tn* 

West was “coon hunting" on the right-hand fork of McKin¬ 
ney’s Run, when his dogs engaged a bear down in a very deep 
hollow* West soon heard his favorite dog howling with pain, 
and like the true hunter he started at once to the rescue, With 
drawn knife he plunged into the depths of the narrow gorge, the 
sides of which reverberated with the fierce snarls and deep growls 
of the savage combatants. It was very dark, and West could 
distinguish nothing hui a white spot on one of his dogs. He 
fearlessly approached the struggling mass and felt for the shaggy 
coal of the bear. Feeling along its side he located the fatal spot 
over the heart, and buried the long blade of Ins hunting-knife 
between its ribs, which ended the fray* 


Bears frequently made forays upon the herds of swine belong¬ 
ing to the settlers* Knowing the fighting qualities of the full- 


grown boar, the pioneer always had one at the head of Ids herd. 
'These long tusked savage brutes seldom came out of a bat lie with 


a bear with any serious injury. One night West heard a commo¬ 
tion among his hogs and went out to investigate. He found that 
a two-year-old bear had attacked the pigs, and in turn had been 
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set upon and killed by the old boar* The pigs were unhurt. !logs 
were turned loose in the woods and were send-wild, oft times 
entirely so and were very dangerous* When in defense of young 
^ fno j St or molested when in bands, they would not hesitate to 

man: and frequently hunters and ginsengers experienced 

thrilling adventures with them* 

West was a great hunter and often led the settlers in the 
nual hunts for the purpose of securing (heir winters meat. On 
om of these occasions a company of several men went into the 
Mountains of Randolph County, The party pitched camp, and 
carlv in the hunt killed two fine elk. That night the “marrow- 


biiius" were cut out and roasted for supper. After the repast 
and while sitting around the camp fire, one of the men in a spirit 
of hilarity , pulled a large lick from one of the dogs and wrapping 
«i in a “wad" of tobacco, handed it to a companion, a large athletic 
felli w, “ter chaw.” The unsuspecting victim did “chaw / 1 but 
soon found that the “quid” contained something not altogether 
“terbacker/’ Tpon learning the nature of the rude joke that had 
been played on him, he seized one of the heavy marrow-bones 
and would have brained the thoughtless joker, had not West 
interfered and prevented the fight. 

Mexandcr V\c>t related an occurrence near his father's house 


on Hacker's Creek* Some boy s one Sunday, stealing out an old 
musket, went in quest of adventure. In a nearby cornfield they 
shoi and killed a hear. This bear dressed and as usual* the 


meat divided among the settlers. Soon there was a savory “bear- 
pork simmering over the glowing fires in the great open chimneys 
“f more than one cabin home. The dogs gnawing at the offal, 
shook from the maw the mangled fingers of a human hand. Notice 
- i -he ghastly find was at once given out* and the partly cooked 
mea? thrown away* A search was instituted, and in another 
pan of the field was found the half-eaten bodv of a man. All 


around was tlie evidence of a fearful conflict. Most of the corn 


tJ|] an acre ©f ground had been Irani pled down in a terrific life- 
and-death struggle. The victim was an eccentric icllow, of pow- 
f hd build and strength, who often spent days and nights in the 
Wixujs, On this occasion he had been absent several davs but 


nothing was thought of it. 


on 1 lacker's Creek, there is but one mention bv 















































82 


Border Sutlers *n Northwestern \ iroixia 


the early chroniclers. H itkers^ ( 7 ) in speaking of the first settlers 
on the Buck ha mum River* and the stream in question, says: 

'Wl rhr closr of the working of 1769 sontu of these .idventurers, went 

t ilscif latnilit- -II tin South Branch; ^nJ v\ lu-n the; rruirord to Rather their 
crop* in the fall. found them entirely destroyed. In their absence the buffaloes 
no longer awed by the presence of man, had tmpaurd t>n their cndoturci, and 
eaten their corn to the ground—this delayed the removal of their families 'till 

the winter of 1770,” 

It has been noted in the preceding chapter that John Hacker, 
the first settler on the creek bearing his name, was one whose 
crop was destroyed. This occurred during his absence on the 
\\ appatomaka for his fa mil)', and is history; but the sequel is tradi¬ 
tion, There are few now- living who have ever heard of 1 lacker's 
long pursuit of the destroyers of his sole means of bread; but the 
landmarks of that chase will remain indefinitely. I am indebted 
to Mr. John Strange Hall, of V\ alkcrsville. W est \ a., for the 
following account of the hunt, as given him in manuscript by 
Mr. Jackson Arnold, who got it direct from Hacker’s children. 

“As soon as Hacker had installed his family in their new 

m 

home, with the usual equipment of a hunter he took up the trail 
of the buffaloes. It was a small herd* two full grown and a young 
calf, Buffalo and elk were not numerous on the upper waters of 
the Monongahela. and were never found in large droves. They, 
however, gave names to numerous licks and streams. ( 8 ) 

“The band which Hacker followed, was moving leisurely 
south for the winter, and ranging up and down the streams* If 
consumed time to find the various crossings; hence the short 
marches and many camps made by the huntsman. All the waters 
crossed, or followed by trail, with the licks and camps were so 
accurately described riiat subsequent hunters easily recognized 
them. Hacker s first camp was at the mouth of (now) Curtis 
Run, a branch of Little Skin C reek, where he dined on a turkey. 
The second was *Crane Camp/ on a tributary of the West Fork. 
Here in addition to the deer killed at a lick where the buffalo had 
halted, Hacker shot a crane; hence the name of camp and stream. 

“The trail followed the right-hand branch of the river to its 
source, and Hacker was, so far as known, the first white man to 
look upon the upper waters of the Little Kanawha, known at its 
mouth as the first great tributary of the Ohio below Fort Pitt. 
In the glades above the falls of the creek, he met with more abun- 

(7) See pj|fc 4II, (H) p. 4 >3. 
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Imt and fresher signs of buffalo. In addition to the grass, the 
crab apples and thorn berries attracted the game. 

**The third camp was noted for its durability* A rain storm 
coming up* the hunter sought shelter in a dry and comfortable 
vc j n a C liff t where he again regaled himself on a fine turkey 
trilled on the river bottom. This cave, or rock-shelter, has since 


been known as Hacker's Camp, and was subsequently occupied by 
hunters and ginseng diggers. The stream is known as Hacker's 


“The fourth camp was at Buffalo Lick, where Hacker shot and 
crippled a buffalo cow. She had just come up from the lick 
where the others were, and all fled over a well-beaten path toward 
a gap in the mountain. The trail wa* followed but a short dis¬ 
tance, when evening coming on, the hunter returned to the lick* 
It was at the source of a ravine, circular in form, rock bottom and 


about two rods in diameter. Several Mtiall springs issued from 
the bluff/, differing in taste, but none of them palatable. Here 
the sign of buffalo, elk and deer surpassed all that Hacker had 
ever seen, The brackish, or saline properties eff the water allured 
the animals from a great distance, 

“Buffalo Fork, an affluent of the Back Fork, or Right Fork of 
Utile Kanawha, and Buffalo Lick are names given bv Hacker. 


Following the t rail through the gap, a scene of nigged grandeur 
opened to the hunter's view. A boisterous stream rushed through 
the deeply wooded canyon. From the trend of the mountains, he 
rightly conjectured that it did not belong to the system on which 
he had been traveling, which proved to be the Little Kanawha, 
He had dropped onto the waters of Klk* a tributary of the Great 

Kanawha. 


“A few miles up the stream, the mountains receded, enclosing 
a beautiful valley. Here Hacker secured the cow previously 
wounded. She was standing in a clump of bushes near a lick. 
The sound of the rifle startled the others, now joined by another 
herd, and all fled towards the great Buffalo Lick at the forks of 
Elk River, which is now a noted health resort, the Webster Salt 
Sulphur Springs. The arduous chase was ended. The grim hunt- 
er s wrath was appeased and he prepared to return with the 
spoils. I he robe was removed and a small amount of choice 
parts selected and cured by the fire to carry home as jerk, 

"Hacker made a 1 tomahawk-entry* at the lick where the 




















































K4 Border Sett i*fks of Northwesters! \ ircinia 

com was killed, embracing the bottom land. For years it was 
known as Hacker's Lick, but in time the lick lost its value and 
now the locality with its village bears the name of Hacker's \ alley. 
This is a branch of the Holly River, so named by Hacker from the 
groves of this evergreen which adorned its banks. 

“The re 1 urn 1 rip was by short stages, the camps being at the 
mouth of Buffalo Fork, Crane Camp, and Little Skin Creek, at 
each of which I lacker made a * tomahawk-entry. 1 The latter 
was the only one to which he secured a title. Here, early in the 
last century Ins son Jonathan became the first settler of Skin Creek, 
After several years he sold the place to Rev, John Hardman, and 
moved to Crane Camp, He soon learned that he had no title to 
the land, it being covered by a large patent* The abandoned 
cabin in the wilderness became the abode of spooks." 

1 1 is noteworthy that Mr. Hall places the removal of 1 lacker's 
fainih to their new home in the autumn of 1769. From all evi- 

w 

deuce this is correct, but it is very probable that they subsequently 
returned to the \Yappatomaka, and that (heir permanent removal 
to Hackers Creek was not until the following fall, or even later 

Hacker reported the existence of the artificial earth mounds 
at the mouth of Buffalo, where the village of Cleveland now stands 
iu Webster Count). There were ten oi twelve of these, the largest 
in quite recent years measured about five feet in height and some 
twenty feet in diameter, lie attributed them to Indian origin, 
which is doubtless correct. This pursuit of the buffalo stands 
unique, and lias no rival in geographical discovery made in a single 
chase for game on the western w aters. The incentive was revenge* 

A pathetic story illustrative of the hardships incident to a 
life on the border has been handed down by the older settlers of 
this region, A few years after hts settlement on Hacker's Creek, 
John Hacker returned to (he\\ appatomaka for salt and other neces¬ 
sary articles, and upon his departure fur home his friends prepared 
provirions for his return journey. lie saved some biscuits from 
his food and upon his arrival home gave one to his little boy, 
W illiam, ulu. was then about five years old* The child examined 
it closely and then began rolling it over the rough puncheon floor 
of the cabin. The little fellow had never seen bread other than 
that made from the coarse meal of Indian corn crushed in the 
rude mortar, and he imagined that in the strange object he 
possessed a new toy. 11 is said that I lacker wept over the incident. 




Border Settlers or Northwestern \ ikciima tS5 

] bicker, in one of his (rip* across the mountains for salt, was 
L iU -hi in a bitter storm on the bleak and cold Alleghenies. He 
made camp for the night, but from some cause was unable to 
kitidh a fire with his flint and steel. His case was most desperate, 
and realizing the danger in which lie stood, he had recourse to a 
., 5 i jngeiiious method of keeping warm* Standing his two pack 
side by side, he lashed them securely together. Then 
wrapping hi* blankets about him and stretching himself upon 
their backs, he spent the night in warmth and comfort. 

The inadequacy of the flint and steel as a fire-producer 
undoubtedly resulted in more than one tragedy in the early settle- 
ntrni of the country. Hacker was fortunate in possessing means 
In Much to avert death by freezing* Not all were so fortunate, 

w 

j* is diown by the following occurrence in the same range of 
mountains nearly one hundred years later. It also evidences 
with what astonishing tenacity the simple, contented hunter folk 
of this vast mountain region held to the primitive customs of their 
forefathers. The incident was told me in a hunter's cabin on the 
Greenbrier River in Pocahontas County in 1877, near the scene of 
rh* tragedy, which happened only a short time before. 

\ hunter had guided a party across the mountains. Winter 
was at hand* There was the appearance of snow, and a snow¬ 
storm in those mourn a ins is accompanied with a humid cold that 
penetrates to the marrow and kills, unless fire can be had at once. 

I lie hardy guide, against the protests of friends, started on foot 
alone to rerum by the unfrequented trail through that wilderness. 
A terrible and blinding snowstorm swept the mountains, followed 
by the most intense cold. The poor guide became bewildered, 
wandered from the path, and was soon lost in the vast, desolate 
forest. His only means of producing fire was the flint and steel. 
These failed, and after hours, no one will ever know how long, lie 
*at down at the root of a tree with his rifle resting between his 
knees and his arms folded across his breast* In this position a 
rescuing party, one of whom was Robert Carr, who told the story, 
several days later found him with bowed head, in frozen slumber. 
The poor fellow’s knuckles on both hands were badly cut by the 
flint in his unavailing attempt to strike fire. 




































CHAPTER VII 


The Stroud family, living on Gauley River a few miles south 
of Bull Town, was murdered by a band of Shawnee* from Ohio, 
in June, 1772* (I) Bull Town was an Indian village at a salt 
spring >n the Little Kanawha, about a mile and a quarter below 
the present Bull Tnwn po^toffice in Braxton County* \\ i-st Vir¬ 
ginia. It w as a Delaware «2 j settlement, cuiirisiing of rive fam¬ 
ilies, colonized from the l nadilla River, New York, about 1768, 
by Captain Bull, a Delaware chief, the chief man and ruler of the 


village. These Indians 




in habits of social and friendly* 


intercourse with the whites on Buckhammn and on Hacker’s 
Creek; frequently hunting and visiting with them/' (.H \dam 
Stroud wa> absent from home at the time of the murder of his 
family. The Shawnees drove off his cattle, taking a trail th.ii led 
in the direction of the Delaware settlement, though there never 
wa> any evidence that the Shaw net s w ent to C aptain Bull s 
village, he trail leading towards the village was discovered by the 
white settlers, which was eagerly taken as pr<**f that the Delawares 
were guilty of the murder, William White, \\ illiam Hacker, John 
Cutright, Jesse Hughes, (4) and one other whose name is now 
forgotten, five of the most desperate men in the Buckhannon and 
HackcrN Creek settlements, set out for the Delaware village to 
avenge the death of the Strouds, (5) There are no known circum¬ 
stances that justified the acts of the settlers at Bull d own, and 
there is every proof at hand to show that if was murder committed 

in treachery and cold blood. The fact that the trail of the Stroud 

# 

murderers **Jed in the direction of Bull Town” cannot he taken as 
evidence of the guilt of the hapless Delawares. If they were the 
perpetrators of the crime, what became of ihe Stroud cattle? So 
far as history or tradition tells, the cattle were never found* If 
the destroyers of the friendly Delaw ares ‘'found clothing and otliei 


things known to have belonged to the Stroud family/' (6) in their 
possession, why did they not bring some of those articles to view 
in the “remonstrating settlement” in vindication of their honor, 
and to convince the people that just retribution at their hands had 
fallen upon the guilty parties? 

Men capable of such crimes on the border were clever in 


(I} See nat’c 4 ' 




p. 155. <4> p. 45 v i\\ 43v Hi) p* 436. 
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framing excuses to justify their actions. ‘Their unsupported st a te¬ 
rm* ut that such articles were found at Bull Town, in the absence 
of the articles, which should have been brought to the settlements 
and exhibited, cannot be accepted* And if such articles had been 
found and carried to the settlements, and there exposed to public 
view, ihe circumstance* would have fallen far short of proving 
the guilt id the Delawares* They might have been obtained by 
barter or by gift* Dr the Shawnees might have desired to cast 


suspicion on the friendly Delawares, and this supposition may 
account for their taking a trail in the direction of their village. 


account tor uieir taking i i rati in uie ui reel ion oj ineir vmage* 
Thi> would enable them to escape suspicion and make their 
escape, leaving the Delaware- tn bear the consequences of a crime 
of which they were innocent and ignorant. Friendly Indians 
were always in more or less disrepute with both the settlers and 
iheir own people. The slaughtei of the unfortunate Moravian 
Indians at Gnadnihimen ten years later is a case in point* 

Just how the village of Bull Town became such an easy prey 
to the fury of the hordenmm is not known. C ircumstances con¬ 


nected with the outrage strengthens the belief that they, like 
their unfortunate relatives at (inadvnhuttcn, were the victims of 
craven treachery* Notwithstanding the supposition that there 
iad been some fighting between these men and the Indians* it is 
now known that there was n*> fight* Christopher T* Cutright, 
commonly known as Uncle St utile Cutright, a son of John (/al¬ 
right, one of the men of the expedition, gave me personally an 
account of the tracedv and its awful seaucl at Indian Camo. He 


account of the tragedy and its awful sequel at Indian Camp* He 
told the story as revealed to him by his father. It conforms 
strongly with the traditionary account given by the Hacker family. 
(7) While not going in tit the minute details of the massacre, it 
was stated explicitly, as a fact* that there had been no fight, and 


was stated explicitly, as a fact* that there had been no fight, and 
that the Indians, one and all, were put to death, their bodies 
thrown into the river, and their homes desolated* 

It has been conceded by historians that Captain Bull was 
killed in the general destruction of his people* But such was not 
the case; if the word of John Cut right, previously quoted, and one 
of the principals in the massacre, is to be regarded as reliable* 
To his positive testimony a verifying traditional account is still 
current among the old settlers of that region* 1 

Mr. Outright’s statement was, that sometime prior to 
the massacre* death entered the lowly hut of Captain Bull and 

(7j See page 436. 
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robbed him of his little child* The body was tenderly buried 

# " 

somewhere in the deep shades of the primeval forest* I he parental 
affection in the Indian bosom is strong* and the grief of the stricken 
parents was most poignant. From their white neighbors came 





no show of respect, no condolence or expression of sympathy. 
So keenly was fell this heartless indifference, that C aptain 
despaired of ever living in harmony and social friendship with 
the usurpers of his country, and in bitter anguish a 
of spirit the chieftain exhumed the body of his child, and with his 
immediate family rejoined his tribe in the country north of the 
Ohio. (8) The other live families remained, and were all sacrificed. 

V\ v shall find Capt. Bull again on the Virginia border, but 
not as a peaceful village builder. 



i 8) Sec pa it 4 




CHAPTER VIII 


Yea in st the avowed purpose to kill the Bull Town Indians, a 
“remonstrance of the settlement generally," says ff'hkrrs^ was 
made. (1) Kvidently this “remonstrance" was formal and feeble, 
V> concerted action was taken to enforce order or to stay this the 
most deliberate and fiendish crime ever enacted on the border of 
the t-pper Monongahela. A not altogether groundless dread of 
incurring the wrath of the five hurdermen, who would likely brook 
no interference with their [dans, may have justified to some small 
extent the indifference manifested by the settlers. But both the 
sequel and previous circumstance* point an accusing finger, and 
the investigator is constrained to believe that the settlers generally 
were in direct synipatlu with the acts of the merciless five, and 
felt little or no concern for the safety of their red friends on the 
Kanawha, or how they fared at the hands of the murderous foe. 

While at Bull Town, the whites learned from the Delawares, 
that there was at that time a party of thirteen Indians, a hunting- 
parn from beyond the Ohio, at Indian Camp, fourteen miles above 
the fort at Kuckhanuon. It is not probable that this information 
could have been obtained had not the settlers professed friendship 
and hidden their intentions for a time after their arrival at the 
village. Having secured this information, and their passions 
aroused by the scenes of their inhuman blood-letting at the Dela¬ 
ware town, they returned Ln the settlement and made rapid and 
y r nm preparations for the slaughter of the unsuspecting party at 
Indian Camp Rock. The sympathy (?) expressed for the Bull 
I own Indians found no utterance in behalf of the doomed thirteen 
aT Indian Camp, These were unconscious of treachery, and were 
enjoying the solitude of their ancient rock camp in the wilderness 
nt the Buckhantlon. Vet they were marked as the next victims 
°f i he fierce bordermen. 

Before marching against this now camp, the settlers were 
reinforced by volunteers who must have been acquainted with 
’hoi? intentions. Among these were Samuel Pringle, James 
Grange and John Truby* from the Buckhannon settlement, and 

Several others whose names arc unknown at lhis day, Truby s 
!Uni had been killed by Indians some years before, With their 

01 See 
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force thus augmented, the company, under the leadership of 
White, *et out for the Indian camp, and arrived in the immediate 
vicinity in the night, perhaps a short time before the break of day, 
Indian Cainj is situated on Indian Camp Run* in an amphi- 
theatredike valley on the land now owned by Uothrop Phillips in 



I Nit IAN C'AUI- 
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an outcropping of carboniferous sandstone. This rock camp is 
of natural origin, The entrance is some fifty feet wide by about 
twelve in height, and it ha* a cavity or mom running back a dis¬ 
tance of twenty-six feet. The roof slope* uniformly from the 
joint m the rear, and it is from four to six feet in height at the 
hack nf the cave- It face* cast, and the first rays of the sun 
penetrate it> inmost depth*. 'ITiis cave, nr "rockhouse p M as such 
overhanging rucks were called by the early settlers, is so sheltered 
that the fiercest storms lodge neither snow nor ruin beneath the 
f' "3 11 vu jl.i hr iltlu ulr 1 1 Ilk m 1 - a un ire pel to T. n.n m ,<! 

shelter from the weather, ami it is not surprising that it was a 
favorite resort of the Indians, and became such for the white 
pioneer scouts and hunters. An early settler lived therein with 
his family one entire summer, while he was erecting his cabin. 
Large congregations assembled there for public worship in pusi- 
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pioneer days. In later years it has been put to the more ignoble 
use of a stable for domestic animals. 

The entrance to the camp is flanked both sides by huge 
fragments of sandstone, about which grew tangled thickets of 
laurel* vines and brush; much of which still remained when I last 
visited the locality in 189*, Thi* afforded an effective covering 
f M r an ambushing foe. W ithin the immediate entrance there is a 
him block of stone bearing some resemblance to a rude altar, 
from this point the ground falL in a gentle dope n* Indian t amp 
Run, several rods to the cast. 

It was at this stream that the settlers halted, while Captain 
H Kite and Je*se Hughes stealthily recount ihe red the emup. After 
observing the position of the Indian* and noting the best mode of 
attack, they returned to the company and prepared for the assault. 
The men were divided into two bands, one of them headed by 
White and the other by Hughes. These approached the camp 
from opposite sides, in the uncertain light of early dawn, and soon 
found the Indians a>tir, preparing their morning meal White 
was in position first* and Hughes n;o to give a whistle* the signal 
iif attack; to be answered b\ White. It seems that the light was 
|im» uncertain to aim with accuracy, and at the risk of discovery 
they awaited the tardy approach of Jay. They had command 
nf the entire entrance, and there was no escape for the Indians. 

As the shadows dispersed before the broadening rays of 
morning, the stillness was suddenly broken by a shrill whistle* and: 


“V\ ilJ the KTvam i>f the curlew, 

Inra Cf4*r to cf4c Hie ki 




■* 


i he recesses of the cavern and the adjacent cliffs and forest 
resounded with the roar of heavy riflery and the exultant yells of 
rile bordermcn a> they sprang forward to complete the work of 

But there was little need the knife or tomahawk. So 



deadly had been the volley that but one Indian, unarmed and 





wounded, escaped from that grotto of death, tie was 
scarce able to hobble to the sheltering pit of an uprooted tree near 
by, where his relentless pursuer* mk>h followed him. He greeted 
them with a friendly and supplicating "I low*’* To this amicable 
salutation Captain While replied: "Damn you: you want pow¬ 
der and lead/* and having reloaded* he dispatched his victim 
with another shot. 





















































































92 Border Settlers of Northwestern Virginia 

Thus perished this hand of friendly Indians, in time of peace 
and without provocation* Their destruction was the blackest 
of crimes. 

The number of settlers engaged in this massacre is not know n, 
hut the fact that every Indian was cither killed or disabled at the 
first tire would indicate that the "remonstrating settlement** 



\sn CNvir 

iQuren. IK92) 


must have been represented by many of its best riflemen. 1 he 
victims were left where they fell, to gorge the voracious wo!f t and 
the carrion birds of the air. lohn Cutright's statement was to 
the effect that the dead Indians were left unburied, but others said 
that they were interred in the loose debris of the camp floor. 

An aged nimrod, bom in 1801, who resorted to this camp 

during the first quarter of the century, related to me the fallowing 
story: 

w 

'Vaint* of all kinds was most abundant in the wilderness 
region surrounding both the Indian, and Ash Camps. P l hese 
camps were favorite rendezvous for the hunter* In a season** 
hunt of about one month, at Ash Camp, 1 killed seventy deer 
ahme, to say nothing of the bear and turkey secured* l killed 
eleven bear around Indian Camp in one day. 11 mi ting throughout 
tHat country was superb; but my associations with the latter 
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(. smp wa* not of a continued pleasant nature* When I first visited 
it, there was a low, mound-like ridge some fifteen feet, in length 
and eighteen inches high, near the center of the mom, and imme¬ 
diately back of the large block of sandstone which stands at the 
entrance. I sometimes pillowed my head against the sloping 
base of the mound, wholly unconscious of the gruesome objects 
hidden beneath. 

"One day a pouring rain prevented hunting, and in idle curi- 
ositt I began removing the dirt from one end of the mound, and 
was soon startled to find the skeleton feci of a human body'. My 
interest was aroused and I continued rlie excavation, and discovered 
that the mound was full of human bones, representing, as I esti¬ 
mated, no less than eighteen bodies. They had been buried on a 
level with the original floor of the camp. In this bo tic-heap, I 
found numerous fragments of cn ekerv, and a finely polished, hard 
stone “bleatcr* 1 This hleatcr was perfect, and beautifully made. 
It was used by the Indian hunter lo imitate the bleat of a fawn, 
and was evidently of Indian manufacture. With it 1 could mimic 
the cry of a fawn to perfection* It was afterwards broken and 
lost through accident* I prized it highly** 1 

The “fragments of crockery’ 1 alluded to by the old hunter, 
was evidently that of steatite vessels pieces of which were found 
there in after years. Shreds of crude Indian pottery were strewn 
all through the floor accumulation of the camp* 

It is hardly f probable that s*> many bodies could have been 
interred in the manner described and escaped the ravages of wild 
animals. It was a custom of some of the tribes to bun onh the 

W m 

bones of their dead in a common, or final resting place. This 
manner of sepulcher, know n as “bundle burial/' is sometimes met 
with in this region. If the find in question was not of this nature, 
w inch I am inclined to believe is the case, then if was evidently 

Hu- bones of the slain Indians, inhumed by the whites in later 

years* (2) 

1 he discovery of these skeletons was regarded as proof of the 
tradition that during the border wars, a band of thirteen Indians 
returning from a raid in TygartN Valley late one season, were 
snowbound at Indian Camp, and starved to death* The great 
abundance of game in that region would have been a guarantee 
against such a tragedy, even if ii were probable that an unprec¬ 
edented storm should have occurred at the time of year that we 

P) See pape 436. 
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know the Indian incursions took place. The deep snow would 
have facilitated, rather than retard the success of the hunter. 1 
knew a hunter in the C heat Mountain, who, with a comrade, dur¬ 
ing a remarkably heavy snow and within a few days'time killed 
forty deer, many of which were clubbed to death. The animals 
are helpless in the snow, while the men properly equipped, travel 
easily over the surface. 

Not only were deer plentiful, but this region was a favorite 
wintering quarters for bear; nor were they usually hard to locate. 
"Hear Den * rocks are located at the mouth of Indian Camp Run. 
in 1893, a middle-aged gentleman who was raised near Indian 

Camp, told me that when a boy he knew his lather so have at one 
time sixteen bears in ln> cabin thawing them out *o he could skin 
them and dress the meat. As bear hunters the woods Indian! 
have always excelled. Kvidcntlv the starvation story originated 
with tliMse who engaged in the killing at Indian Camp, and was 
told for the purpose of covering up their crime. 




i 


CHAPTER 



The memories ass<>ciated with John Cutright, the scout, more 
than any other of his companions, arc inseparably connected with 
the region around Buckhannon and Indian Camp. He was at 
an early age a hunter of renown, and the Indians occasionally 
sought his companionship. Soon after the massacres narrated in 
foregoing chapters. Cut right one day was plowing com in a held 
adjoining the forest; when an Indian suddenly appeared on tin- 
summit of a large rock at the edge of the woods, apparently alone 
and unarmed. A- Cut right approached him, he held up to view 
an unfinished pair of moccasins. In broken English he said, 
11 1 low-! Injun no hurt white man. Injun make him white man 
moccasin- (iood Injun. Good while man. \\ hite man big hunter. 
Injun big hunter. W hite man go with Injun, hunt. Get heap 
deer, heap bear- Ugh!" But Cut right having no desire for 
Indian companionship and fearing treachery', declined the invita¬ 
tion and continued his plowing. The Indian remained on the 
rock industriously at work completing the moccasins, and con¬ 
tinued to importune the noted hunter by repeatedly ejaculating 
"Good Injun; good white man! (Jo hunt." Cutright at last 
became alarmed at the persistence of the strange moccasin-maker, 
and unhitched his horse from the plow, mounted its back and 
galloped home. The Indian disappeared as silently as he came, 

In 1781, a certificate was granted “John Cutright, Sen*, 400 
acres at the mouth of Cutrighi's Run, to include his Settlement 
made in 1770, with a preemption of 1000 acres adjoining.” 

It has been supposed generally that tins settler was John 
Cutright, the scout, which is error. Withers % in speaking of the 
emigrants who arri% p ed under the guidance of Samuel Pringle, says, 
“Among them were John and Benjamin Cufright, who settled on 
the Buckhannon, where John Cutright the younger, now [18311 
lives-" (1) 

“John Cutright, the younger," was the scout; and a son of 
Benjamin. The settlement was made at the mouth of Cutright’s 
Run, and it was here that ihe scout was accosted by the friendly 
moccasin-maker. CutrightN Run empties into the Buckhannon 
River, some four miles above the present town of Buckhannon, 

(l) Sec pai*e 436, 
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icir I he moutli of the run, charred 
This was burned by the Indians 
t jic settlement, 

^ l«c niifht the Indians stole a horse 

Follow ini! the trail next day Cut- 

* 

car tree on Cut right's Run* about 
* Not caring to venture too close 

t * * . V I r, 


■ A 


r. location of the enemy, he secreted 
: saw an Indian running across the 
-r fired and the Indian fell, Cut- 


hr fired and the Indian fell, Cut- 
■; upon its back* and with a whoap 

is tree was still standing in 1894, 


tt ' ravclerhy CutrightNdescendants. 
tj md a companion had been hurtling 
it their wav home. Cut right was 

- fcA ' * 

t across the pommel of his saddle, 

alted to let the horse drink* and 

$ \ ' # 

. Cut right was severely wounded, 
P _, aid coming out through his hack* 
^ r no vital point. He spurred up 
j .'fort, while his companion in the 


it / 


one 


\>e other then abamh ned tlie pur- 
(. la some distance, he grew faint and 


i: his position in ? h< saddle, and so 
yi iielf on the ground, where his com- 
Jvr £| From the bullet hole the blood was 
; a I sour-guTti was cut and stripped of 
M fly ^ a handkerchief was placed and 
IHM] -ik was then withdrawn* leaving the 


k J 

V i'r 


BA >pped the hemorrhage, and Cut- 
llflflk ’ bis companion mounting behind 


}A • 


Cje. In this manner, they made 

jp may have had their origin in an 
i \ estfall’s letter, (2) iIris volume* 


SjiNV during 

> : . ] 


excursion wi 




r- nis wound in the way described, 
W*:e surgery, he was known in the 
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|ohn Cut right Jed.** to>o — ot*' 

„ ,l, c Virginia border. He we. elso a .Idler ..I I lie Rev olution 

OH tn r" i _ l t ikiiHtinn Ttin.rlf* AllffUSt / • IS^—. 


-r UZ decision for pension made August 7. 1832* 

, leui. Couotv (Virginia), it would appear that he was born 
rMoorefield, Hampshire (now Hardy County. Virginia), >n 
?7<H but he had no record of his age. In May, 1778, he volun- 
<W for a term of eighteen months as private m Capu James 
B'".thc ! s company of Indian Spies, a, West’s Fort on Hackers 

Crick- He spied throughout most of (then) Monongalia County , 

Capt. Boothe was killed on Boothe's Creek June, 17 - . 

After the death of Capt. Boothe he continued spying under the 
CVmpany’s Lieutenant, Edmund Freeman, until November, 1 , 

\\lie'll his term of enlistment expired. Lieutenant Freeman left 
for Kentucky without officially discharging any of the Company. 

“The Indian hostilities continuing, Capt. George Jackson 
w „ reiiuired to raise a company to spy in the same territory of 
country which Capt. Boothe’s Company had been spying. L “t- 
right joined this company as a private, a few days after his siMUce 
under Capt. Boothe and Lieutenant Freeman had expired. Jacob 
Brake, an ex-Indian captive, (5) was Lieutenant of this company , 

and the afterwards notorious Timothy Dorman was Cu ' 

right continued in the service until the latter part of 178L and 
was in “several skirmishes with the Indians. David \\. Jceth, 


was III ” p 

who was in service with Ctttright, testified that he once saw L ut- 
right wounded by an Indian. Jacob Cozard (Cozad) . clergyman, 
and Alexander W est, the scout, both testified in behalf of Cutnght. 

His claim was allowed and on May 18, 1833, a certificate was 
issued granting him eighty dollars a year, dating from . arc 

1831, including back pay. . . 

Cutright was afterwards examined by Special Pension Age 
Kim.lrton. win, sent the following report to the Commissioner » 


was 


Singleton, who sent the folio wing 


“julv 3. IK.U. Saw Cut-right at hi* ...J ««ived (ft*n Win the «■*> 

roent Kent follow!,* Say. he will be 79 year, old in August ««. ™ 

branch of Potomac; was brought west of the Alleghany mountain, w c g . 

old and Killed on ihe place where he now live*. e *"‘“ e . ' • thc 

for twelve month,. Joined lib company at Nutter. Fort m . 

Fall removed to West’. F-ft. Remained there until hoi.me expired I hat was m 

the year It, which Ca P ». Booth WU killed, end br/on'k, w «i 

mnui. After .he commencement of the war of .he Rev. and whilst «**,.« 
at Buclchannon Fort (Lewh Co.) he wa. drafted for an fo «“»• tour - 

(4) Sw 436, (5J p* 436* 
























































































































































































































Vfj 


Settlers op Nam™,,, V „ m „ u 


Jf? ,hc dtoJ 

j»h, •» ,h r —. ■«. 

HKhT found the horse tird ' ‘ raiI n «“ d *F Cut- 

111 - "lies fom Buckh an „o„ \ r ot tr cI° n R ° 0 * ab °« 


... IcsmpJ somelhi „„'7"; “™* » Ren lure too chK 

himself a, . disu^ Hell n '^" , ”" I 0 ' 1 . ,he —»S. he secrefej 
valley. T.Ung careful aim J. a" ," '! Jl '? n r " n ' li "* across the 
righ, dashed ,o hi, -7 ,hc (ell. <.„,. 

of defiance, galloped away Tlfi^T ^ with a wilOD P 

-.i r .f„.„ £^z^ssss * in 

- • •.;.hadtri::;::;;:,; 

mounted* with , i. . eif wa J' ,in, " c - Cutriuht whs 


mounted, with a s i 1 Ha * 1( ' mc ' t-inri^lir was 

While crowing a stream, thev haked to u 

were fired on by two Indian, r horsc drink, and 

'tic ball entering his brea,t and W “ 9 SCVerel >' u< "mded, 

-ikine in i, s ££2*?^ ^ Wk, 

h,a hor »* and fied toward the for, ».l m H * SfH,rrcd U P 

retreat held the Indians back After t COm P an '°» the 
°f Indians was killed and th t 1 * rM,win « M»t, one 

s uit- When Cutright had rid i* ’ <r * hen abandoned the pur- 

found it was impossible to retain”i 7 fiint and 
dismounted and stretched himself u 1 ,C S3i ^ e * ar| d bo 

(•* hark. Over .he .„ d ’ “i 7 ?“"', «Hpp.dof 

forced into the around , ,uA handkerchief Wa. placed and 

handkerchief in p | acc Thi. Jro ““ 1 l” “ l,hJr *“' n ' (“vfnj the 
«W> ... placed hi. ho , ; r ,lw hvroorrhage, and Co,. 

«od supporting him i„ ,|,c , a djt *£*£* ""“W*** behind 

thetr way m safety to the fort. nanncr * they made 

■^O^T^ffS, 1 ’gj'* ”*>• ■ l ;: 1 .' V ,(■• J *he'r ..right .. 

Bel eeidenlly Co,right «2jUd*i£S® .''' ,lu, " c ' 

°wmg to Hacker's skill in rude surgery he !* \? de,cnbcd - 

settlements as “Surgeon Hacker.” (3)* *’ " known in ij u . 

<2) S™ page 4tr,. (Jj p . m 
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|oh 11 Cutright developed into one of the most daring scouts 
,,n the Virginia border. I le was also a soldier of the Revolutionary' 
\\ .ir. In bis original declaration for pension made August 7. 1832, 
in Lewis County (Virginia), it would appear that he was born 
near Monreficld, Hampshire (now Hardy County, Virginia (, in 
1754, but he had no record of his age. In May, 1778, he volun¬ 
teered for a term of eighteen months as private in Capt. James 
Boothe’s Company of Indian Spies, at West’s Fort on Hacker’s 
Creek. He spied throughout most of (then) Monongalia County, 
until Capt. B<x>the was killed on Boothe's Creek June, 1779, (4) 
After the death uf ('apt, Boothe hr continued spying under the 
Company's Lieutenant* Ldmund Freeman, until November, ]779 f 
when his term of enlistment expired. Lieutenant Freeman left 
for Kentucky without officially discharging any of the Company, 

*‘The Indian liostili tics continuing, Capt. George Jackson 
was required to raise a company to spy in the same territory of 

country which Capt. Boothe 1 * Company had been spying*” Cut- 
right joined this company as a private, a few days after his service 
under Capt. Boothe and Lieutenant Freeman had expired. Jacob 
Brake, an ex-Indian captive, (5) was Lieutenant of this company, 
and t he afterwards notorious Timothy Dorman was Ensign. Cut- 
righi continued in the service until the latter part of 1781, and 
was in “several skirmishes with the Indians.” David W. Sleeth, 
who was in service with Cutright, testified that he once saw Cur- 
right wounded by an Indian, Jacob Cozard [Cozad], a clergyman, 
and Alexander W est, the scout, both testified in behalf of Cutright* 
His claim was allowed and on May 18, 1833, a certificate was 
issued granting him eighty dollars a year, dating from March 4 f 
1831, including back pay. 

Cutright was afterwards examined by Special Pension Agent 

Singleton, who sent the following report to the Commissioner of 
Pensions: 

"Jtjiy 3, 1^*4* Cutright ai hi* honu% and received from him the sute- 
ri i m here following S ivk be vvilt be 7^ yrars old in August next, bom on south 
Lra nch nf was brought Wist of the Alkali any nmuittains when N ye;n 

L "'° ' r| McJ >oi th<. hn i* lit- now W\ vb. Hi rn listed imdei Capt It.nuli 

1 r twelve months- Joined his company at Nuuer^a Fort in the Spring; in the 
I ah removed to Wctt't Flirt* Remained ihrrc until hi* limr (\pnJ. That wa* in 
the year tit w hich Capt. Booth wai killed, and bsfott ike war o/ th* Revolution had 
Mtnctd* After the commriui nu-ni of the war of the Rev. and whilst residing 
kl Biickiiarmon Fort (Ij?wU Co.) he was drafted for an Itf mos. tour- He 

ft) Sec page 436. (S) p, 436* 
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icfiiicd to go. A Lei V\ lUon who then resided in Tiaeri* \ alley sent a guard of 
met) after him, caught him* tied him and marched him to Staunton. (6) A Ser¬ 
geant Lack Commanded the guard. On reaching Staunton, he enlisted under a 
t. apt, Mftttheii for two year*. Matthew* enlisted 6 men including himself. 
I he\ were 'em on under Sergeant Samuel H jrner to join Washing ton’ i main 
army then at the \Y hire Plains, They set Ottt from Staunton in the *uturner, went 
through Winchester, Reading, Philadelphia; on getting to Phil* rested 4 days 
in the Barracks, set out again and pushed on without slopping until the’, 
joined the main army at the White Plains, The original tiumhrr t* Hlt , neither 
mens cd or diminished on the march above mentioned. Joined the main army 
in July. The army marched from the White Plain* to West Point and from there 
to Middlebroik where if went into winter quarters* Remained there till warm 
wr.ahi r. \\ hen part of the army (Himself included) about 100 in number went up 
the North river a *ruard (■one at least 2 weeks. Can'l rvc«tiled who com 
manded the guard nor rhr ntarns of titty officer that was itln n£ on that turns inn. On 
returning wa* sent to a bridge on the North river where a colonel’* (don’t recollect 
his name) baggage had been broken down as a guard, remained there about a month. 
Think there were 10 or 12 of them. They were under the command of Ser* 

yt ans C ampbell, The main army marched from Middlebrnok hur can't recollect 

where., It got back In West Point where his time expired and where he got [its 

discharge and returned home. His discharge was signed by a Colonel, whose 

name he don ( recollect. On his way home met General Washington who also 

signed ho discharge, Can’t recollect the years in w hich the service above described 
was done. 

' I have been unable to pr*»curc any evidence in reference to this man. Com¬ 
paring hi* statement here given with lib declaration it may he readily discerned 
whether or not he is an imposter, 

\\ G. Singleton, S. A," 


Owing to the marked discrepancies between his original dec* 
la ration and his -taicmcnt to Singleton, Cutright's name was 
stricken from the pension roll. along with several others, from 
I.trwis County, who were not entitled to pensions, (7) Subsequent 
investigation evoked the fact that Cutright had never enlisted in 
Capt, Jackson's Company of Scouts. Mr. Johnson F. Non-Ian. 
Noulais or Naulon (name uncertain), who was Cm right’s agent or 
attorney, visited him at his home and drew up his dee I a ration for 

, and unknown to the scout, who could neither read nor 
write, and for the purpose of strengthening Ids case, added that 
part of it which alleges service with Capt. Jackson. For this 
work, Cutright was forced to pay to the unscrupulous attorney. 

eighty dollars from the first money drawn. 

■> 

It now devolved upon Cutright to substantiate Ids Revolu¬ 
tionary record, as it had developed that those who served as 
border scouts alone were not entitled to pension. 



<m Sec page 4Jfk (7 j p. 4JK. 
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On August 20, 1835, Solomon Ryan testified in behalf of 
Cutright, corroborating the statement id the old soldier to 
Singleton* T he following testimony is of historic interest, and i 
give it unabridged; 

"Lewis Qwimr Va. 

'Sc-.uma StalnaktT, in the 70th year of her age appeared before me the sub¬ 


scribed, one of the Commonwealth'* Justice of the Peace fur said county, and 
hvlnj sworn a* the law direct*, layetfi that she believes that it was about the year 
177IN John Cm right was taken fnini the fort <m Ikckbnnon, where she then 


lived, a* a IoUmt draughted from Capt. Samuel Pringle’s Company fora term of 
\s [ninths against the British* and to the best of her recollect son it was 2 
vc u before he returned, and the next spring after his return hr was wounded by 
thr Indian* (S > when on pursuit id them when thev lud committed depredations 
ni:ir the place where the) were then posted. She a In remembers hearing some 
nm shat returned from taking them in Staunton -.i\ (hat the above mentioned 
Cuiiivht being dissatisfied with hi* oil's vers, hr enlisted for two years* service, at (9) 


Staunton, Augtiwia Co. i \ aj 


Her 



Sworn to Auguat 1835* William Power*, J* IV* 

Cutright was restored to the pension roll, but at the reduced 
rate of $43*33 per year from March 4, 1834, until his death, 
March 8, 1850* 

It will be noted that Cut right could not recall Use years in 
which his service in the army occurred, nor is it probable that the 
dale can at this time be fixed* W ashington had his headquarters 
at W hite Plains during the summer and autumn of 1778* and 
seven brigades of the American Army were quartered at Middle- 
bn-nk the winter of 1779-80.(10) During a part of this period, 
Cutright, according to his original declaration, was an enlisted 
ri ; on the border. It is possible thai he was with some contin¬ 
gent of the American Army wintered at Middlcbnook in the later 
years of the war. Comfortable log cabins were built for the sol¬ 
diers during the previous encampment, and they may have been 
■ 

m use afterwards* 


In a statement made in July, 1838* Cutright was under the 
impression that his company was commanded by Capt. John 
I-vwis, under Col* Matthews, whose given name he could not 
roc; dh W ith a view of possibly determining the exact date of 
^ uiright's Revolutionary service, and tin- regiment to which he 
il ^ attached, a search was made of the Revolutionary Muster 

(*> See page 43R, (9) p. 438. (10) p* 439* 
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to lia^ e the hrst shot, I he hall disabled the bear but did not 
Kill it. \\ hitc uithheld his shot and urged his now excited com¬ 
panion to reload quickly and kill the hear before it recovered 

1% t make an attack or to escape. lie did so, but when 
he again attempted to recharge his rifle, he found that his ramrod 
wa> missing. Thinking that in his hurry he had dropped it, he 
looked about hut could not find it. The discomfited hunter 
became puzzled, when White, who had been regarding him with 
amusement, laughingly pointed to the now lifeless body of the 
btar, from the side of which protruded the end of the splintered 
ramrod; showing that it had not been withdrawn before he made 
the second shot, f 1 rom a young hickory. White deftly shaped a 

new ramrod for his friend, who begged that the incident be kept 
from his companions at the fort. 

After the breaking out of the war, the young officer was 
assigned duty on the Canadian border, but ready means for com¬ 
municating with the forest belle was at hand. An active young 
Indian warrior agreed to carry an exchange of letters, the com¬ 
pensation to be ten gallons of rum. After rcccivimr a description 


piusanun in he ten gallons of rum. After receiving a description 
of the yciung woman, he fastened the letter securely to his person 
and started fully armed on his long journey to the south. Arriv¬ 
ing in the Buck ha niinn settlement, and knowing the dangers that 
beset him, he lurked and hid for two or three days, watching for 
an opportunity to deliver the letter. 

One morning the girl had occasion to go from the fort to a 
nearby cabin, the path leading through a stretch of wood. After 
proceeding a short distance, she was startled to tee a half-naked 
Indian step suddenly from behind a tree, immediately in from of 
her. hi his belt hung a tomahawk and scalping knife, his left 
hand grasped a long rifle, while his right hand, which was extended 
to her, held a sealed package. Before she could recover from her 
fright sufficiently to utter a cry, the warrior, with a peaceful 
gesture and friendly “How!” handed her the package and in 
broken English said, “Squaw be no fraid. Injun no hurt. Me 

from white chief. Him send good talk. Me come get 
squaw s talk when moon wake up, * pointing to the brow of the 
eastern lull. He then glided into the thicket and was lost to view, 

It happened that day that some men who were scouting 
about the woods, discovered the presence of the Indian and gave 


M 


immediate pursuit. The warrior proved ver\ athletic and soon 
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outstripped his pursuers. He disappeared over the river bank 
’ust below the mill dam. where all trace of him was lost. After 
an exhaustive search of several hours the pursuit was abandoned. 
The Indian, it was supposed, despairing of escape, and for llie pur¬ 
pose of saving his scalp, had plunged into the river and was 

drowned. 

In the meantime, the young woman had prepared her com¬ 
munication, keeping the mission of the Indian secret. She was 
vi j rely grieved when she learned erf his fate, for he was the only one 
by whom a letter could be forwarded. Night came on. and most 
anxiously did she awaii the appointed time of meeting. Just as 
the moon gleamed over the brow of the wood-crested hill, she 
stealthily repaired to the tryst. Like a wraith the Indian elided 
from the shadow of the thicket and came silently to her side. She 
handed him the package containing her “talk, also a small bag 
filled with jerked venison and parched corn. With a grunt express¬ 
ive of appreciation, the warrior turned and started on his journey 
to the distant north* In due time he reached his destination, 
delivered the letter and received the promised rum, on which he 
and Ids friends became “gloriously drunk,” Of the sequel to 
this story, nothing is known. 

The next day* when Captain White returned to the fort and 
was told of the Indian and his mysterious disappearance, he 
chided the men. and declared that if they would go with him to the 
river he would show them "whar th Injun w as hid. Proceeding 


to the river bank* White pointed to the sheet of water pouring 
over the mill Jam, and exclaimed* “If yo* had looked behind thar 
yo* would have found >er Injun,” An examination of the prem¬ 
ises proved that his judgment was correct. I he wily Indian, 
hard-pressed, had darted through the cataract of water, where he 
rested in safety on the apron or platform of timbers built at the 
foot of the dam. 

There is a tradition in that country, handed down through 
the descendant*; of t'antaiii White and the t ulritfhts. to the etfccT 


the descendants of Captain W hite and the t nfrights, to the ettect 
that in the earlv \ ears of the settlement there were captured near 


■ * 


the fort at Buckhannon an Indian and a Frenchman, who were 
loitering about the country. They were held in captivity. The 
Frenchman was of a morose disposition and very melancholy* 
He would not bathe* but took great pride in dressing his hair, 
which was very long and abundant. He refused food and died of 
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starvation. Nothing could be learned of his past history, but it 

is supposed that he was a renegade from the Northwestern wilder- 

* less - the fate of the Indian, the tradition is silent. He 

was probably put to death. 

About the death of Captain White there hovers a tinge of 
romance. There is also revealed a trait of Indian character not 
often mei with in our border annals. With the Indian the spirit 
of retaliation was an unqualified principle, an inherent right; but 
tt mattered not on whom the avenging hatchet fell. The life 
forfeited by an innocent member of the offending tribe or family 
was regarded as a just compensation for a life taken. This mode 
«f warfare was honorable with the Indian. With the settlers the 
principle wa*. regarded just, so long as Indian met Indian, if they 
themselves did the shooting; but when waged by the Indian 
against the border it was held in utter detestation and horror. 
W hile the Indian however, was content with the reprisal of scalp 
lor scalp, the venom of the average borderer was insatiate. 

t nder no circumstances was Captain White ever known to 
show mercy to an Indian. With some of his associates he was 
hunting, when they surprised a small body of Indians. They 
lireu and killed sev eral, while a few escaped by flight. One active 
young warrior tied with While in hot pursuit, tomahawk in hand. 
The fugitive was driven to a precipice, over which he leaped. 
W htte jumped after him. both sinking to their waists in a quag¬ 
mire, from which they were unable to extricate themselves. The 
young Indian, who wa> wholly unarmed made frantic efforts to 
escape, while White made strenuous attempts to strike him with 
his tomahawk. In the struggle the warrior inadvertently flung 
out Iris arm towards W hite, who seized his hand, and drawing his 
helpless victim within reach, sank the hatchet in his head. 

I hat heartless blow scaled the doom of Captain W hite. The 
father of the victim was among those who escaped, and he seems 
to have sworn vengeance against the murderer of his son. For 
several years this stern warrior lurked about the settlement, trail¬ 
ing White with ihe relentless tenacity of a sleuth-hound. Finally, 
on Friday evening, the 8th of March, 1782, he shot White within 

sight of the fort, and in the presence of several of its inmates. |9> 
The avenger attempted to secure the scalp of his victim, but w as 
prevented by the rescue party that hurried from the fort. This 
was one case where an Indian was satisfied with the death of the 

(9) See page 440. „ 
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guilty party only. That White “was tomahawked, scalped and 
lacerated in a most '* a mistake. (HI) The 




,rc given here. The upturned roots of the tree under which it is 
-aid that White was shut is still to be seen. This tree stood on 

the opposite side of the river from the fort. 

The death of Captain White, coupled with the capture by the 
Indians at the same time of Timothy Dorman, a degenerate rene¬ 
gade of whom the settlers stood in dread, resulted in the temporary 

abandonment of the Buckhannon settlement. (11) 

There is strong evidence that White was betrayed or lured 
to d ca th by Timothy Dorman, and that the latter was not cap¬ 
tured, in the true sense of the word, but went willingly with the 




Scknh or Captain William White's Death 
Mis i Josephine MaeAvoy, Photographer, IWJ 

Looking east euroti the Rnchhttn non Hirer from where the tort stood. Tradition 
ha< it that Copt. Whitt was killed tit her in thr hat- itap a-here thr prostrate tftt lift, 
t ir to thr It it under thr high ridge, ti-httr ion hr seen thr ttutnp at an upturned trrr, 
Hath art indicated by X. In either lose, hr evidently suiter Jed in reaching a point 
near the river before falling (ram hi> hone, where he tear met by the rescue party from 

the fort. See Col. WtstjedTf letter. Appendix I. thii 1'olume. 

<I0> See pate 441. (11) p. 441, 
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Captain While was buried in what is now the lleavner Cem¬ 
etery at Buckhannon, and by the grave of John Fink t 02) who 
wa* killed by Indians the preceding February - Capt. Whiled 

grave is marked by a rude flagstone, which bears his name with¬ 
out dales or other inscription. According to Withtrs^ Fink waa 
killed February 8, (Friday) 1782. The rough sandstone at his 
grave is inscribed with this legend: 

"Here licih the bo— John Fink who was killed by Indent in 

1782, Feb. the— th’ 1 

Where the dash occur* after “bo/’ the atone is broken and 
missing. The inscription evidently read "body of/’ Part of 

the inscription i* very dim and almost illegible, the date of the 
month being entirely so. 

Col. Westfall, several years ago, endeavored to induce the 
citizens of Buckhannon to erect a block of granite over the neg¬ 
lected graves of Capt, White and John Fink, The Colonel did 
not live to realize his cherished hopes. (13) 


The Capt. White and Fink Monument 



This cut was contributed by the 
U..4.R. With its transmission, Mrs. Clara I)u 
Regent, w rites me. 



nc 




11 ea v n cr, 






"It is owing to the patriotism of a little bov that the last 
resting place of Capt, While and Fink can now be identified, 
EHas Meavnrr. was born in Pendleton County, Va** April 9, 
and came with his father, Nicholas tleavner, 2nd, who in IKI5 
settled on 40m acres purchased of George Jackson, on the Buck 
hannon River, including the site of BusHN Fort, When but eleven 
years old, Elias, impressed with the story of the kill! 

v, unassisted procured front the river bed, irregular Hag 
atones and with childish simplicity carved in rude lettering, 
KILLED B\ THE INDEXS” along with additional legends 

which you already have, and set them up at the neglected graves; 
which until then were unmarked* Some of the inscriptions were 
defaced during the Civil War by relic hunter*. These stones wc 
have cemented to the base of the monument.” Elias J leavner 
October 10, 1884. 





was the father of Maj. J, \\\ and 

C lark \Y\ Heavner, of Buckhannon, W est Va, 


i ) 2 } Sc pjpr -Ml- l' i p, 441 
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i aco b |iush, referred to earlier in this chapter in connection 
with lacob Westfall, was a brother of John Bush, who built the 
f„rt at Buckhannon. It is not known at what time lie came to 
the settlements, but i$ supposed to be the same Jacob Bush, who 
jh 1781 received a iiranl for "400 acres on the West 1‘ork, about 
tuo miles below the main fork of said river, to include his improve¬ 
ment made in 1777." He was a man of intelligence and veracity, 
and hts declaration is of historic value. It is here tfiven in full: 



"Ya. I Coun 

"On November 7, 1H32, personal!) speared in open court. etc., Jacob Bush 
wln> make* tlie following statement; That lie entered the L. S. service under the 
following named officer* and served as herein stated, In I lie spring of 177K (does 
n it recollect the precise titne), he voiuotftitd in Capt. Samuel 1 ringlc - company 
,.f Indian* spies, he joined the company of Capt Pringle ut the Buckhannon H 

i M . ,, in \ lie ciMiniy of Monongalia, \ .i. .mJ continued m the ■service as nr 

Indian spy under Capt. Pringle until in the fall of 1779 when he was discharged. 
While under Capt, Pringle he was engaged in spying from the Huchannon Fori, 
then in ihe county of Monongalia, rum in the county of Lewis* to the headwater^ 
of the West Fork and the Little Kanawha rivet*, and frequently witnessed the mas¬ 
sacre of the Indian*, and wa* required to pursue the savage* to the Ohio Riven 
hi HeuteiiaiilN name he thinks was Westfall, he thinks kapl. Pringles Cn. 
hrlongcd to Col.-Morgan, Regiment of militia in Monongalia CV, Va., he 
thinks Capt* Pringle gave him a discharge but cannot !>e confident, if he 

ii is |i-'T; he was in the service under Cap I* Pringle a* an Indian spy *tb nit eighteen 

month*; when he entered live icfvice under Capt. Pringle he resided on Buc- 
Iiitnnon river in Monongalia Co*, \ a. In April or May. 17^1, according to hU 
present recollection but cannot be confident, a* a substitute for his brother 
John Bush at the Buchannon Fort in Monongalia Co„ \ a., hr joined (.apt. 
Jackson’* Co* **f militia, Win. While was Lieut., ihr ensign's name be ha* 
forgotten* He was marched after from BucblOllOO Fort to the I ori at 

the mouth of Elk creek, Shortly after hr was marched to Morgantown and 
ihere joined Col Morgan's reg* and dn-rih after was marched to the “New 
Store'* tin Monongalia River about 15 inilrs from Pittsburg, and there joined 
General Roger Clarke'* army; stayed there a considerable length of time preparing 
boats and provisions for ihe campaign, descended the river to Pittsburg where 
the winilc iirniy got in boats .md went down the Ohio river toil* kilo, Louisville* 
that in descending the river he was frequently required to act as a hunter. The 
hunting party he thinks wa* commanded by a Col* Green, One day while engaged 
at a hunter he dlouvered two deer on the north side of the Ohio river* (The 
hunters were advised not to hunt on that tide ®f the river for fear they might be 
ii bled by The Indians.I Declarant however, persuaded the others t ,h land him 
and he killed the l deer. Declarant presented Genl. Clarke with the 
of one and he received it with expre^imi* of kindness and treated declarant to 
■Vhhkrj M That he with GenL Clarke's army arrived at the fall* of the Ohio 
M\' <rding In-' recollection in August, 17M, and continued there some time. While 
m\ir 1 lie Bear lino** Fort live officer* were killed* three of whom he think? were 
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Clptlim; when the news arrived at the fort about 30 men were ordered otll to 
destroy the InJun* responsible for the deed. He w as one of the part)'. I he 
party with 2 friendly Indian guides proceeded to the place and found the dead 
bodies. They pursued the Indians to a place where it crossed the Ohio about 
five miles above the Falls, The party there cave up the pursuit and went hack 
for the bodies which the) buried at the Falk He with many others became sick 
with lhe fever and wa- unable to return home after he was discharged which was 
in the fall of !7sL He remained skk all winter and leached home sometime the 
following spring making his whole service two years and sis months. He think* he 
received a discharge for this U*t service, but if soil has been fo*f, He resided at the 
laid Buckhannoti Fort when he substituted for his brother inCapt. Jackson's Co, 

His 

Jacob X Bu»h, h 
Mark 

Alexander W est and David Sleeth both testified for Jacob 
Bush and their affidavits arc of more than casual interest. 

“Va. LtwttCo. — to wit; 

M Alcx, West, a man of unquestionable veracity, personally appeared before the 
subscribed Justice of the Peace in and for said County and made oath that m May, 
178], lie with Jacob Bush of Lewis County joined CapL George Jackson's Company) 
and knows that said Bush marched and joined General Clarke's \rtlty and with it 
descended the Ohm River to its Falls and was there discharged, said Bush got sick 
4 1 the Falls and when the Army was discharged was unable To return home; he 
think* said Bush did not get home until sometime m the spring or early part of 
the tummer of 1782, HU 

Alexander X Wf^t. 

Mark 

‘’Sworn to and subscribed hefirr me this 5th day of November, 1832, 

(Signed) John McWhorter, J, P-" 

"Va, Lewi* Co. — u 

“David U . Sleeth, a man of veracity and truth, personally appeared before the 
subscribed Justice of the Peace in and for said County and made oath that he 
recollected that Jacob Rush of Lewis County served as an Indian Spy under Capt. 
Samuel Pringle for a considerable time, from his knowledge of said Rush * service* 
under *aid Capt. Pringle he supposed that he must have served under said Pringle 
about 18 monihi, it confident he was in said service upwards of a year. He 
also recollects that in the spring of 17x1 a id Bush subs tit it led for his brother 
John fUi h in Capt, George Jacks'm\ Co. and w as marched from the Ruck* 
hannon Fut, arid it via understood joined Gcnl, (. larkc’s Army near Piu-bmg 
and descended the Ohio River to its Falls; he recollects that said Bush did not 
return from said service until in the spring or early summer of 1782. He has 
known Bush for many years ever since about the year of 177b; he has always been 
esteemed a man of veracity and truth, 

(Signed) David W, SLEITH. 

'Sworn to and subscribed before me this 7th day of November, 1832. 

Samuel Z. Jokes, J, P.** 
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This affidavit is accompanied with a brief from Mr, Jones 
stating that “what Sleeth says is entitled to full confidence/ 1 

Jacob Bush was born in Hampshire County, Virginia, 1756, 
In the fall of 1782 he married Margaret Swan, on the South 
Branch, where they lived until the fall of 1785, then moved with 
their two oldest children, Peter and “Susan,” to now Lewis County, 
West Virginia, Jacob Bush did not live to reap any benefits from 

the pension due him; but died Nov, 28, 1832. 

The law required that the widow, to be entitled to pension, 

should have been married to the soldier prior to 1794. Mrs. Bush 
proved her marriage arid was granted eighty dollars a year, to 
commence March 4-, 1831. Margaret Bush died July 2S, 1^47, 
at the age of ninety or ninety-one years. Her surviving children 
who drew the money due their mother were Peter, born 1783 t 
Henry, Jacob, John, George; Elizabeth married Stump; Margaret 
married Stump; Barbary married Fisher; Susannah married Simp¬ 
son, Before her death another son, Michael Bush, died, leaving a 
widow and two children, Mary and Adam Bush, 

Declaration of Lieutenant J acob Westfall. 

Westfall stated on oath; 

4 *Th*t hi- entered ihc service of the l\ S. under the following named officers 
and scrv ed a* herein stated. General George Rodger* Clark. Commander in Chick 
In the regiment of Col- Zechcriih Morgan, commanding a regiment of volunteers. 
Major William Louder (who became unhealthy and obtained leave to return home 
in about one month after he joined the regiment), Adjutant John Maughen. Cap¬ 
tain George Jackson, first Lieut. Jacob \\ est fall, ibis applicant; 2nd Lieut. William 
W hight. Ensign 1 tezekiah Davidson who acted a> Quartermaster Sergeant. Cap¬ 
tain. in Said regiment William Rreenc (very eligible), Johnston, Whaley, Stewart, 
This applicant left home on June 20th, 1781, and he at Morgantown on 

the 29th Jay of the same month and served a term of six month*- l he regiment to 
which applicant belonged marched from Morgan Town in the State of Virginia to 
the New Store {** It wu then called) on the Mmi-ugalia river f and there served Gen¬ 
eral Clark with Col. (.Vickcl'* regiment of regular troops, 1 he applicant resided at 
the time he entered the service as above in Tigers Valley, Monongalia County, 
now Randolph County, Virginia l he object of this expedition u* this applicant 
was informed by General Clark was to march m Det roit which wai in the possession 
of the British, and If possible to take that place. 1 he two regiments look l^ater 
on board of boat* at the New Store, the 20th of July, and descended the river and 
landed four miles below Fort Pitt and continued there for .some days collecting 
provisions. After leaving the encampment below 1 hort Pitt, we did not land 
again until vve arrived at Whiting when a council was held, the conclusion of which 
was to continue down the river i ■ an Hand below the mouth of the Little K.cn- 
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haw-iy river and wait the -nivil of CoL Laugbery who was expected on with 
200 men, \firr landing on '■aid island and remaining a few days, several men 
descried and a council wji lurid and the idea of marching to Detroit was abandoned, 
as tluc force wan considered by us to be insufficient. It was then determined by 
the general ami officers to continue down the river to Kentucky and raise an 
additional force <-f Kentucky militia and march out against some of the Indian 
towns* Major Craeroft was left with tome men to guard some boats of provisions 
until Co)* l atigbery 'h 'uUi arrive. Col. Laughcry came on some time afterward*, 
and after descending the Ohio River about 15 miles below the mouth of lhcOre.it 
Miami river, he wat discovered by the Indians with his bout* between an island 
and the main Lind and the whole detachment was either killed or taken prisoners. 
Gen. k lark continued down the river to the halts of the Uhio where a two Idays'l 

council was held with the Regular Volunteer and Kentucky Militia officers, and it 

■ 

was then and there concluded that to rai>t‘ a sufficient force and march against 
the Indian Towns* the season would be too far advanced for the volunteers to 
return home to the state of V#., the distance being too great. The applicant was 
not engaged in an; battle, there being none fought during the campaign, The 
Indians killed several persons belonging to the Army outside of Cul Laughery'h 
detachment The applicant recollects the names of tin following officers In Col. 
(.'rocket'* Regiment of Regulars, to wit: Major Wales* Captain* Tipton and 
Chapman nvlin were both killed by the Indians in Kentucky R Voting, Carney 
and Cherniy lor Chenry *. 'The applicant ha* no documentary evidence of kb 
claim,, hi* commission having long since been lost* worn out or destroyed* and 
dors mu know the residence of anyone who served on said campaign who is now 
living. 

(Signed) Jacob Wuttau " 

Lieutenant Jacob Weslfall was born October 10, 1755. He 
was the builder of Westfall's Fort, Randolph County (W est), Va., 
and was an active partisan during ihe border wars. His declara¬ 
tion for pension was executed September 1833* in Montgomery 
County, Ind.* but he was then a resident of Putnam County, Ind. 
He was awarded JMMMK) a vear. Lieut* Westfall died March 5, 

dP 

1835. He was married in Tygarfs \ alley* 1777; had one son, 
Cornelius, lit- widow, Mary Westfall, applied for pension from 
Boone County* Ind., November 13, 1838* aged SO years. 

Since the foregoing was written, Cutright’s History oj f pslutr 
County^ He. o /V/.* has been publislied; from which the following 
wherein CapL White and John Culright figure prominently, is 
copied: 

“Flight of 1770 and Pursuit of Indians/' 

44 Many of ilit* most thrilling incidents m the pioneer settlement of the water* 
of the Buckhann-iu arc like unto the common tawsuf England, un written, trad!- 
titntaL handed from genmtion unto generation* in fireside stories, Tlu-ieftire* 
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many must be tin- name* t*f Hcnns k«*t in the oblivion id bygone years because no 
one cared* peradventure ius not able* to enroll them cm the annals of the past. 
Such a chapter is the following: We know it only through traditional sources, 
fhiul Shaver tells it to Coknd Henry F. Went fall* in l *21, and he in turn 
convert* it into mites and communicate* it to older eiti/jrro now living* 

“Soon after the first settlement of the year 1770 had twen made on the 1 ygart* 

\ alley. Buckhaimon and Wot Fork Riven and their tributaries, and bcf<*e many 
inroad- and invasions had been made by the mercilr^ savages on these pioneers 
f r the purpose of killing and scalping men, women, arid children,nr carrying them 
into captivity* arrangement* were made by which spies or scouts were sent out 
watch the movements and approach of the Indian*. >tid to report same to the 
settler*. Indeed companies of the c scouts or *pie> were organized and commanded 
by proper officials and were obliged m serve alternately by squads. Such military 
or narrations were obtained In tic summer of l77tl, when a detachment of $i\ 
were sent out from Randolph County to spy on the maddened Indians, Four 
this small company w t re* William While, Thom.o Drcimen. Raul Shaver and 

John Cut right, the other two arc unknown. 

“John Cut right was young* a mere bo) .small of msm\ but not a drop of cowardly 

blood coursed his veins* The scout* went through the boundless forests ftrilow- 
ii i j the meandering* of the Little Kanawha Rivet to ii s conjunct km with the 
i >hiu* The} descended this latter stream as far as the mouth of the (treat Kanawha. 

a season t .f inspection* scouting and spying near the famous battle grounds 
of P-ini Pleasant they began 1 ludt homeward journey * pawing through the track¬ 
less wilderness country now embraced in Mason* Jackson, Roane* C alhoun* Gilmer* 
BiaxPin and l^ewi* Counties. I hey readied the headwater*of the l.ittle Kanawha 
River without having seen any trace of the savage* Game being bountiful along 
this river, they resolved to *pmd a few days on a bunt. They pitched their camp 
u Stewart** Creek. Indian Summer vv.i- now on and the weather was all that 

O'uld be desired bv r our scout* (now turned hunter*}* 1 hei never forgot them* 

# 

selves so much as to neglect watching the trail, leading up the little river near 
vi here ihev were camping, and over to the settlement on liic West Fork. 

“One evening after having *peni a full day hunting deer, several of which 
they had killed and the haunch of one the) were now roasting in their camp lire, 
th y heard a noise, :ii first supplied to W calling of turkey's going to mist. (. ut 
right thinking that a variety of meat would lie spice to their simple life* seized 
hi* gun saying he would get a turkey for supper. Hr walked very briskly toward 
where the turkey calling was heard; he had not gone far before the turkeys were 
answering each other in different directions. This fact appealed to the strong per¬ 
ceptive faculties of White and anutM'J hi- sn pit ion that all was not right. He 
vailed to Cut right to return and let him go and di-mver the mooring place of the 
turkeys* He went but a short distance before he returned with the thrilling new* 
that the\ were ncarlj mi rr hi ruled b\ a hand of Induin'*. I he situation wa> dan¬ 
gerous and the camp lire by means of which lhc savages hid loiatrd them was 
pul out . An escape must be Bow efTected or in s short time the scouting party would 
be attacked. White was the leader, and the rest were his followers. I hey stoic away 
and t raveled at a rapid gait over rocks, hilb, and small si reams for four miles before 
a halt was made* On the summit of 4 ridge they slopped to ircoiiitoitef and 10 
ascertain whether the; were pursued or not* Hearing and seeing no signs of the 
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pursuing Indiana they rented There Gr an hour, during which moil of the party 
went to sleep, \\ hire alone beln^ awake and i*n the lookout, Suddenly he called 
to his companions, the Indians are upon ns/ He heard the whine of a dog. 
They ito their heeU ai;ain until oul of ^ 3 k F ht of dan^ri then walked on for 
several miles until they came to a creek of considerable size (most probably Leading 
Creek)* Knowing the keen ^cent of the Indian canine and the impossibility of 
beitik 1 traced in water they w aded up this. stream a mile and a half or more, coming 
out on the same side they had entered the stream* The)’ now ascended a hill 
some distance to its summit, then lurried down the stream, keeping about a half 
mile from it and going about the same distance. Here they hailed once more for 
the purpose of rvsi and observation. The Indians must have pursued them un¬ 
comfortably close, for hn-on White Jcu-eu-d their approach again. This time they 
descended the hill, crossed the stream behind the Indians, ascended the opposite 
elevation and took a course along the ridge which led in the direction they wished 
lo go to find the path leading over unto the West Fork. The path Could not be 
found and White concluded that in the darkness they had missed it They decided 
to wait the coming of Jay. To afford themselves the most advantages, they 
ascended a high blntf to await the .«ii< n of the pursuers. \gain they were driven 
from their resting place out into the darknrat of the nieht and forced to travel 
until about sunrise, when they determined to a top* and if the Indiana were not 
many to give them battle. The nu>>i suitable position around them was selected 
and her* they had lo wait but fur a short time before three Indians were seen on 
the neighboring hill. Seventeen others joined the^e three shortly afterwards and 
all seated themselves upon a fallen tree resting and talking and counseling. Pres¬ 
ently they separated, twelve forming the pursuing party, eight returning Sis 
w hite men confronted by twelve red men ready for battle would be an easy pe p- 
osition to wager money upon. Other (hing< being equal superior numberw will 
win. Therefore our scouting parly to 4 themselves to ilight rather than tight. 
Cut right being a mere boy and having traveled 4 II day and night, now showed 
sign cf great fatigue, but the others urged him "ii W hite carried hi* gun and two 
others .oh is ted him up the stecpeM hi lb. hoping thun to be able to bring him to 
the Bug khan non River where they thought the Indians would discontinue their 
pursuit Cutright held out miil the river was reached, when exhausted and Crying 
he lay down and could not go farther. He said to his companions that he could 
Welcome a natural death, but to K tomahawked and scalped by the savage wat 
too hard to bear. ‘Sait- yourselves by Ilight, but leave me to my fate/ was the 

answer to the urgent appe.il- of his companions t*» proceed. But White mid, 
‘No John* we w ill never leave you; if one is left all n ill stay, fight and die together/ 
W hite being a man of wonderful strength and endurance gave hri gun to one d 
his companions, took C utright upon his back and bore him beyond the river. Two 
other companions carried him lo the summit of the river hill opposite the mouth 
■ >f a run which was then named (/utright's Run* and which afterwards wi [ohn 
CutrightT home* Here all the party fell asleep, but W hite and Drcnnen, who 
stood of 1 guard watching to see the pursuers cross the river. Stum three Indian is 
approached the river on the opposite side and began to cross the stream. A 
battle was imminent and necessary., Drcnnen rushed back and aroused his com¬ 
panions, \ll returned except Cut rig hi* who was t<*> exhausted to do anything. 
They took their position and waited orders from While to fire. At last the moment 


came. The three Indians were in a row. The report of the nfir* rang out upon 
ihc air, two of the savages were killed and the third was anxious to retreat* but he 
was not to make his escape for White snatched the gun which had failed to fire 
and shot the Indian just as he leaped the bank of the river. 

Now for the first time it w» known to a certainty why the Indians were 
able to follow the trail so well. They had a dog which went in advance of bin red 
master. This dog fell into the hands "f the victors and became the property of 
White, who used him to good account afterwards, for it is said that White exchanged 
the same dog and gun for the Heavner farm, upon which the Buckhannon or 
Bush Fort was afterwards erected." 


I remember having seen a fragment of this narrative in the 
{Vestjail Manuscript. The date, 1770, is not compatible with 
the general supposition that there was peace on the border from 
the closing of Pontiac'> War in 1765* to the breaking out of open 
hostilities in 1774, here was peace, but the wanton aggression 


and murdering propensities of the borderers kept the Indians in 
a foment of unrest. The settlements made on the Tpper Monnn- 
gahela, a region justly regarded by live Indians as their domain, 
and which should have been recognized as such by the Colonial 
Government, (141 was not unknown to the bordering tribe*. 


There was never any serious attempt by the colonial or state 
authorities to prevent the settlement of the I rans-Allegheny in 
accordance with stipulated treaty agreements. The King's edict 
i if 1763 warning settlers from the western waters, was not enforced. 
The proclamation of l7f/> by Gov, Penn of Pennsylvania, and 
Gov. I aquier of V irginia, forbidding “His Majesty's subjects" 
from settling west of the mountains, may well be termed farcical. 
In 1769 the garrison at Fort Pitt "attempted" to remove all 
intruders to the eastern side of the mountains, but tbe soldiers 


were withdrawn* and the settlers returned without further moles¬ 
tation, Hack of this pretense at justice* can be seen the set 
intentions of the colonials to gain speedy possession of this cov¬ 
eted domain. The Ohio Company * organized 1748, had for its 
object the settling of the Trans-Allegheny, and as early as 1750 
their surveyor, C hristopher Gist, had penetrated to the falls of 
the Ohio* The tribes beheld these encroachments with increasing 
alarm* and evidently scouts from their own towns kept close 
watch upon the movements of the aggressors. It may have been 
such a band with whom the whites on this occasion came in con¬ 
tact; or it may have been a hunting party only, who* finding the 
intruders so far from the settlements gave chase with disastrous 


< 14 ■ See piyr 44 L 




























results to themselves* Hut it can hardlv be conceived that an 
organized body of scouts **werc sent out from Randolph County 
to spy on the maddened Indians" in 1770; Randolph County 
was not formed until !7K7 f nor was this region at that time haunted 


by “maddened Indians/' The strangest part of the story is that 
a “war" party of twenty Indians on the trail of six armed foe men, 
should of its own volition dwindle to three in number, and yet 
continue the pursuit. The narrative a* a whole is not in accord 

with the known principles of Indian warfare. 

That some such occurrence took place there can be no doubt. 
Col* W estfall was acquainted with both Paul Shaver and John 
Cutrighi, and possibly others of the border men. The narrative 
is interesting in more ways than one. Shaver, one of the actors, 
was, on his own declaration granted a pension as a soldier of the 
Revolutionary W ar, from 1776 lo 1780, but was al the instance ol 
W. <i* Singleton, Special Pension Examiner, afterwards dropped 
from the pension roll as too young for military service during that 


st niggle. 


If Singleton's charges are true, then it is hard to con¬ 


ceive how a man of Colonel Westfall's judgment could be so misled 


as to seriously consider Shaver a full fledged scout in 177th 


Shaver's Declaration. 

“On this 12th Jay of Oct. 1813, personally etc.. More me, James M. Camp, 
[. |\ for Jjrwii County* Va., Paul Shaver* a^red 74 vciira* make* the following 
statement. Thu in the year 177^ in April of that year he wa* ordered out an 
Indian »py by Cot. Warrick tinder CapL Maxwell. He spied in Randolph Co, 
front April 177L* till Nov. 177 L t himself and John Elliott detected the Indian' at 
three dilTcrent time* during that summer and each time they retreated without 
making an\ attack, but *>ncc stole some horses and escaped with them, two of the 
horse* belonged to Runyon, lie ms discharged its November 177b. having served 
Inc ri than six monllis in thr sen ice as an Indian spy (a private) in Capt. Maxwell** 
Company of Indian spies. Then in the spring of 1777 in April of that year he vol¬ 
unteered ;.s a private in a company of V irginia Militia, most of whom were drafted, 
but declaient volunteered to make up a company under Captain Smart for the 
defense of the Western Waters. When Capt. Smart's Company was raised they 
vere marched fr in what is now Randolph County to West’s Fort ill what is wiw 
],ew'ii founty. There were ascertained a nurnber of Endian* in the neichhorlmod 
t i distant about thirty mile? on Salt lack, sonic of whom in M:i> 1777, appeared 
in i lie neighborhood of Went’* Fort and killed and scalped one woman, Mrs, Free¬ 
man, A few of Capt. Smart’s men in pursuit came in sijjhl. wounded one Indian 
whfi gut into thick woods with hb fellows and pre veil led further puriuit, L apt. 
Stuart with his company marched to Salt Lick Creek, the Indians had diipersed, 
Capt Stuart and company returned to West's Fort thence to Lout her’ Fort, 
from that place, n*w Harrison Omniy t 6 mile* from where Clarksburg now Mauds, 
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t-apt, Stuart detached dedarent and b) other* as Indian spies to spy in what is 
now lewi* and Ibrrit>>n till November, and then return to Westfall's Fort in Ran¬ 
dolph, to which place he had marched with hi* other men. He spied in said tract 
of country till sometime in Nov, 1777. Then w ent to Westfall'* Fort, from thence 
to \\ arrick'> Fort where he joined hi' Captain ^ company and was in Nov, 1777 
discharged, having served more than *ii month* this timr a* a private militia man 
and Indian spy* He then, in 1778, in the spring with several other* migrated to 
what is now Kentucky, 'titled near where Louisville n >w viands. I le was. in July 
177 H f drafted to gt> a lour of three months aeairot the Indians in Illinois County 
as it was then called, was marched under Captain Andrew Kincaid The whole 
under G. R. Clark did not succeed in brinyitv the Indians tn a tight. Returned 
m the fall of 177* to lamisvillc having served his draft of ; months—was 
discharged. Then sometime in the winter of 177^ and 1 77^ i. ■ C lark conceived 
the notion of again marching against the Indian in thr Illinois County as we 
then called it, declirent volunteered to ro a tour of six month* under Capt. Christy; 
they started, he thinks, Feb. or March I 77'h (June 1778) from tamisvilie, marched 
to a place called Kaskaskias, there they completely surprised the garrison, he 
thinks, took the British General or Governor prisoner. Here dec la rent was sta¬ 
tioned w ith other militia troops a short time whilst Gen. Clark prepared and sent 
si-me mounted men on horses taken at k*iska%ki:is higher up the county and took, 
as he then heard, three other Indian towns. OL Clark understood by *ome menus 
that a large force was concentrating* he stationed hi* militia and others, some at 
Kaska&kias and other town*. He o^-n drew in his troop* to kasknskia* and 
appealed to all to volunteer longer, declarant w ith the other troops did so. He 
was placed under his old Capt* Kincaid stationed at Katkaskia* as a private 
militia man agreed to stay till the w,ir was settled in that quarter. Col. Clark 
with some mrn proceeded in Feb. I7MI .o affiant Think* up the Wabash River 
to Fort \ invent a s we then called it, but now Fort St. Vincent or V tntennes. He 
Took that f«»rt which was defended bv Co|. Hamilton and Indiana and British, 

B 

He, declarant. continued in that Illinois County as a volunteer militia (a private) 
tinder Capt, Kincaid, the nunmer of 17"11 lilt November of that year* w hen he with 
other militia troops was marched v> Louisville and discharged in November 17S(I. 
In this campaign he wa^ more than eighteen month* in *ervice from Fcbnian or 
March 1779 till November 17 SR. lie received a wound in battle at a place called 
\ndersontown which had healed up fin his right kg) now again broke out and so 
continues tn this day. He served more than two nul one-half years in the Revolu¬ 
tionary War, He live* more ilian thirty mile* from Jarwi* County Court House, 
is too infirm to attend court, ha* no clergyman residing near hint. He knows of 
no person whose testimony lie can procure who can testify m hi* service* as a 
fluid icr of the revolution* 

His 

Paul X Shaver. 1 ’ 

Mark 

Shaver stated that he was born in Pendleton County, Va., 
in the year 1759* 
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“Uiven Nichob, and David S, Coi both testify that Paul Shavrr it believed 
in the neighborhood to have been a whiter in the Rrv iutionarv War and that he 
hat a (food reputation and character. 

(Signed) David S. Cox 

His 

Leavkk X Ktciiois 
Mark 

(Signed) James M. Camp, J, P. ,f 

John Mitchell and Henry Fleshcr testified to \Y. S. Singleton 
July 1834, that Shaver was too young to have been in the war, and 
he was dropped from the pension roll a„ a fraud. From all the 
evidence gathered, Shaver certainly suffered an injustice at the 
hands of the over-zealous Pension Examiner. He evidently saw 
service on the border during the Revolution, but he could not 
havc^figured in the "Flight of 1770." 



a 


CHARI KR XI 


Many prominent writers insist that Dun more’s War was 
inevitable; the actual beginning of the Revolution, and that hos¬ 
tilities were precipitated by the murdering propensities of the 
Indians alone. Not a few, however, charge that these condition* 
were created at the instance of Governor Dunmore and his lieu¬ 
tenant, John Connolly, who. for self-aggrandizement or as emissa¬ 
ries of the British Government, foreseeing the coming struggle, 
sought to engross the attention and resources of Virginia in a dis¬ 
astrous Indian W ar. Pages have been written in support of these 
accusations, and it would redound to the honor of the Virginias 
could they be verified. Bui it should be remembered that the 
conflict of 1774 was purely Virginia and Indian, waged on the 
Western Virginia border, and it is there that we are to look for the 
immediate, if not the primal, cause *'f the tumble. It is noti- 
worthv that the long list of murders committed on peaceable 
tribesmen in the white settlements /nr! of the mountains, prior to 
the outbreak, did not provoke the war. Rnostcslt summarily 
settles the cause and statu <)U 0 of the Dunmore W ar in a single 


"Nor mint we permit our sympathy for the foul wrongs of the two gnat Indian 
heroes (1) of the contest to blind US to the fact that the struggle was precipitated 
in the tiTst place, by the outrages of the red liven, not the whiles; and that the 
war was not only inevitable, but wa- also in its essence just and righteous on the 
part of the borderers. Keen the unpardonable and hiJe nj, itnicttv l, f the imirdii 
of lean's family, was surpassed in horror by many of the massacres committed 
by the Indians about the same time. The mtinaU of the border are dark and 

terrible.” (2) 


This sweeping attempt at vindication of the borderers, reek¬ 
ing with acrimony for the Indians, might be convincing, did it 
contain a single Instance of a "massacre committed by the Indians 
about the same time,’* that even approached in horror the murder 
of Logan’s family. Our Indian conquests have all been “just 
and righteous" in the eves of the average white man. 

Prof. Maxtor U in discussing this topic, says: 


“* • • The first act of hostility was committed in 1774, not in West V irydnia, 
but further south. A party of emigrants, under the leadership id a sun of Daniel 
Boone, were on their wav to Kentucky when they were *et upon and several were 


ft) Sec page 442. 1 2) p. 442. 






































122 


Bokuek Settleks tn Northwestern Virginia 


killed, mcludm^ j'uunp Rumr. There can be m> ck»ubl thai lliU attack made 
\n present <»i hinder the ci^nbtion *rf kt*ntuck\ , Soun after ihb T a while man 
killed an Indian at a hf>r*c race. Thi* t« said to haie been die first Indian blood 
*hcd on the frontier of Yirifinia by a while man after Pontiac 1 * W ar. In Kebriiary 
177-1. the Indian* killed while men and two negroes; and in the same month, 
on the Ohio they ictzed a )riding canoe, killed the men in charge and carried the 
goods to the Shawnee town*. Then the white men k'^n to kill also. In March 
117741 «m the Ohio, a fijL*ht occurred between settlers and Indians, in which one was 
killed on etch side, and five canoes were taken from the Indian*. John Connolly 
wrote from Pittsburg on April 2L to the people of W heeling to be on their L-uard, 
■t* the Indians were preparing for war. On April 2<k two Indian.- were killed on 
the Ohio. On April Id, nine lnduni> were killed on the same river near Steuben* 
vTie. On May I, anollicr Indian was killed. About tin s.tme time an old Indian 
named Bald Kagle was killed on the Momingahds River; and an Indian camp on 
the Little Kanawha, in the present county i*f Braxioiu w;h broken up, and the 
natives Wi fe killed. This was believed To have been done bv Settlers on the West 

f 

Fork, in ilie present county <*{ 1 x w is. They were induced to take that course 
by intelligence from the Kanawha River that :i family named Stroud, residing 
near the inoulh of the Oauley Riser had been murdered, and the track* of the 
Indians led toward the Indian tampon the Little Kanawha. When this camp was 
visited to the part} of white men from the West Fork, they discovered clothing 
and other ankle belonging to the Stroud family. Thereupon the Indians were 
destroyed. \ part) of white men wlih Governor Dun more A permission destroyed 
an Indian tillage on the Muskingum River/ 1 (5} 


Here is a sinister array of aggressive crime cm the part of the 
Indians, with justified retaliation by the whites. In fortunately 
for its object however, the events arc not given in chronological 
order. The killing of young James Boone and five of his compan¬ 
ions, emigrants under the leadership of the elder Boone, had 
been preceded in Kentucky by desultory fighting between adven¬ 
turous white men and Indians, It is significant that John Findlay 
who was the first to enter the wilds of Kentucky, was never dis¬ 
turbed by the red man. It was not until Boone, in company with 
Findla) and four others, in 1769, repaired to that region, and after 
spending several months in killing game, were they molested. 
Boone and Stuart were surprised and captured. Many writers 
insist that during their captivity, the camp of Boone and Stuart 
u;is broken up by Indians, and thetr companions killed, scattered, 
or returned home. But it would appear from the investigations 
of others, among them Dr , Thtvaits, that the returning prisoners 
found the camp and its occupants unmolested. In the meantime 
thev were joined hv Squire Boone and Alexander Ncelv, whom 
Squ ire had found on New (Great Kanawha) Rt ver. (4) 

( 3 ) See page 442, (4) p, 442. 
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The famous lxm^> Hunters had already invaded this primeval 
wilderness and were slaughtering its teeming game by the thou¬ 
sands. This wasteful destruction of their sustenance, a gift from 
the Great Spirit, enraged the Indians, and in consequence the 
aggressors, hunters and explorers met with armed resistance. 
The Long Hunters shot buffalo, elk and deer for their skins, 

and Indians for their scalps. 

Boone and his party were in reality Long Hunters. During 
the summer of 1770 while encamped on the Red River, Alexander 
Neely killed and scalped two Indians whom he found at a Shawnee 

village on z tributary creek. (5) 

Stuart (also spelled Stewart) alone of the party was killed by 

the Indians, but whether prior or subsequent to the murder of the 

Shawnees by Neely, writers differ. Roosevelt declares that in the 

death of Stewart, “the Indians had wantonly shed the first blood, ’ 

(6) But the elucidation by Or. Thwaits is conclusive that Stuart 

was killed after four of Hoone's party had left for thr settlement and 

B ’ " . . a . 1 4 f * * . 1 
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that “Neely, discouraged by his jStuart’sl fate, returned home." 
(7) This is positive evidence that Btxmcs party in reality wan¬ 
tonly shed the first blood.” It is obvious that Neely killed the 
two Shawnees before he "became discouraged and returned home. 

The Indian killed at a horse race was a Cherokee, at Watauga, 
a settlement supposedly in \ irgmia, but located within the Cher¬ 
okee lands. North Carolina. Watauga, like the early Trans- 
Allegheny settlements, was outlawed, so far as State or Colonial 
Government was concerned, lhe murder was committed at a 
friendly gathering of both Indians and whites, in celebrating the 
signing of a treaty between the Cherokee* and the settlers of 


\\ atauga in 1772. (8) This crime has been excused on the grounds 
that the men implicated had lost a brother m the attack on Boone s 
emigrants in 1773. This is error, the friendly Cherokee was killed 
d year previous to the /toone tragedy. In the face of these tacts. 

k'Ao were the aggressors in Kentucky? (9) 

No serious trouble with the Cherokees resulted from the 
Watauga outrage; nor was that nation involved in Dunmore’s 
War. It is averred, however, that the attack on Butler’s trading 
canoe, near Wheeling, in February, 1774, containing three white 
men, in which one of the party was killed and another one wounded, 
was by a few outlaw Cherokees. If so, the act may have been 
provoked by the W atauga tragedy. 

(5) Seepage 442. ((>) p. 442. 17) p. 442. (tt) p. 442. (*#) p.442. 
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Roll* of the \ irginta Slate troops, preserved in the \ irginia State 
Library, Richmond, with negative result*. To an inquiry- to the 
U ar Department, Washington, came the reply: 


•The record?- utiow di*n one John Cutrifzht icrved a* u private in Captain 
Maclu-n Bo&nvi'HN (7»mp;inv, 2rui Virpinfc Slate Rtgimeni* commanded by CHimcI 
Gregory Smith, Re\n|urionar> W ii\ The date itf |ii> enlistment has n*A been 
found of record, but hi* name appears on the muster roll* of the company covering 
the period from September, 177k, to February, 177*#. He was discharged March 
6, 1779* I he c- rtijMny i<- which he belonged was at various times commanded 
by Captain John l^wii. No record has been found of any other man of the same 
or similar name a*. a member of my Virginia military organisation in service in 
the war of the Revolution/* 

Gregory Smith was Commissioned Captain in Seventh Vir¬ 
ginia Regiment, February 7, 1776, and resigned 2Hth November, 
1776. He was made Colonel of the Second Virginia Regiment 
from 1777 to 1778. Machen Boswell was commissioned First 
Lieutenant Second Virginia Regiment, 6th October, 1777, and 
was promoted Captain 15th September, 1778, and served to 
February, 178L 

W Idle there is much confusion in the dates and records, a 
close study of CuirightN narratives precludes a logical inference <if 
any premeditated attempt at deception. The discrepancies 
reveal a faulty judgment, bul not the willful prevaricator* IIis 
rating at the Pension Office for veracity was first-class* In Ins first 
declaration, no mention is made of his career in the main army, 
nor did he at any time allude to the important fact that he had 
been wounded while on duty as a spy. When compared with 
the actual events in his life, the scout's narrative is one of com¬ 
mendable modesty. Profoundly illiterate, hi> capabilities were 
measured solely in his skill as woodsman, stout, and warrior. 
His faculty for delineation w-as limited, and his conception of 
dates most vague. He could narrate the incidents in his career, 
bul could not intelligently connect them with contemporary 
events* lie was a maker of history, but not a chronicler, and 
more eloquent with his rifle than with his tongue* 

I am inclined t< > believe that there were two John Cut rights 
from the Western border who served with the Virginia troops in 
the Revolution, and that it was riot John Cutright, the scout, who 
enlisted under CoL Gregory Smith, but was perhaps, hi< unde* 
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jnhn Cut right, Sr*, who also fought in the battle of Point 

Pleasant. (11) 

W e And a certificate of marriage of John Cutright and Deborah 
Osborn in Randolph County* Virginia, in 1799, but whether this 
w;t . a ] at er marriage of the Senior Cutright L not known. There 
N a tradition current among the Cutright* on the Buckhaimon 
Rber that there were two branches of the family in that region, 
and that John Cutright and Deborah Osborn were the grandpar¬ 
ents of Enoch Cutright, who, it is averred, had Indian blood in 
him* There was a Peter Cutright in a skirmish with the Indians 
on Hacker’s Creek in 1780, (12) bul I know nothing of his ante- 
cedents. He was, in all probability, of the same family* 

Error has crept into history regarding Cut right’s age, and the 
year of his death* Bmh Border Warfare, and History of Upshur 

County , W> Va., state that he died in 1852, at the age of 105 years. 
According to Cutright** own declaration, he was born in 1755* 
In the testimony of John Lemmons in behalf of Rebecca Cutright, 
widow of John Cutright, when she applied for her husband’s pen- 
don. we find that John Cutright died (hridaj 1 Xlarch Nth, lb50. 
The widow at the lime was too infirm to appear m court* Mrs. 
Cutright was a daughter of John Truby, and married John Cut- 
right January 2, 1788* Isaac Edwards, IX I).* was the officiating 

minister. 

Hon* VV* C* Carper,, of Buckhamion* West Va*, is perhaps 
the only man now living, f 1908) who remembers seeing John 
Cutright. It was in 1838 when Mr. Carper was about twelve 
vears of age that Cutright came to the Carper homestead on 
Turkey Run. Mr. Carper writes me: “The old scout came upon 
the porch, when lie and I were alone for a short lime, and I dis- 
tinctly remember his appearance. He was about five feet nine 
inches high and heavily built, complexion dark, eyes dark* and 
his hair was then white* He told me that he once stopped under 
a walnut tree near where Point Pleasant C hurch now stands on 
the head of French Creek, Mo crack walnuts* and then a damned 
Injun shot me/ He showed me where the ball had entered under 
his arm, and glanced around tin- ribs and came out under the arm 
on the other side* Cutright added, T stuck a chaw tcrbacker in 
the bullet hole*’ At ibis juncture of the conversation, my father 
came up and began to talk to Cutright on the subject of religion. 
I he veteran Indian fighter seemed averse to tin* topic and abruptly 

Hi) See page 419. (12) p. 439* 
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,W, quit talking about religion; it is all damned nonsense.’ 

ci'itlujcd Mr. Carper, is the only time I ever saw Cut* 
anti the above subjects all that I ever heard him talk about." 
hnst >pht i (. utright, tt hen interviewed by me, in comtuenting 
e deeds of his father and associates, said, “When Billy- 
mi V itite and Jesse Hughes went on an Indian killing they 
all with whom they came in contact, not even sparing 
i and children. When asked which of these two noted 
t was the most desperate and cruel in his fora vs against the 
s. came the laconic reply, “It was about buck up," “And.” 
the "Id man, *nty father was about as bad as ilu-y were, 

'ithicI 1 tingle, of the sycamore tree, who married my father's 
was scarce better." 

” then related an incident of the Pringle brothers. W hile 
n the sycamore, they went in a canoe to an Indian village 
Miles below them on the river, and stole a bag of jerked 
1 k gate die details of their narrow escape from detection 
trsuit. Then again referring to his father’s animosity 
s the Indians, he told the following story: 

any years after the last Indian depredation in that country, 
‘0 Indian passed through the sen lenient late one evening 
s seen h\ his father. Despite the fact that the scout was 
and i it firm that Ik could only walk with the assistance of 
lii> old-time hatred was aroused to that degree that lie 

I to the gun rack and took down his ancient flint-lock, and 
have shot the Indian had not his family restrained him. 
ght the old gun was secreted and its owner closely guarded 
W Indian disappeared from the neighborhood. (13) 


■age 4'A 


CHAPTER X 


[n the early settlement of our country, each community, 
blockhouse or fort had its recognized chief or headman, who was 
nsellor and advisor in threatened danger, and leader In all 

These men attained their 





movement* against the common 

s because of their superior wisdom and etiol judgment in 
ill- so emergencies constantly arising on an exposed and dangerous 

The matter of right or wrong weighed little in the events 
connected with the Indians, lie was fittest to lead, who had the 
strongest determination to avenge an outrage upon the community, 
especially i! it had been perpetrated In the Indians. The Buck- 
hamion settlement possessed these requisites in the person of 
Captain W illiam While, nho came from Cedar Creek, Frederick 
County, Virginia, Reference to Captain W hite in border annals 
i> meagre, and nothing is known positive of his antecedents 
further than that he was a descendant of Dr. White, of Frederick 


County, who was the ancestor of the W hitc family of that region. 
Major John White and Major Robert White, also of Frederick 
County, were prominent in the defense of I he border, (I) From 
the best information to be had, they all were of ihc same family. (2) 
It is not known how Capt, W illiam White came by his mili¬ 
tary title, but he bore it in 17f*H and was ever after distinguished 
by it. A search of the Muster Rolls on file in the War Department 
which are, however, very incomplete! and of the records of the 
Bureau of Pensions, Washington, failed to show any history of 
enlistment or military service of Captain William White, ot the 
Buckhannon, in the Revolution. An inquiry to the Virginia 


State Library, Richmond, elicited the reply : “'Hie Revolutionary 
Muster Rolls here on file reveal no enlistment of the William 
White in question/" Usually, each settlement elected its own 
captain, and in ihi> wav W hiie may have come by his (irle. Such 
tn election was being held at Bush s Fort when the Schoolcraft 
binnly were massacred in 1779. These elections were not always 
confirmed by commissions. 

Captain W bite and Colonel William Crawford were personal 
friendj t and White was identified with many expeditions con¬ 
ducted b\ that famous officer against the Indians, lie was also 

Ul Stc page 4J9 f (2) p. 439. 




















































































































102 


I><>kiii;k Settlers or Northwestern Virginia 


' a ‘T l l ult talking about religion; it is all damned nonsense.’ 
‘‘T his,” concluded Mr. Carper, “is the only time I ever saw Cut- 
riyht. and the above subjects all that 1 ever heard him talk about.” 

Christopher Cutright, when interviewed by me. in commenting 
on the deeds of his lather and associates, said, “When Billy 
(Uilhami White and Jesse Hughes went on an Indian killing they 

I* 1 I I «-I 11 * 1 t i b. r 


killetl all with whom they came in contact, not even sparing 
women and children.” When asked which of these two noted 


scouts was the most desperate and cruel in his forays against the 

Indians, came the laconic reply, “It was about buck up,” “And." 

mused the old man, “my father was about as had as they were, 

and Samuel ITmglc, of the sycamore tree, who married my father's 
sister, was scarce better." 

He then related an incident of the Pringle brothers. While 
living in the sycamore, they went in a canoe to an Indian village 

below them on ihr river, :md stole ,,| j, ■. | 

buffalo. I le gave the details of their narrow escape from detection 

and pursuit. Then again referring to his father's animosity 
towards the Indians, he told the following story: 

Main years afu-r the last Indian depredation in that country, 
a solitary Indian passed through the settlement late one evening 
and was seen by his father. Despite the fact that the scout was 
sn a b’**d and tnlirm that he could only walk with the assistance of 
a cane, his old-time hatred was aroused to that degree that he 
hobbled to the gun rack and took down his ancient flint-lock, and 
would have shot the Indian had not his family restrained him. 
I'hat night the old gun was secreted and its owner closely guarded 
until the Indian disappeared from the neighborhood, il l) 


fl-9 Sit pxxt 4W. 


CHAPTER X 


In the early settlement of our country, each community, 
chouse or fori had its recognized chief or headman, who was 


counsellor and advisor in threatened danger, and leader in all 
movements against the common foe. These men attained their 

because of their superior wisdom and cool judgment in 
tI m> sc emergencies constantly arising on an exposed and dangerous 
frontier. The matter of right or wrong weighed little in the events 
connected with the Indian*. He was fittest to lead, who had the 
strongest determination to avenge an outrage upon the community, 
especially if it had been perpetrated by the Indians. The Buek- 
h an non settlement possessed these requisites in the person of 
Captain William W hite, who came from Cedar Creek, Frederick 
County, V irginia, Reference to Captain W hite in border annals 
is meagre, and nothing is known positive of his antecedents 
further than that he was a descendant of Dr, White, of Frederick 

p- 

C ounty, who was the ancestor of the W hite family of that region. 
Major John W hite and Major Robert \\ hiu\ also of Frederick 
County, were prominent in the defense of the border. (If From 
the best information to be had, they all were of the same family. (2) 
It is not known how Capu William White came by his mili¬ 
tary title, but he bore it in I 76S and was ever after distinguished 
by it, A search of the Muster R**l!s on file in the War Department 
fwhich are, however* very incomplete) and of the records of the 
Bureau of Pensions, Washington, failed to show any history of 
enlistment or military service of Captain William W hue, of the 
Buckhannon, in the Revolution. An inquiry to the Virginia 
State Library, Richmond, elicited the reply: “The Revolutionary 

Mumc-i Hulls hriv i in tile reveal no enlistment of the U Ilham 

White in question." Csualh, each settlement elected its own 
cap lain, and in this wa\ White may have come by his title. Such 
^ii elect inn was being held at Bush's Fori u lieu the Sehoolcraft 
family were massacred in 1779. These flections were not always 
confirmed by commissions, 

C aptain W hite and Colonel W illiam Crawford were personal 
friends, and W hite was identified with many expeditions con¬ 
ducted by that famous officer against the Indians. He was also 

U) See pajfc 439. ( 2 ) p, 439, 
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in the ha tile of Point Pleasant under Colonel Sexier. 


his experience in (he 



with 





superior skill of the 


»vas cou 

scout, the spy and the woodsman, Back of these qualities was 
a strong constitution, a fearless nature and a relentless haired for 
"everything Injun." The red flame of war had no terrors for 
him. neither had the white wing of peace any restraint for his 
insatiate thirst for Indian blood. Captain White's schooling was 
savage, and he proved an apt scholar. Just prior to Dun more’s 
War, he killed a peaceable Indian on 






Wappatomaka. 

For this, he was imprisoned at Winchester, but an armed mob of 
his infuriated friends soon set him 

While visiting Colonel Crawford at “The Meadows." it) the 

Alleghenies in 1768, White in company with an Irishman went 

hunting in the glade*, where they found two Indians. According 

to the story of While and his companion, the Indians, "the moment 

they discovered the two white men, flew behind trees and prepared 

for battle." The Indians were both killed, for which White a 

the Irishman were arrested and placed in the Winchester jail. 

Immediately, Captain Fry at the head of an armed mob of tifty- 

tive or sixty men, urged on by a throng of cheering spectators, 

forced the jailor at the muzzle of a loaded title to surrender the 

prison keys. The door was thrown open and the prisoners liber- 
ated*(5) 

It is not at all probable that the two Indians killed by White 
and the Irishman were at the time on the warpath. It must be 
said that most of the victims of murder on the border, from the 
close of Pontiac's W ar to the Dunmorc War of 1774. were Indians. 
Nor ilo we tind that any of the murderers ever received just 
punishment. The stories of the two releases of Captain White 
from the W im hester jail are two accounts of the same transaction. 
They portray most vividly the character of the man and the sen¬ 
timent of the people. I he work of the mob was only a repetition 
of the < ne that had previous!} released from the same prison, for 
a like crime, the red-handed Judah, (6) and was an emphatic 
approval and endorsement of the crimes which led to Dim more’s 
War. In these and like occurrences, we Have an unconscious por¬ 
trayal of the true status of border society. 

The exact date of White’s arrival in the Buckhannon settle¬ 
ment cannot be determined, but it was sometime between 1769 
and 1771. Nor did he come unknown. Most, if not all. of the 

(3) Sec page 419. (4 1 )>. 40. (5) p. 40. (ftj p. 440. 
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rulers had been his associates on the “Branch" and they recog¬ 
nized his superior ability in woodcraft. He was the ideal frontiers¬ 
man and woodsman, and although I have been unable to find where 
1 - ever served as captain in the Buckhannon settlement, he was 
the recognized head scout of the colony. It would appear, how¬ 
ever, from the declaration of Jacob Bush and Jacob Westfall that 
W hite was a lieutenant in Captain George Jackson’s Company of 
Volunteer Militia, 1781.(7) 

U is to the indefatigable efforts of Colonel Henry F. Westfall, 
a grandson of Captain White, that we are indebted for much of 
the heretofore unwritten history of this renowned scout on the 
western V irginia border. Colonel Westfall got Ins information 
direct from John Cut right and others who were boon companions 

and associates of Captain White. 

By Withers he is mentioned four limes; the first, in the inci¬ 
dent of his imprisonment and release; second, his part in the min¬ 
der of the Bull Town Indiana; third, his capture by the Indians 
on the Little Kanawha, and his escape and return to the settle¬ 
ments; fourth, his death at the hand* of the Indians near Buck¬ 
hannon Fort, in 1782. Even in these accounts there are very 
indefinite statements, especially as to the identity of Captain 
W tiite as the man who was captured on the Little Kanawha. It 
would be inferred that the captive was a resident of ’1 vgart’s 
Valley, (8) but at that time he was a member of the Buckhannon 

settlement. 

White's ability to detect the presence of Indians had no equal 
in the settlements He once discovered two Indians hiding under 
the river bank near the fort, and succeeded in killing one of them* 
Vt another time* while White was temporarily absent, an Indian 

entered the settlement under the 



rmij circumstances: 

Tfci- V4i t II V \ | | f% it * -- “ * ” ■*"- *■ ^ T " 

it was at the time of the Revolution, and a young lady of the 
settlement had a lover in the person of an officer in the British 
army. These young people became acquainted during a brief 
visit of the officer to that region just prior i<» the war, l he 
object of his visit is not known, but it was evidenth lit the interest 
of the military. During his short stay a warm friendship sprang 
up between the officer and Captain W liite* and when the time 
arrived for the guest to depart for tort Pitt, the Captain accom¬ 
panied him. On their wa> they saw a bear, and White, through 
deference* permitted his young friend, who was a novice in hunt- 

See paec +40. (8) p, 440* 
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ing, to have the first shot. The ball disabled the bear hut did not 
Kill it* White withheld his shot and urged his mm excited com¬ 
panion to reload quickly and kill the bear before it recovered 

j 11 y tn make an attack or to escape. He did so, but when 

lie again at templed to recharge his rifle, he found that his ramrod 
\sas missing. I bin king that in his hurry he had dropped it, he 
looked about but could not find it. The discomfited hunter 

became puzzled, when White, who had been regarding him with 

amusement, laughingly pointed to the now lifeless body of the 
bear, from the side of which protruded the end of the splintered 
ram rod: showing that it had not been withdrawn before he made 
the second shot, I 1 mm a young hickory* White deftly shaped a 
new ramrod for his friend* who begged that the incident be kept 
from his companions at the fort. 

After the breaking out of the war, the young officer was 

. n t he Canadian border, but ready means for com¬ 
municating with the forest belle was at hand. An active young 
Indian warrior agreed to carry an exchange of letters, the com¬ 
pensation to be ten gallons of rum. After receiving a description 
of the young woman, he fastened the letter securely to his person 
and started fully armed on his long journey to the south. Arriv¬ 
ing in lhe Buckhannon settlement, and knowing the dangers that 
beset him, he lurked and hid for two or three days, watching for 

iver the letter. 



Ut 


er 


an opportunity to 

One morning the girl had occasion to go front the fort to a 
nearby cabin, the path leading through a stretch of wood, 
proceeding a short distance, she was startled to see a half-naked 
Indian step suddenly from behind a tree, immediately in front of 
her. In his belt hung a tomahawk and scalping knife, his left 
hand grasped a long rifle, while his right hand, which was extended 
to her, held a seated package. Before she could rccov 
trighi sufficiently to utter a cry, the warrior, with a peaceful 

gesture and friendly “How!” handed her the package and in 
broken hnglidi said, “Squaw be no fra id. Injun no hurt. Me 
come from white chief. Hi 


from her 



ti send gtxid talk. Ale come get 
squaws talk when moon wake up,” pointing to the brow of the 

eastern hill. He then glided into the thicket and was lost to view. 

ft happened that day that some men who were scouting 
about the woods, discovered the presence of the Indian and gave 
immediate pursuit. The warrior proved very athletic and soon 
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outstripped his pursuers. He disappeared over the river bank 
j lJSt below the mill dam, where all trace of him was lost. After 
m exhaustive search of several hour* the pursuit was abandoned. 
The Indian, it was supposed, despairing of escape, and for the pur- 
3 se of saving his scalp, had plunged into the river and was 

drowned. 

In the meantime, the young woman had prepared her com- 
.L^Mntnir the mictifiii .d the Indian secret. She was 


iminicatioti* keeping the mission of the Indian secret. She was 
.rely grieved when she learned oi his fate, fur he was the only one 
he whom a letter could be forwarded. Night came on, and most 


anxiously did she await the appointed time of meeting. Just as 
the moon gleamed over the brow of the wood-crested hill, she 
stealthily repaired to the tryst. Like a wraith the Indian glided 
from the shadow of the thicket and came silently to her side. She 
handed him the package containing her “talk/' also a small bag 
tilled with jerked venison ami parched corn, \\ ith a grunt express¬ 
ive of appreciation, the warrior turned and started on his journey 
to the distant north. Lit due time he reached his destination, 
delivered the letter and received the promised rum, on which he 
nd his friends became “gloriously drunk," Of the sequel to 
this story, nothing is known. 

The next day, when Captain White returned to the fort and 
was told of the Indian and his mysterious disappearance, he 


chided the men. and declared that if they would go with him to the 
river he would show them “whar th Injun was hid- Proceeding 
to the river bank. W hite pointed to the sheet of water pouring 
over the mill dam, and exclaimed. “If yo* had looked behind thar 


over the mill dam, and exclaimed, “If yo had looked behind thar 
yo’ would have found ycr Injun." \n examination of the prem¬ 
ises proved that his judgment was correct. The wily Indian, 
hard-pressed* had darted through the cataract of water, where he 
rested in safety on the apron or platform of timbers built at tIn¬ 
fant of the dam. 

There is a tradition in that country, handed down through 
the descendants of Captain White and the t uiright>* to the effect 
that in t1h i early years of the set tie mem there were captured near 
the fort ai Buckhannon an Indian and a Frenchman, who were 

Initcrimr 'iKmi! tUt* ■-tiiiiim Thr\ were held in caotivitv, l be 


loitering about the country, They were held in captivity, the 
frenchman was of a morose disposition and very melancholy. 
He would not bathe, but took great pride m dressing his hair* 
which was verv long and abundant, lie refused food and died of 





















































